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| ORALEZ, by ſuch diſcourſe, ſecured the 
| purſe, of the old man, who came and rejoined 


nal compliments, intefrypted our converſation, by 
ing Florentina of the obligation he lay under to 
me; and, on that ſcore, made me profeſſions which 
onvinced me of his gratitude. 1 laid hold of 
ſuch a favourable diſpoſition, and told the citizen, 
hat the molt ſenſible mark of acknowledgment he 
ould ſhew, would 'be to haſten my marriage with 
s daughter, He yielded with a good grace to my 
mpatience, aſſuring me, that in three days at fartheit 
L honld be Florentina's huſband, and that inſtead of 
Ix thouſand ducats, which he had promiſed for ber 
lower, he would giveme ten, as a proof of his being 
teply affected with the ſervice I had done him. 
Moralez and 1, therefore, lived with the honeſt 
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us; and finding his daughter and me engaged in mu- 


nan Jerome de Moyadas, kindly treated, and in the 
greeable expectation of ten thouſand ducats, with 


nich we wropeſed to make a ſudden decampment 
rom Merida, Our joy, however, was checked by 
9 ag Lest 
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fear: we were apprehenſive, that in leſs than three MW th 
days, the true ſon of Juan Velez de Menbrilla would yo 
arlive, and croſs our good fortune. "P 

This fear was by no means ill founded: for, the m. 
very next day, a kind of peaſant, loaded with a port. W nic 
manteau,. came to the houſe of Florentina's father, W w! 
when I was not at home, though my comrade was m 
preſent. - Sir (ſaid the peaſant, to the old man) I pi: 
belong to a young gentleman of Calatrava, called Sig: be 
nior de Menbrilla, who is to be vour ſon-in-law, 
We are juſt arrived, and he will be here preſently, MW th« 
I came before to give you notice of his approach.“ He kn 
had icarce ſpoke” theſe words when his maſter ap- be. 
peared; a circumſtance that ſurprized the old man M. 
very much, and diſconcerted:Moralez a little. (cr 

Pedro, who: was a very genteel young fellow, ad-W fer 
dreſſed himſelf to Florentina's father; but the honeſt to | 
eitiaen did not give him time to finiſh his diſcourſe, ple 
and turning ta my companion, aſked the meaning ot cor 
all this, Then Moralez, who was ſecond to no man 3: 
on carth in impudence,. aſſumed an air of aflurance M. 
and ſaid to the old nian, * Sir, theſe two men belong ver 
to the troop of thieves, who robbed, us on the ma 
highway; I recollet them both very well, particu int 
laily him who has the audacity to call himſel fo! 
the ſon of Signior Juan Velez de la Menbrilla.”” Thi { 
old citizen believed Moralez, and, perſuaded: that the Flo 
ſtrangers were cheats, {aid to them, * Gentle us, 


men, you are come too late, your ſcheme is prevent the 
cd! Pedro de la Menbrilla has been in my hoe Pec 
ſince yelterday,” © Take care what you fay (anfwerg wit 
ed the young man of Calatrava) you have got an im ed, 
poftor in your family ; for you muſt know, that Juan fon 
Velez de la Menbrilla has no other fon than me." 1 | 

at 


% know better (replied the old man) and am not ig 

norant of your profeſſion: don't you recollect thi. the 

young man, and remember his maſter whom. yo 

robbed?” If I was not in your houſe (ſaid Peda us 1 

I: would. puniſh the inſolence of that cheat, who by or 
"Wo 
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the preſumption to call me a robber. Let him thank 
your preſence that reſtrains my indignation. Sir, 
(added he) you are impoſed upon. I am the young 
man to whom your brother Auguſtin promiſed” his 
nicce. If you deſire it, I can ſhew all the letters 
which he wrote to my father, on the ſubje& of the 
marriage. Will you not believe it when you ſee the 
picture of Florentina, which he ſent to me ſome time 
before his death.“ 
© No {ſaid the old citizen, interrupting him) nei- 
ther the picture nor the letters will convince me: 1 
know very well in what manner they fell into your 
hands, and I adviſe you as a friend, to be gone from 
Merida as ſoon as you can.” „ This is too much 
(cried the young gentleman in his turn) I will not ſuf- 
fer my name to be ſtolen with impunity, nor myſelf 
to be treated like an highwayman. I know ſome peo- 
ple in this place, whom I will find, and return to 
confound the impoſtor that has prejudiced you again 
m2.” So: ſaying, he retired with his valet, and 
Moralez remained maſter of the field: nay, this ad- 
venture made Jerome de Moyadas reſolve to have the 
marriage celebrated that very day, and he went ont 
en to give the neceſſary orders for the occa- 
ion. 5 
Though my comrade was very well pleaſed to ſee 
Florentina's father in a diſpoſition ſo favourable for 
us, he was far from being perfectly at caſe; fearing 
the conſequence of the meaſures Which he coneliſded 
Pedro would certainly take; and he waited for me 
with impatience, to communicate what had happen- 
ed. Finding him, at my return, plunged in a pro- 
found reverie, “ What is the matter, friend ? (ſaid 
I) thou ſeemeſt in a brown ſtudy.“ He replied, * If 
I am, it is not without reaſon.” And informed me of 
the whole affair; adding, thou ſeeſt what cauſe I 
have to muſe, It was thou alone who raſhly threw 
us into that dilemma, It was a ſhining enterprize, I 
own, and would have crowned thee with glory had 
| | A4 | * it 
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it ſucceeded : but in all appearance, it will end ill; 
and it is my advice, that in order to prevent explana- 
tions, we immediately betake ourſelves to our heels, 
with the featheriwhich we have plucked ſrom the ho- 
neit man's wing. 5 | | 

Mr. Mpralez (anſwered I to this propoſal) you 

icld to difficulties, I find, very ſoon, and don“ do 
| great deal of honour to Don Matthias de Cordel, 
and the other cavaliers with whom you lived at To- 
ledo : one who has ſerved his app: enticeſhip under 
Juch able maſters, ought not to be eaſily alarmed, 
As for me, who intend to walk in the ſteps of theſe 
heroes, and prove myſelf a worthy pupil, Iwill bear up 
againſt the obſtacle that ternifies you, and make my 
utmoſt effort to ſurmount it.“ „“ If you accompliſh 
that, (ſaid my companion) I will perfer yeu to all 
the great men in Plutarch,” 

Juſt as Moralez had done ſpeaking, Jerome de 
Moyadas coming in, {aid to me, “ You ſhall be my 
ſon in-law this very evening. "Your ſervant (I ſup- 
poſe) has told you what happened. What do you 
think of the impudence of the rogue, who would have 
made me belicve that he was the ſon of my mother's 
correſpondent?“ * Signior anſwered J, in a melan- 
choly tone, and with the moſt ingenuous arr I could 
affect) I find I am not qualiſied to carry on deceit; 1 
muſt ſincerely own that I am not the ſou of Juen 
Velcz de Menbrilla,”” „ What do I hear! (cried the 
old man, interrupting me with «qual precipitation 
and ſurprize) how ! you not the young man to whom 
my brother” — “ Pray fir (ſaid I, interrupting him in 
my turn) be ſo good æs to hear me to an end, I have 
loved your daughter theſe eight days, during which 
my paſſion has detained meat Merida; and yeſterday 
after coming to your eſſiſtance, I was about to de- 
mand her in marriage, when you ſtopt my mouth, by 
giving me to underſtand, that ſhe was deſtined for 
another. You told me that your brother, in his laſt 
moments, conjurcd you to beſtow her upon Feat 

| th 


„ r 
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h Menbrilla; that you promiſed. to comply-with his 
requeſt, and, in ſhort, that you was a Alave to your ' 


word. This information I confeſs overwhelmed me, 
and my love, reduced to deſpair, inſpired me with 
the {tratagem I put in practice. I muſt tell you, hows 
ever, that I ſecretly upbraided myſelf with the trick 
I had put upon you; but I flattered myſelf, that you 
would forgive it, when I ſhould have diſcovered it, 
and convinced, you that I am an Italian prince, Who 
travel incognito; and that my father is ſovereign of 
certain vallies fituated between the Swils, the Mila» 
neſe, and Savoy. I imagined that you would be a 
grecably ſurprized, when I ſhould have revealed my 


birth; and I felt all the pleaſure of a delicate and paſ- 


ſionate huſhand, in the hope of declaring it to Floren- 


tina after our marriage. Heaven (added I, changing 
my tone) would not indulge me in ſo much joy; Pe- 


dro de la Menbrilla appears, and Imultt reſtore him 


. I * » . , 
his name, how much ſoever the reſtitution will coft 


me. You are engaged by your promiſe, to chuſe him 


to: a for-in-Jlaw; and it is your duty-to prefer him to 


me, without regard to my rank, or compaſſion for 


. _- 


the cruel ſituation to which you are going to-reduce 
me. I will not pretend to repreſent, that your bro- 


ther was enly the uncle of your daughter, and that 


you being her father, it is more juſt to acquit yourſelf© » 


\ 


of the obligation you owe me, than to make it a point 


0! honout to to keep a promiſe which is but ſlightly” 


binding“ 


Ves, donbtleſs, it is ſo! (cried Jerome de Moy: 
adas) therefore I do not intend. to heſitate between” 


you and. Don Pedro de Menbrilla. If my brother 


Auzultn was ſtill alive, he would not blame we for 


giving the preference to* a man who ſaved my life, 


and who is, moreover, a prince, who does not diſdain 
toafk my alliance. I muſt be an enemy to my own 


happineſs, and entirely deprived of my underftant-: 


ing, if Ti did not give you my daughter, and even 


preſs the celebration of the marriage.“ 3, But, Sig- 
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10 The ADVENTURES of 
nior (I replied) do nothing impetuouſly, conſult your | 
intereſt only, and, notwithitanding the nobility of my 
blood“ Sure you jeſt ! (ſaid he, interrupting me 
ought 1 to heſitate one moment? no, my prince, 
molt humbly beſeech you to. honour, the happy Flo. 
rentina with your hand, this-very evening.“ + Well, 
(ſaid I) be it ſo; go carry the news yourſelf, and in- 
form her of her glorious fat.“ 
While the honeſt citizen flew eagerly to tell his 
daughter, chat ſhe had made the conquelt of a prince, 
Moralez, who had heard the whole converſation, 
thiew himſelf on his knees before me, ſaying, * Mon- 
ſignior the Italian prince, ſon. of a ſovereign of the e 
vallies ſituated between the Swiſs, Milaneſe and e ! 
give me leave to embrace the feet of your highneſs, 
and teſtify the exceſſive joy I feel, Upon the faith of 10 
a knave, I look upon you as a prodigy ! I thought 1 
myſelf the firſt man in the world, but truly I ſtrike 8 
to you, although you have leſs experience than 1,” V 
% What! you are no longer uncaſy, I hope,” faid 1 0 
a 
ſ 
c 
* 
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to him. O! not at all {anſwered he) I am no 
longer afraid of Signior Pedro ; let him come again 
as ſoon as he pleaſes.” Monalez and I being now 
hrm ſet in the ftirrups, began to regulate the courſe 
we ſhould take with the dowry, on which we de- 
pended ſo much, that we could not have thought our- 
ſelves more ſecure of it, had it been already in our 


Pockets. We had not, as yet, got it for all that, and ) 
the cataſtrophe of the adventure did not anſwer our ( 
expectation. a 4:5, F 

In a little time, the young man of Calatrava re- 8 
turged,. accompanied by two citizens and an algua- I 
zil, as formidable, on account of his whiſkers and F 
iwarthy complexion, as of his employment. Flo- 
Acntina's father being preſent, © Signior de Moyadas, f. 
(ſaid Pedro to him) I have brought hither three cre- ſ 

E  ditable;people, who know, me, and can tell you who t 

Zam. “, Yes, ſure (cried the alguazil) I can tell, f. 

eL certify to all whom it may concern, that I 2 


koaw 
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know you. Your name is Pedro, and you are the 


only ſon of Juan Velez de la Menbrilla : whoever 
maintains the contrary is an impoſtor,” „ I believe 
you, Mr. Alguazil (faid the honeſt man Jerome de 
Moyadas) your evidence is facred with me, as well as 
that ol the gentlemen merchants, who are along with 
you. I am fully convinced that the young cayalier, 
who conducted you hither, is the only ſon of my 
brother's, correſpondents : but that does not ſignify, 
J am no longer in the mind to give him my ugh 
ter.“ 
„ Oho! that's another affair (ſaid the alguszil) 1 
came hither only to aſſure you, that I know this 
oung man. You are maſter of your child, and no 
bats can compel you to part with her againſt your 
inclination.” Nor do [ intend (ſaid Pedro, inter- 
rupting him) to offer violence to the inclination of 
Signior de Moyadas; but he will give me leave to aſk 
why he has changed his ſentiments, or if he has any 
cauſe to compiain of me. Let me be aſſured, st 
leaſt, that I have not loſt the ſweet hope of being his 


* 


| ſon-in-law by my own miſbehaviour.“ „I have no 


cauſe, to complain of you (rephed the old man} and 
will even own, that it is with regret I fee myſelf un- 
der a, neceſſity of breaking my word, for which I con- 
jure, you, to forgive me. I am perſuaded that you 
ae too generous to take it amiſs, that I prefer to 
you a rival, who has ſaved my lite, Here he is, 
(purſued. he, ſhewing me to the company) this is the 
perſon who reſcued me from the moſt imminent dan- 
ger; and that my excuſe may have ſtill more force, 
I muſt inform you that he is no leſs than an Italian 
prince. _ | 

At theſe laſt words, Pedro became mute and con- 
founded; the two merchants ſtared with the utmoſt 
ſurprize : but the alguazil, accuſtomed to look upon 
the worſt ade of every thing, ſuſpected this wander- 


ful adventure to be a trick, that might turn out to his 
advantage; he eyed me 72 attentively, and his 
We) d A 5 


good- 
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good will being; baffled by my features, which wers 
utterly, unknown to him, he examined my comrade 
With the ſame attention. Unluckily for my highnefs, 
he recollected Moralez, and remembring to have ſeen 
him in the priſon of Cindad Real, * Ah ha! (exied 
Fe) here is one of my cuſtomers. I remember this 
_ gentleman, /who, I aſſure you, is one of the molt 
perfect hatpers within the kingdoms and prineipali- 
ties of Spain.“ * Softly, Mr. Alguazil (ſaid Jerome 
de Moyadas) the young man, whom you paint fo df. 
advantageouſly, is the domeſtic of a prince.“ © Vay 
well (replied the alguazil) I know enough to form 
my relolution accordingly, and judge of the maſter 
by the man. I don't dotibt that theſe gallan's ae 
two cheats, who have agreed to impoſe upon you. I 
know how to manage in ſuch caſes ; and to- let you 
ice that theſe wits are adventurers, I will carry them 
inſtantly to gaol. I intend to introduce them to-a 
Private converſation with Monſieur the Corregidor; 
after which, they will feel that whipping is not yet 
out of faſhion.” © Hold there, maſter officer (re- 
plied the old man) don't let us puſh matters ſo fat: 
pcople of your profeſſion are not afraid of giving pain 
to a worthy man. May not this valet be a rognie, 
and his maſter a man of honour ? is it a new thing 
to fee ſharpers in the ſervice of princes 2? (% Van 
ke with your princes (ſaid the alguagil) this young 
{cow is a knight of the poſt, you may depend upon 
it, and 1 arreit him and his comrade in the king's 
name. I have twenty foldiers at the door, who thall 
diag them to prifon, if they refuſe to go with a good 
grace. Come, my prince (addreſſing himſelf to me) 

Jet us march.“ | 
I was thunderſtruck at theſe words, as well as Mo- 
ralez, and our concern rendered us ſulpected to Je- 
rome de Moyadas ; or rather convinced him, that we 
aftually had a deſign to detiaud him. On this ocCa- 
hon, however, he bchaved like a gallant man; laying 
to the alguazil, © Maſter officer, perhaps your ſuſpi- 
| a con 


— 


1 


GL IEA... al 
cions are falfe, and perhaps they are but too trus. 


D Be it as it will, let us dive no farther into the affair; 
N let cheſe two young cavaliers retite Whereſoever they 
n ſhall pleaſe to go, and I beg you wilt not oppoſe their 
d retreat: it is a favour I aſk, in order to acijuit myſe f 
$ of the obligation Ie to them.“ „ Were 1 itrift] 

t to do my duty, (anſwered the alguazil) I ſhould im- 
i priſon theſe gentlemen, without having any regard ta 
e your intreaty; but, fdr Four fake, I will relax a little 
. provided that they quit the town this inſtant: for if 


I meet them to-morrow, egad | they ſhall ſee what Will 
become of them.“ D ae ett 
When Moralez and I undetſtood that we were free, 
we recollected ourſelves a little, endeavoured to talk 
boldly, and affirm that we were perſons of honour; 
but the alguazil ſilenced us with a fierce look; and 1 
don't know how theſe people have an aſcendant over 
us. We were obliged, therefore, to abandon Foren- 
tina and her portion to Pedro de la Menbrilla, who, 
doubtleſs, became the ſon- in law of Jerome de Moy- 
adas, and retire' with all ſpeed, taking the road to 


: Truxillo, with the conſolation of having, at leaſt; get 
in an hundred piſtoles by the adventure. About an hour 
e, before night, paſſing by a little village, with a reſolu- 
8 tion of going farther before we ſhould halt, we per- 
zu ecived an inn of a pretty good appearance for thiät 
ng place, and the landlord with his wife fitting on long 
on ſtones at the door. The huſband, a tall, meagre old 
4's lellow, thrummed upon a wretched guitar, for the di- 
all verſion of his wife, who ſeemed to liſten with plea» 
od lur-. “Gentlemen (cried the landlord, when he fas 
jc) we did not ſtop) I adviſe you to halt at this place; 
| you won't find a village within three weary leagues 
lo- of this; and even there, I aflure you, you won't be 
E o well ſerved as here: take my word for it, and walk 
we into my houſe, where I will entertaim you hand ſome- 
ba- ly, at a realonable rate.“ We ſuffered our ſelves to: 
ng be perſuaded, and apptoaching the man and his wife, 


bid chem good even; and having feared gurſelves by 
them, 


| | 
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them, began, all four, to talk of indifferent ſubjeRts, 
The landlord ſaid he was an officer of the holy bro- 
cher hood; and his wife was a fat, merty dame, who 
deemed to underitand very well how to vend her 
commodities. | | 
Our converſation was interrupted by. the arrival of 
twelve or kfteen cavaliers, ſome mounted on mules, 
and ſome a-herſeback, followed by thirty baggage 
.moyls loaded with bales. Ah! what à number of 
-princes ! (cried the landlord, at ſight of ſo many peo- 
ple) where ſhall I find lodging for them all?“ Ina 
moment the village was crouded with, men and beaſts, 
There Was luckily, near the inn, a vaſt barn, in which 
the moyls and the baggage were diſpoſed: the mules 
and hories belonging to the cavaliers, were put in 
other places; and as for the men, they did not concern 
themſelves ſo much about finding beds, as in befpeak- 
ing a good ſupper. The landlord, his wife, and a 
young maid ſervant belonging to the houſe, were not 
.adle; they ſlaughtered all the poultry in their yard, 
(which joined to ſome ragouts made of rabbits and cats, 
and a plentiful dith of ſoup, compoſed of colliflow- 
ers and mutton, furniſhed entertainment enough for 
the whole company. " i Daz 
Moralez and I looked at the cavaliers, Who, from 


| atime. to:time, eyed us alſo. At laſt, ue entered imo 


-converſation, and told them, that if it was agrecabſe, 
we would ſup in company. They aſſured us, that 


e could not do them a greater pleaſure, ſo we ſat 


dow all together at table. There was one among 
„them who ſeemed to be the chief, and for 'whom the 
reſt, (though otherwiſe very familiar, did not fail to 
Sſhew ſome deference : *tis true, indeed, he kept the 
upper end, -talked in an elevated tone of voice, apd 
even contradicted, ſometimes, in a cavalier manner, 
the ſentiments of the reſt, who, far from replying, in 
the lame manner to him, ſeemed to reſpect his opr- 


nions. The diſcourſe falling by accident on Abd: 


Seville, 


Auſia; and Moralez taking it into his head to praille 


N ww Ha97 
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Seville, this man ſaid to him, Signior cavalier, you 


are making the eulogium of the city where I firſt drew” 
breath, or, at leaſt, I was born in its neighbourhood, 
ſince the town. of Mayrena gave me to the world.“ 
« I can ſay the ſame thing, (anſwered my compa- 
nion) I was likewiſe born at Mayrena, and I muſt 
certainly know your parents: pray, whoſe ſon are 
you e Tam (ſaid the cavalier) the fon of an ho- 
neſt notary; called Martin Moralez.“ Upon my 
faith ! (cried my comrade, with emotion) the adven- 
ture is extremely ſingular : you are then my eldeſt 
brother, Manuel Moralez ?“ “ The'very-ſame, (ſaid 
the other) and you are, I ſuppoſe, my young brother 
Lewis, whom I left in the ctadle, when I quitted my 
father's houſe ?P' „ That is my name, indzed,” (re- 
plied my comrade). Upon which they both got up, 
and embraced one another with great affection Ther 
Signior Manuel ſaid to the company, “ Gentlemen, 
this event is altogether marvellous ! T have, by acci- 
dent, met and diſcovered a brother, whom T have 
not ſeen theſe twenty years and more; allow me to 
preſent” him to the company.” All the cavallers, 
who kept themſelves ſtanding, out of complaifance, 
ſaluted the young Moralez, and loaded bim with ca- 
reſſes. Afterwards, we ſat down again at table, 
where we remained all night, without going to bed 3 
the two brothers fitting by one another, and conver 
ing by themſelves, about their family, while the other 
gucſts drank and made merry. | 
Lewis, after a long converſation with Manuel, tak 
ing me aſide, ſaid, “ All theſe cavaliers are domeſtics 
of the Count de Montanos, whom the King has lately” 
named for viceroy of Majorca. They are condukting 
their maſter's equipage to Alicant, where they are ® 
embark. My brother, who is become ſteward to that 
nobleman, has propoſed to carry me along with him; 
and, on account of the reluftance I expreſſed in leave 
ing you, told me, that if you would accompany us, 
he would procure for you Wm 251 
mien 
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friend (added he) I adviſe thee not to diſdain the of- 


fer; let us go togcther to the iſland of Majorca; if Ml 
we find it agreeable, we will tay there, and if we "IA 
ſkall be diſpleaſed with our ſituation, we will return 5 
to Spain.“ x | M* 
I willingly embraced this prqpoſal; young Mo- ol 
Talez and 1 joined the. count's ofhcers, and let out nif 
with them from the inn, before day. Having, by. "i 
lang marches, gained the city of Alicant, I bought Wh 
a guitar, and took off a handſome ſuit of cloaths, Ar 
before our embarkation ; thinking of nothing but the AY 
iſland of Majorca, and Lewis Moralez was inthe ſame an 
diſpoſition. We iccmcd to have reaounced ſharping Je 
altogether. To tell you the truth, we had a mind to ſce 
paſs for perſons of honour among the cavaliers, in the 
whoſe company we were; and that kept a check upon wh 
our geniuſes, At lai we went merrily on board, we 
Flattering ourſelves with the hopes of being at Majorca wh 
in a very little time: but ſcarce had we cleared the fan 
gulph of Alicant, when a terrible tempeſt aroſe, I ſan 
night in this place of my relation, take an opportu— in! 
nity to make a fine deſcription of the ſtorm; to paint ten 
the air all on fire, to make ihe thunder roar, the winds ſol 
Whiſtle, the mountains-billows roll, &c. But aH thele Lo! 
flowers of rhetorie apart, I aſſure you the hurricane he 
Was violent, and obliged us to bear away for the f 
point of the iſland of Cabrera, a deſert iſle, in Which pla 
there is a little fort, at that time garriſoned by an oft» not 
cer, and five or (ix ſoldiers, who gave us a very ho“ ant 
puable receplon, cv 
„As we were obliged to ſtay there ſeveral days, in wh 
{- order to repair our lails and tackle, we invented. dif- 1 
| ferent kinds of amuſcments, to paſsthe time agreea- Ale 
bly... Each followed his own, in-linations: ſome wa! 
played at primero, others ſought different diverhons, dre: 
and 1 went to walk through the ifland, accompanied Was 
by thole who luved ſuch exerciſe, We ſkipt from ſery 
rack io rock ; tor the ground was very uneven, full of that 
loncs, and very deficicut in good ſail, One days, W wi 
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while we-conſidered theſe parched, withered places, 
and admired the caprice of nature, that thew's her ſelf 
fruitful or barren, as ſhe pleaſes, our noſes were in- 
vaded, all of a ſudden, with a moſt agreealile ſmell; 
We immediately turned to the eallward, from 
whence that odour came, and perceived, w ith afo- 
niſhment, among the rocks, a large, round, green 
{not ſutrounded » ith tone ſackles, even mae 
beautiful and ſwect- ſcented hen thoſe that grow 1n 
Andaluſia. We approached, with pleaſure, thoſe 
charming ſhrubs, which perfumed the. air all around, 
and found that they bordered upon the entry of a very 
deep cavern, which being large and light, we de- 
ſcended to the bottom of it, turning by ſteps of Rtone,, 
the ends of which were adorned with flowers, the 
hole forming a natural winding ſtair-caſe, When 
we had got down, we ſaw ſeveral little rills of water, 
which derived their ſources from drops that ince - 
ſantly diſtilled from the rocks within, creeping along 
ſand more yellow than gold, and losing themſelves 
in the caith. The water leemed fo pure, that we were 
tempted eto dripk, and found. it fo treth, that we re- 
ſolved to return next day to the ſame place, wh ſome: 
bottles of wine, .perſuaded that we ſhould empty 
them with vaſt pleaſure, 

It was with regret we quitted ſuch. an agreeable 
place, and, when we went beck to the fort, we did 
not fail to boaſt of our diſcovery ; but the command. 
ant cautioned us. as a friend, againſt returning to the 


* Cavern, with which we were fo much charmed“ Far 


what? (ſaid I to him) Is there any thing to fear ?“ 
© Yes, withovt doubt, (he rep! lied); the corfſairs of 
Algicrs and Tripoli ſometimes land on this iſle, ta 
water, et that ſpring, ard one day ſurprized two fol- 
drers of my garriſon, whom they made ſlaves,” It 
was in vain for the officer to tell us this wuh a very 
ſcrious air; he could not perſuade vs; for we believed 
that he jeſted : : and next day I returned to the cavern 
wih three more of my companions, without provide 


ng 
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ing ourſelves with fire-arms, to ſhew that we dreaded 


nothing. Young Moralez would'not be of the party, 


chuſing rather to ſtay with his brother, and play in 
the fort. | ; 
Having deſcended, as the day before, to the bottom 
of the cave, we cooled ſome bottles of wine that we 
had brought along with us in the rivulets;; and while 
we drank them deliciouſty, playing on the guitar, 
and converſing pleaſantly together, we ſaw ſeveral 
men appear at the mouth of the cavern above, with 
large whiſkers, turbans, and Turkiſh dreſs. We ime-⸗ 
gined that it was a part of the count's domeſtics, with 
the commandant of the fort, who had thus diſguiſed 
themſelves in order to frighten us; and, prepoſſeſſed 
with this fancy, began to laugh, letting no leſs than 
ten of them come down, without thinking of defend- 
ing ourſelves, We were, however, ſoon undeceived 
in a melancholy manner, and convinced that it was 
a corſair, who came with bis peoples to carry us off, 
Surrender, you dogs, (he ciied, in the Caſtilian 
tongue) or you ſhall be all put to the ſword,” At 
the ſame time his followers preſented their carbines 
to us, and we ſhould have undergone a fine diſcharge, 
had we made the lea!trefiltance—We preferred ſlavery. 
to death, and gave our {words to the pirate, who or- 
dered us to be loaded with chains, and conducted to 
his veſſel, which was not far off: then ſetting fail, be 

Kecred with a fait wind towards Algier. 

In this manner were we puniſhed for neglecting the 
caution of the officer of the garriſon. The finſt thing 
that the corſair did was to rifle us of all the money we 
had. — What a fine windfall for him! the two hun- 

dred piſtoles taken from the young citizens of Placen- 
tia ; the hundred which Moralez had received from 

Jerome de Moyadas, and which unluckily I had 

about me, were all {wept away without mercy, My 

companions had alſo their purſes well furmfhed, In 
ſhort, it was an excellent prize, The pirate was re- 

Jaiced at his good luck; and the. raſcal, not ae 
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with our plunder, inſulted us with his raillery, which 
we did not feel half ſo much as the necetflity that 
compelled us to bear it.— Afler a thoufand jokes, he 
ordeted the bottles of wine which we had cooled at 
the fountain, and which the people had taken care to 
ſeize, to be brought to him, and began to empty them 
wah his crew, drinking to our health by way of de- 
riſion. 

During this conjuncture, the countenances of my 
comrades expreſſed the pain they felt; and their fla- 
very mortified them the more, becauſe they had 
formed the moſt delightful idea of their voyage to the 
iſlaud of Majorca, where they had laid their account 
with leading. a-moſt delicious lile.—As for me, I had; 
fortitude enough to project s plan.of condutt for my- 
ſelf; and, leſs afraid than my fellows, entered into 
converſation with the rallier, and even returned his 
jokes with a good grace. Pleaſed with my behaviour, 
& Young man (ſaid he) Llike thy diſpoſition; for, in 
the main, inſtead of ſighing aud groaning, it is beiter 
for one to arm himſelf with patience, and ſail with 
the ſtream.—Play to us a ſmall air, (added he, obſerv- 
ing that I had a guitar;) let us ſee what thou canſt 
do.” Fobeyed him, as ſoon as he had ordered my 
arms to be unchained, and began to thrum upon my 
guitar in ſuch a manner as acquired Ins applauſe. 
I had, indeed, learned under the beſt maſter in Ma- 
drid, and played on that inſtrument pretty well.-F 
lang ikewife, and my voice gave no leſs ſatisfaction. 
—All the Turks in the veſſel expreſſed the pleature 
they felt in hearing me, by geſtures of adinitation; a 
circumſtance from which I concluded, that their taſte 
for muſick was not extremely delicate. The pirate 
whiſpered to me, that I ſhould not be an unhappy 
llave; and that one of my talents might depend upon 
an employment that would make my captivity very 
ſupportable. | 

I felt ſome joy at theſe words; but flattering as they 
were, I had abundance. of unecaſmeſs on.the. Corn 4 
- 41-35 


Ko 


© The ADVENTURES of 
this occupation, with the promiſe of which the cor» 
Fair regaled me. When we arrived at the port of Al- 
gier *, we {aw a great number of people aſſembled to 
receive us, who; as ſoon as we were landed, ſhonted 
with joy; beſides, the air reſonnded with the confuſed 
noiſe of trumpets, moriſco flutes, and other inſtru- 
ments uſed in that country, which formed a-{ympho- 
ny more loud than agreeable. The cauſe of theſe re- 
Joicines was a falle report which had ſpread through 
the city, importing that the renegado Mehemet (this 
was our pirate's name) had pcrithed in attacking a 
large Genoeſe veſſel : ſo that all his friends, informed 
of his return, were eager in their epreſſions of joy. 
We had no ſooner ſet foot on ſhore, than I and m 
companions were conducted to the palace of Dey So- 
1;man, where a Chriſtian ſecretrry, examining us one 
by on, ajked our names, ages, country, religion, 
and qualifica ions. Then Mehemet, ſhewing me to 
the dey, extolled my voice, and aſſured him that I 
played raviſhingly on the guitar. This was enough 
to determine Solyman to chuſe me for his own ſer- 
Vice: accordingly .I was detained in his ſeraglio, 
while the other captives were led into a public place, 
and fold according to cuſtom. What Mchemet had 
Foxetold to me in the veffel, came to paſs. My con- 
dition was very happy; far from being abandoned to 
Julors, or. employed in laborious work, I was, by 
order of Sciyman, diſpoſed of in a particular place, 
with five or fix ſlaves of quality, who expected every 
moment to be redeemed, and whoſe taſks were far 
from being painful. My buſineſs was to water the 
Jorange-trees and flowers in the garden, and I could 
not have been favoured with a more agreeable occu- 
(. p-tion, : 
Solyman was a man about-forty years of age, well 


* 


Algier, a city on the coaſt of Barbary, poſſeſſed by 
1 the Moors, who are at perpetual war with the Spani- 


c | uds; and under the protection of the Turk, 
1 | :lhapedy 


fl 


t 


ca ped, very polite, and for a Turk, mighty gallant. 
His chief favourite was a Cachemirian * woman, 
who, by her underſtanding and beauty, had acquired 
an abſolute dominion over him.—He loved her even 
to adoration, and treated her, every day with ſome 
entertainment or other; ſometimes with a concert of 
vocal and inſtrumental muſick, and ſometimes with a 
comedy inthe Turkiſh taſte: that is to ſay, a dramatic 
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poem, in which modeſty and decorum was as little | 


regarded as the rules of Ariſtotle. The favourite, | 


whoſe name was Farrukhnaz, was paſſionately fond of 


theſe divetſions, and even made her women ſome- 
times repreſent Arabian pieces before the dey ;-where» 
in the herſelf played a part, and charmed all the ſpec- 
tatots by the grace and vivacity of her action. I be- 
ing one day among the muſicians at a repreſentation 
of this kind; Solyman oxgdercd me to play upon the 
guitar, and ſing alone between the acts: I had the 
good fortune to pleaſe, was very much applauded, 


—— — —_—_— — — 


anch the favourite ſeemed to look upon me with a fa 


vourable eye. 


The very next day, while I was buſied in watering 


the orange: trees in the garden, an eunuch paſſing by 
me, without Ropping or ſpeaking one word, dropt a 
billet at my feet: I took it up in a confuſton made 


up of fear and joy.—I lay down upon the ground, 


that I might not be ſeen from the windows of the ſe- 
raglio; and concealing myſelf behind the boxes in 
which the orange-trees were planted, opened the let- 
ter, in which I found a pretty valuable diamond, and 
theſe words iu good Caſtiliau: 


“ Young Chriſtian, thank heaven for thy captivity. 
—Love and fortune will make thee happy : love, if 
thou art ſenſible to the charms of a beautiful woman; 


* Cachemire is a country under the dominion of 
the great Mogul, called the Indian paradiſe; remarks 
ble for the beauty and wit of its women, 
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and fortune, if thou haſt courage to deſpiſe the great - 
elit danger.“ | 


J did not in the leaſt doubt that the letter came from 
the favou'te ſultana : the ſtile and diamond p rſuaded 
me that the mult have been the author. Beſides, that 


I am not naturally very timorous, the vanity of being 


in the good graces of a grand fignior's miſtreſs, and 
more than that, the hope of getung from her four 
times as much money as would be neceſſary” for my 
ranſom, made me form the delign of atchieving that 
adventure, whatever dangers might attend it. I con- 
tinued my work, mußing upon the means of entering 
the apartment of Farrukhnaz, or rather expecting that 
ſhe would pave the way; for I concluded that ſhe 
would not {top there, but at leaſt be at more than half 


the trouble. I was not miſtaken: the ſame eunuch 


that paſſed-me before, repaſſed an hour after, and ſaid, 
„ Chrilitian, haſt thou conſidered ;- and wilt thou have 


the boldneſs to follow me?” TI anſwered, *' Yes.” 


He replicd, © Very well; Heaven preſerve thee— 
Thou ſhalt ſce me again to-morrow morning”! 80 
ſaying, he retired. —Next day he appeared according- 
1y, about eight in the morning, and beckoned me te 
him. I obeyed the ſignal, and he conducted me into 
a hall, where there was a large piece of linen, Which 
another. eunuch and he had brought thither, and 
which they were to carry to the ſultana, for the de- 


coration of an Arabian piece, that ſhe was preparing 


for the entertainment of the dey. 
The two eunuchs, having ſpread out the cloth, laid 


me along within it, and at the hazard of my being 

fjuffocated, rolled it up again with me in the middle: 
then, cach taking one end of it, carried me thus, un- 

(| queſtioned, into the bed-chamber of the fair Cache- 

mirian, who had nobody with her but an old ſlave 

devoted to her pleaſure, When the two unrolled the 

4 
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cloth, Farrukhnaz, at fight of me, broke out into 
tranſports of joy, that well diſcovered the genius of 
| women 


811 1 


women in that country Bold as I naturally was, I 


could not fee myſelf tranſported, all of a ſudden, inte 


the ſecret apartment .of the women, without bein 
ſeized with fear. The lady eaſily perceived it, aid 
in order to diſſipate my_apprehenſion, ſaid, * Young 
man, fear nothing: Solyman is gone to his country- 
houſe, where he will remain all day: fo that we may 
converſe together freely”. | | 4 
Encouraged by theſe words, I aſſumed a look that 
redoubled the favourite's joy. “ I am pleaſed with 
your perſon, (ſaid ſhe) and intend to ſoften the 11gour 
of your flavery : I believe you worthy of the ſenti- 
ments I have conceived for you; for tho? you are 
in the dreis of a flave, you have a noble and gallant 
air that ſhews you are not of the vulgar. Speak erty 
and tell me who you are.—I know that captives ofa 
noble birth diſguiſe their rank, that they may be re- 
dee med at an eaſter rate; but you have no occaſion te 
behave in that manner with me ; I ſhould even be af= 
fronted at ſuch a precaution, ſince I promiſe to ſet you 
at liberty. —— Be ſincere, therefore, and confeſs, 
that you are a young man of a good family.“ „ Tru- 
ly, madam, (I rephed) it would be ingratitude in me 
to repay your generoſity with diſſimulation; and ſince 
you abſolutely charge me to reveal my quality, you. 
mult be fatisfied. 1 am the ſon of a Spaniſh gran» 
dec,” —Perhaps I ſpoke truth: at leaſt the ſultana be- 
lieved it; "hk | pleaſed that ſhe had thrown her eyes 
upon 2 gentleman. of importance, aſſured me that it 
{11d not be her fault, if we did not fee one another 
often in private, We had a pretty long converſation, 
and I never faw a more engaging wowan : ſhe under- 


ſtood ſeveral languages, eſpecially the Caſtilian, which 


ihe ſpoke pretty well. When ſhe judged it time for 
us to part, I went, by her order, into an ozier baſ- 
ket, covered over with-a flowered filk, the work of 
ner own hand, Then the two ſlaves, who brought me 
in, were Called, and carried me out as a preſeut from 
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the favourite to the dey :- a thing ſacred from all the 
men who are intruſted with the guard of the women: 

Farrukhnaz end I found other means of ſeeing one 
another; and chat amiable captive infpired me with 
almoſt as much love for her, as ſlie had for me. Our 
intelligence remained ſecret during two months; altho! 
it is very difficult in a ſeraglio; to conceal the myſte- 
ries of love ſo long, from the Argus's that watch it. 
But an unlucky accident diſconcerted our ſmall affairs, 
and my fortune was intirely. changed. One day, 
when I had been introduced to the ſultana, in the 
body of an artificial dragon, that was made for @ 
ſhew, and was converſing with her, Solyman, Who; 
T imagined was buly in the country, interrupted us, 
and entered ſo haſtily into the apartment of his favous 
rite, that the old ſlave ſcarce had time to advertiſe us 
of his arrival. Conſequently, I had no leiſure to con- 
ccal myſelf, and therefore was the firſt object that 
preſented itſelf to the view of the dey. 

He ſeemed aſtoniſhed at fight of me; and his eyes 
kindled with fury. I looked upon myſelf as one 
that touched his laſt moment, and already imagined 
myſelf under the torture. As for Farrukhnaz, I per: 
ceived that ſhe was terrified indeed: but inſtead of 
owning her crime and aſking pardon, ſhe ſaid to 80. 
lyman, Signior, before you pronounce my ſentence, 

cign to hear my defence: appearances, doubtlels, 
condemn me, and I ſeem to have committed a piece 
of treaſon worthy of the moſt horrible chaſtiſement. 
J have brought this young captive hither, and in order 
to introduce him into my apartment, have uſed the 
flame artifice which I would have employed, if I had 
entertained a violent paſſion for him, Neverthelely 
I take our holy prophet to witneſs, that notwithſtand- 
ing this conduct, I am not unfaithful. I had a mind 
to converſe with this chriſtian Nave, in order to de 
tach him from his ſe&, and engage him to follow that 
of the believers, I have found in him ſuch a refilt 
ance as I expected; but however, I hays conquer 
0 
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ed his prejudice, and he has promiſed to embrace Ma- 
hometamim.” 

I own; 1 ought to have contradicted the favourite, 
without any regard to the dangerous conjuncture in 
which I was : but being in the utmoſt dejection of 
ſpirit, affected with the danger in which I faw a wo- 
- man whom I loved, and trembling for myfelf, I rex 
. mained ſpeechleſs and confuſed ; I could not utter 
2 dne word, and the dey, perſuaded by my ſilence, that 
„ his miſtreſs ſaid nothing but the truth, was appea- 
e I {cd. ©f Madam, (ſaid he) I am willing to believe that“ 
+ vou have not injured me, and that a deſire of doing 
0, a thing agreeable to the prophet, has engaged you to 
Ss, I hazard ſuch a delicate ation: I forgive your impru- 
us dcnce therefore, provided that this captive takes the 
us MW turban immediately.“ He ſent for a Marabou ® 
n+ chat inſtant; I was cloathed-with a Turkiſh dreſs, and 
hat Wl did all that was required, without having power to 

reſiſt. Or rather, I was ignorant of what I did, fo 
yes Wl much were my ſenſes diſordered. How m-ny chrif 
one I tians arc there, who would have been as bale as I wag, 
ned on ſuch an occaſion ! ' 

After the ceremony, I quitted the ſeraglio, under 
the name of Sidy Halt, to excerciſe a {mall employ- 
So; ment beſtowed upon me by Solyman. I never ſaw 
noe, the ſultana again; but one of her eunuchs com- 
ing to me one day, brought from her a preſent 
of jewels worth two thouſand ſultanins of gold, 
vith a- billet, in which the lady aſſured me, that 


order Wine would never forget my generous complaiſance, in 
d the fuffering myſelf to be made a Mahometan, in order 
1 had lave her life. Truly, beſides the preſents I receiv- 
\elelyMW&d from Farrukhanz, I obtzined, thro? her canal, an 


moloyment more conſiderable than the firſt, and in 
els than {even years, became one of the richeſt renc- 
adoes in the city of Algier. 


* Marabous are Mahometan prieſts, 
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You may well believe that if ] aſſiſted at the pray, 
ers which the muſſulmen put up in their moſques, 
and fulfilled the other duties of their religion, it was 
only out of pure grimace. I preſerved a determined 
reſolution to re-enter into the boſom of the church; 
and for that purpoſe, to withdraw. one day, into Spain 
or Italy, with the riches which I ſhould amaſs. In 
the mean time, I lived very agreeably; was lodged 
an a fine houſe, had ſuperb gardens, a great number 
of flaves, and very handſome women in my ſeraglio, 
Though the uſe of wine is [forbid in that country, to 
Mabometans, they don't fail, for the molt part, to 
Arink it in private. As for my own part, I drank 
it without ceremony, as almoſt all rgnegadoes do. 1 
remember I had two companions with whom 1 
often committed a debauch in the night. One was a 
Jew; the other an Arabian; and both, as I imagin- 
ed, honeſt men,; ſo that 1 lived with them in the 
greateſt familiarity. One evening I invited them to 
Jupper, and a dog, of which I was paſſionately fond, 
Having died that day, we bathed his body, and bu- 
Tied it with all the ceremony that is obſerved at the 
SJunerals of the Mahometans. In ſo doing we had 
mo intention to ridicule the Muſſulman religion; but 
only to amule ourielves and gratify a fooliſh whim 
chat ſeized us in the middle of our debauch, to ret 
der the laſt duties to my dog. This action however 
Had well nigh ruined me. Next day a man came 
co my houle and ſaid, © Signior Sidy Hali, I am 
come hither on an important affair. The Cady* 
Wants to ſpeak with you: take the trouble, if you 
pleaſe, to go to his houſe immediately. An Arabi. 
an merchant, who ſupped with you laſt night, has 
anformed him of a certain impiety committed by 

you, with regard to a dog which you buried, 
For this reaſon I ſummon you to appear this day 
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* The Cady is the civil magiſtrate in every town in 


befott 


Turkey. 
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before that judge, otherwiſe T give you notice that 
you will be proceeded againſt in a criminal manner.” 
So ſaying he went away, leaving me like one thun- 
der-ſtruck witty this citation, The Arabian had no 
cauſe to complain of me, and I could not comprehend 
the traitor's reaſon 'for playing me this trick. Ne- 
vertheleſs the thing was not to be neglected, I knew 
the Cady was a man ſevere in appearance, but not 
at all ſcrupulous at bottom; ſo I put two hundred 
ſultanins of gold in my purſe, and repaired to his 
houſe, He carried me into his cloſet, and ſaid, with 
a ſtern look, „you are an impious, ſacrilegious and 
abominable man; you have interred -a dog like a 
muſſulman ; what horrid profanation ! is it thus then 
you regard our moſt ſacred ceremonies? and did 
you become a Mahometan, only to-make a jeſt of our 
worſhip ?” „ Mr. Cady, (I replied) the Arabian 
who has made ſuch a malicious report of me, that 
falſe friend, is an accomplice of my crune, if itibe a 
crime to grant the honours of burial to a faithful do- 
meſtic—an animal that poſſeſſed a thouſand 2 
qualities. He loved people of merit and diſtiction 
ſo much, that even in his laſt moments, as a teſtimo- 
ny of his friend{hip, he has left them his whole for- 
tune by a will, of which I am the ſole executor. He 
bequeaths twenty crowns to one, thirty to another, 
and,, Sir, he has not forgot you, {added I, taking out 
my purſe). here are two hundred ſultanins of gold 
which he charged me to give you.” The Cady loſing 
his gravity at this diſcourſe, could not help laughing, 
and as we were alone, took the purſe without cere- 
mony, ſaying, while he diſmiſſed me, “Go, Signior 
Sidy Hali, you have done well to inter with pomp 
and honour, a dog who had ſo much confideration 
for perſons of worth.“ 
By this I extricated myſelf out of this affair, which 
it it did not make me more wiſe, rendered me at leaſt 
more circumſpect for the future, I no. longer dravk 
with the Arabian, nor even with the Jew; but 3 
B 3 
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Leghorn called Azarini, Who was my own ſlave, I 
was not like the rett of the renegadocs, who are more 
cruel to chriſtian ſlaves than the Turks themſelves; all 
my captives waited very patiently for their redemp- 
tion; and indeed I treated them ſo gently, that fome. 
times, they told me, they were more afraid of chang. 
ing their maſter than deſirous of liberty, whatever 
charms it has for people in a ſtate of bondage. 


One day, the dey's veſſels returned with conſidet- 
able prizes, bringing in more than an hundred ſlaves. 


olf both ſexes, whom they had taken on the coaſt of 
Spain. Solyman kept but a very ſmall number, and 
the reſt were expoſed to ſale : I arrived in the mar- 
ket-place, and bought a Spaniſh girl about ten or 
kth years old, who wept bitterly and ſeemed in de- 
air, 

| ble of captivity ; and bid her, in Caſtilian, moderate 
her affliction, aſſuring her that ſhe had fallen into the 
hands of a maſter who did not want humanity, tho? 
he worea turban, The young creature, whoſe mind 
was {ti]l engroſſed by her ſorrow, did not hear what 
I {aid ; ſhe did nothing but ſob, complain of her fate, 
and from time to time, cry with a piteous accent, * O 
my mother! why are we ſeparated ? I ſhould have 
patience were we together.” In pronouncing thele 
words, ſhe turned her eyes towards a woman between 
forty and fifty years of age, who ſtood a few paces 
from her, and with a downcaſt look, waited in ſullen 
ſilence, until ſomebody ſhould purchaſe her. I alk- 
ed the young girl, if the perſon ſhe looked at was her 
mother. Yes, alas! Signior, (ſhe rephed) in the 
name of God, do not part us.” Well, my child, (ſaid 
I) if it is neceſſary for your conſolation that you ſhould 
be together, you ſball ſoon be ſatisſied.“ At the ſame 
time, I approached the mother, in order to þid for 
her: but I no ſooner beheld her face, than I recole&- 
ed with all the emotion you can imagine the features, 
the individual countenance of Lucinda]! Juſt bes. 


. ven! 


I was ſurpriged to ſee one of her age ſo ſenſi- 


ven 
dout 
afflié 
obje 
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am ſomewhat of your diſpoltion Jaſſure you. There 
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ven! (ſaid I to myſelf) 'tis my own mother! 'tis, 


doubtleſs, ſhe herſelf! As for her, whether the deep | 


affliction occaſioned by her misfortunes, made all the 
objects that ſuxrounded her appear to her as enemies; 
or that my dreſs diſguiſed me; or rather that I was 
much altered in twelve years, during which ſhe had 


not ſeen me, I know not, but ſhe did not at all re- 


member-me. 


Having bought her alſo, I carried them both to my 
houſe, where deſigning to give them the pleaſure of 


knowing who I was, „ Madam, {fatd*I to Lucinda) 


s it poſſible that my features do nei itrike you? Have 


my whiſkers and turban dignifed me fo much, that 


you do not know your ſon Raphael? My mother 
Rarting at theſe Words, conſidered my countenance, 
recollected me, and we embraced one another with 
great tender geſs. I then embraced her daughter, Who, 
perhaps knew no more of having a brother, than I 
of having a fiſter. * Confels (ſaid Ito my mother) 


that in all your theatrical pieces, yeu have not a re- 


copnition ſo original as this.“ „ Son, (anſwered the 
\.Mng)-L was at firſt rejoiced to fee you again, but 
now my joy is converted into grief! In what a ſitua- 
tion, alas do I find you? My flavery gives me a 
thouſand” times leſs pain, than that odious dreſs.““ 
% In good faith! madam, {fail J, interrupting her 


with a laugh) I admire your delicacy, which to be 


ſure he is very commendable in an actreſs: why, 
good God , mother, you muſt be greatly altered, if 
my metamorphoſis offends you ſo much ? Inſtead of 
1nding fault with my turban, look upon me rather as 
an actor Who plays the part of a Turk, upon the 
tage; though 1 am a renegado, I am no more a mul- 
ſalman now, than when I was im Spain; and at bot- 
tom I feel myſelf il attached to my religion: when 
you ſhall know the adventures that have happened to 
me in this conntry, you will excuſe my conduct. 
Love was my crime; and I ſacrifice to that deity : 1 
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is ſtill another reaſon, (added I) which-ought to mo. 

derate your diſpleaſure in ſeeing me thus ſituated; 
You expected to ſuffer in Algier a rigorous captivity : 
and you find in your maſter, a ſon, tender, reſpect- 
ful, and rich enough to maintain you here in abund- 
ance, until we can lay hold of an occaſion of returning 
certainly into Spain, So that you muſt allow that 
proverb to be true, which ſays, It is an ill wind 
that blows no body good.“ 

Son, (ſaid Lucinda to me) ſince you deſign to re- 

aſs one day into your own country, and there ab- 
Jure the religion of Mahomet, I am comforted. 
Thank heaven! (continued ſhe) that I ſhall be able to 
carry back your young ſiſter Beatrice, ſafe and ſound. 
into Caſtile.” © Yes, Madam (cried I) you ſhall have it 
in your power: we will go all three together as ſoon as 
poſſible, and rejoin the reſt of our family; for 1 ſup» 
poſe you have more marks of your fruitfulneſs in Spain. 
% No, (ſaid my mother) I have no other children than 
you two; you mult know that Beatrice is the fruit of 
awful wedlock.” (. Why (I reſumed) did you give 


my little ſiſter that advantage over me ? How could: 
you reſolve to marry ? I have heard you ſay an hun- 


dred times, during my childhood, that you could not 
forgive an handſome woman for taking a huſband.” 
“ Every ſcaſon has its reaſon, my ſon, (ſhe repli- 
ed) men of the moſt firm reſolution are apt to change; 
and would you have a woman be more conſtant! I 
will (added ſhe} recount my hiſtory after you leſt 
Madrid.” Then ſhe made the following narration, 
which (as it is curious) I will favour you with. 
If you remember it, (ſaid my mother) you quits 
ted young Leganez about thirty years ago: at that 
time the duke Medina Celi told me, that he would 
come and ſup with me in private one evening: he ap- 
pointed the day, when I waited: for that nobleman, 
* who came accordinly, and I had the good fortune to 
pleaſe im. He demanded the ſacrifice of all the 
1.yals-be might have; I granted his requeſt, wing 
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. sf being well paid for my condeſcenſion; and my 
; nopes were not diſappointed : for, the very next day, 
I received from him confrierable preſents, Which 
- were followed by many more, during the courſe of 
. our correſpondence, I was afraid that I ſhould not 
g ve able to detain a man of ſuch high rank a long time 
t in my fetters; and this I dreaded the more, becauſe 
d lc very well, that he had eſcaped from celebra- 

ted beautics, whoſe chains he had broke almoſt as 
e ſoon as he had bore them: Nevertheleſs, far from 
Je being every day leſs and leſs-plealed with my favours. 


d. Ins raptures ſeemed rather to increaſe: in ſhort, F 
to had the art to amuſe him, and hinder his heart, na- 
d turalily inconſtant, from giving way to its uſual le- 
it vity. 

28 He had been attached to me already three months, 
p- and I had room to flatter myſelt, that his paſſion- 
n. would be of long duration; when one of my ſhe- 
an friends and I went to an aſſembly, where he happen- 


of ed to be with his ducheſs, in order to hear a concert 


ve of vocal-and infirumental muſic. We chanced to 
14: W place ourlelves pretty near the ducheſs, who was 
in- W pleaſed to take amiſs, that I ſhould preſume to ap- 
"ot WW pear in a place Where ſhe was, and ſent a meſſage: 
.“ do me by one of her women, defiring. that I would 
li- immediately withdraw. I returned an inſolent an- 
ez {wer, Which incenſed the dutcheſs ſo much, that ſhe 
I IU complained of it to her huſband, who came to me in 
eſt W perſon, and faid; © Retire, Lucinda; though noble- 
wy men of my rank attach themlctves to ſuch little ctea- 


tures as you; they mult not forget themſelves altoge- 


a1ts ther : if we love you more than our wivis, we honour 
hat our wives more than you; and as often as you have 
uld the inſolence to put yourſelves in competition with 


ap them, you will always have the mortiſication to be 
an, treated with indignity.“ 

: Luckily for me the duke ſpoke this in a tone of 
voice ſo low, that not one word was overheard by 
the people around us. I withdigw, covered with 
| B 4 ſhame, 
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ſhame, and wept with vexation, for the affront I had 
received. To-crownt my conſuſion, the actors and 
actreſles got nenice of the adventure that very evening: 

one w ould thigk theſce.peopleentertain a demon, wha 
deliglus in reporting to one whatever happens to an- 
other. If an actor, for example, is guilty of ſome ex- 
travagant action in a debauch, or an actreſs enters into 
articles with a rich gallant, the company is immedi- 
ately informed of the ,C:rcumRance. All my com- 


rades therefore, knew. what happened at the concert, 


and God knows how they reqoiced at my expence, 
A ſpirit of charity, which teigus among them, vſually 
manifeſts ziſelf on theſe occaſions. I put myſelf, 
however, above their tittle-tattle, and conſoled my- 
ſelf for the loſs of the duke de Medina Ccli; for he 
yilited me no more, and I learned a few days after, 

that a Carthuſian nun had made a conqueſt of him. 
When a lady belonging to the theatre has the good 
fortune to be 1n vogue, ſhe cannot want lovers; and 
the paſſion of a grandee, though it does not laſt above 
three days, greatly inhances her price. I found my- 
ſelf beſieged with adorers, as ſoon as it was known in 
Madrid chat the duke had forſaken me. Thoſe rivals 
whom I had facrificed to him, more captivated by my 
charms than ever, returned in crowds, as cendidates 
tor my favour; I received homage from a thouſand 
other hearts, and was never fo much iu faſhion before, 
Of all men who courted my graces, a fat Germany 
gentleman to the duke d'Otſuna, ſeemed the moſt 
eager, He had not a very. amiable perſon, but ate 
trated my attention by a thouiand piltoles, which he 
bad amaſied in the ſervice of his ma{ter, and which 
he {quandered away, in order to be deemed worthy of 
being in the lift of my happy gallants. As long as 
this worthy admirer, whoſe name was Brutandork, 
had moncy to ſpend, I gave him a favourable recep« 
tion ; but when he was ruined, he found my door al- 
ways {hut againſt him. This proceeding of mine dif 
uicalcs him, and he came to ſearch for me at the 
theatres 


„ ATLy Þ LS. 33 
d theatre, during the play. He found me behind the 


id {cencs, and began to reproach me for my inzratitude, 
> I laughed in his face, at which he was enraged, and 
19 lent. me a box on the ear, like a blunt German as he 
n- was; I ſhrieked aloud, interrupted the repreſentation, 
x appcared upon the lage, and addrefling myſelt to the 
to Duke d'Offana, who was preſent with the duchels his 
li- l.dy, demanded, juſtice for the German behaviour ok 
n- his genlteman, The duke ordered us to go on with 
it, the play. and faid he would hear the parties, when 
e. we had finiſhed the piece. As ſoon as it was over, I 
ly preſented myſelf, in a good deal of emotion, betore 
If, the duke, and ſignificd my grievance in a pathetic 
ye manner; as for the German, he employed but two 
ne words in his defence; he ſaid, “ that far from re- 
r, penting of what he had done, he would do it again 
: Ou tie fame provocation.“ Zoth parties being heard, 
54 the duke of Otffina ſeid to my adverſary, * Brutan- 
1d dorf, I difmits you from my ſervice; let me never lee 
ve vour face again: not that I mind your having ftrack 
y- an aftrefs, but am offended at your want of reſpett to 
in your maſter and miſtreſs, by preſuming to diſturb the 
ils entertainment in their preſence,” | 285 
ay This ſentence I could not digeſt; I was mortally 
es piqued, becauſe the German had not been turned 
1d away,on acconnt of his inſolence to me: I imagined 
e. that ſuch an affront put upon an actreſs, ought to ha vt 
ny been as ſevercly puniſhed as petty treaſon, and I had , 
it laid my account with ſeeing the gentleman undergo 
at lome terrible infliction. This diſagreeable event un- 
he deceived and convinced me, that the world always 
ch makes a diſtinction between the players and the cha. 
of racters they repreſent, 1 was, for this reaſon, di 
38 gulted with the ſtage, which I reſolved to abandon, 
f, and go to ſive at a great-diftance from Madrid. I ac- 
p. cordingly choſe the city of Valencia for my retreat, aud 
* thither I repaired incognito, with the value of twen:y 
iſ. thouſznd ducats, in jewels and caſh : a fortune, as J 


he thought, iuthcient ro maintain me during the rett of 
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my days: fince I deſigned to lead a very retired life, 
I took a {mall houſe at Valencia, and had no other 
domeſtics than a maid-ſervant and a page, to whom 1 
was as little known as to the whole city. I pretended 
to be a widow of an officer of the king's houſhold} 
and ſaid I came to ſettle at Valencia, becauſe it had the 
reputation of being one of the moſt agreeable places 
in Spain. I ſaw but very little company, and ob- 
ſerved ſuch a regular conduct, that I was never 
ſuſpected of having been an aftreſs. In ſpite of my 
care, however, to keep mylelf concealed, I attracted 
the notice of a gentleman, who had a country houſe 
near Paterna, He was a very well made cavalier be- 
tween thirty-five and forty years of age, but withal a 
noblemen very much in debt; which is no great rarity 
in the kingdom of Valencia, more than in other coun» 
trics. 

This Signior Hidalgo“ finding my perſon to his 
liking, wanted to know if I could anſwer his purpoſe 
in other reſpects: for this end, he uncoupled his ſpies 
to make diſcoveries, and had the pleaſure to learn 
from their report, that, beſides ſome ſhare of. beauty, 
I was a widow of good fortune. He looked upon 
me, thereforee, as a ſuitable match, and, in a little 
time, an honeſt old gentlewoman came to my houſe, 
and told me, from him, that being equally: charmed 
with my beauty and virtue, he made a tender of his 
heart, and was ready to conduct me to the altar, as 
ſobn as I would favour him with my hand. I aſked 


* three days to deliberate upon his propoſal, and inform 


myſelf of his character; which was ſo engaging, that, 
although 1 was not ignorant of his ſituation, I eaſih 
determined to marry him in a ſhort time after. 
Don Manuel de Xercia (fo was my huſband called) 
carried me immediately to his caſtle, that had a very 

. ; | antique 
„Hidalgo lin Spaniſh) is a gentleman literally ſome- 
body's ſon, in contradiſlinction to thoſe who are the 
Tons of nobody. 
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antique air, of which he was not a little vain. He 
pretended that one of his anceltors had cauſed it to be 
built ; and from thence concluded, that there was not 
a more ancient houſe in Spain than that of Xercia, 
But this title of nobility, fair as it was, had like to have 
been deſtroyed by time: for the caſtle, which they 
were obliged to prop up in ſeveral parts, threatened 
immediate ruin. How happy, therefore, was Don 
Manuel in marrying me! more than half of my mo- 
ncy was employed in reparations : and the reſt {erved 
to put us in a condition of making a figure in the 
country. Behold me then (to uſe the expreſſion) in a 
new werld, changed into the nymph of a caſtle, and 
lady of a paiiſh. Here was a metamorphoſis! and I 
was too good an actreſs, not to ſupport, with digmty, 
the ſplendor with which I was inveſted by my rank. 
I aſſumed lofty theatrical airs, which made the vil- 
lage conceive an high idea of my birth. How merry 
would they have been at my expence, had they known 
the truth of the matter! the nobility in the neighbour» 
hood would have beſtowed upon me a thouſand taunts, 
and the peaſants abated a great deal of the reſpe& 
they ſhewed. | 
I had lived happily near fix vears with Don Manuel, 
when he died, leaving my affairs in great perplexity, 
with your ſiſter Beatrice, then going in her fifth year. 
The caſtle, Which was all the eſtate we had, was un- 
luckily engaged to ſeveral creditors, the chief of 
whom was one Bernard Aſtuto, whoſe name ſeemed 
very well adapted to his character: he practiſed at 
Valencia the buſineſs of an attorney, which he exer- 
ciicd with conſummate {kill, having ſtudied the law, 
in order to qualify himſelf for cheating with the greater 
dexterity, What a terrible creditor he was! a caftle 
under the claws of ſuch an attorney, is like a pigeon 
in the talons of a kite. Accordingly, Signior Aſtute, 
as ſoon as he underſtood the death of my huſband, 
did not fail to beſiege the caſtle, which he would un- 
doubtcdly have blown up, by the mines that chicanery 
B 6 began 
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began to prepare; had not my good genius iriterpoft 
ed, and ordered it fo, as hat my beſieger became my 
ſlave. I had the good fortune to captivate him, dur. 
ing an interview we hed on the ſubje& of the law-ſuit, 
I ſpared nothing, I own, to inſpire him with a paſſion 
for me: the deſire of ſaving my land, made me prac. 
tiſe upon him all thoſe Janguiſhing ais which had 
oſten ſucceeded ſo well. Notwithſtanding all my 
art, I was afraid of being balled by the attorney, who 
was ſo ingulphed in buſineſs, that he did not ſeem 
fuſceptible of an amorous impreſſtion. Nevertheleſs, 
this ſullen, aukward fcrawler, took more pleafure in 
looking at me, than I imagined. © Madam (laid he. 
J know not how to make love: I have always applied 
to my profeſſion ſo cloſely, as to neglect the methods 
and cuſtoms of gallantry; but, however, Jam not ig- 
norant of the eſſential part ; and therefore, to come to 
the point, I aſſure you, that if you will give me your 
hand, we will burn the whole proceedings; I wil 
bubble the other creditors, who join in the ſuit again 
vou: you ſhall enjoy the life-retit, and your daughter 
the property oi the land,” My own in'creit, and that 
of Beatrice, did not permit me to heſiate; 1 accepted 
the propofal, and the attorney kept his promiſe, He 
turned his arms againſt the reſt of the creditors, aud 
ſecured me in the poſſeſſion of ny caſtle ; and this, 
perhaps, was the firſt time of his having befriended 
the widow aud the orphan. 

I became the: efore, an attorney's wife, without cea- 
ing to be lady of the pariſh, But this new marriage 
colt me the eft-cm of the gentry in Valencia The 
women of faſhion looked upon me as one who had 
deatherated, and therefore would not viſit me; fo 


that I was obliged to confine myſelt to an acquamt- 


ance among citizens: a circumſtance that gave me 


'ſome uneatineſs at firſt; becauſe J had been, for ix 


vears. accuſtowed to correſpord with none but ladies 
of diltinfticn ; but I ſoon confoled myſelf, and be- 
cane acquainted with the wives of a ſcrivener aud 

{wy 
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1 two attornies, whoſe characters were pleaſant enough 
17 there was ſomething ridiculous in their behaviour, 
r. that diverted-me very much. Theſe ſmall gentry be- 
it. leved themſelves ladies of ſome conſideration. Alas! 
In (aid I, fometimes to myſelf, when I ſaw them forget 
e. themſelves) this is the way ot the world: every one 
1d thinks-berſelf better than her neighbour, I imagined, 
1 that actreſſes were the only people who did not know 
10 themſelves; but I find that citizens wives are nat 
m 2 whit more reaſonable. I with that by way of pus» 
80 uſhment, they were abliged to keep in their houſes 
11 the pictures of their grandſathers; in good faith they 
0 would not place them in the moſt remarkable apait 
Hl ment. 
ds After having been married four years, Signior Ber- 
g- rard Altmo fell fick, and died without children; fs 
to ' that, with what he had ſettled upon me at our mar- 
ur nage, and the money I was left in poſſeſſion of, 1 
wi tound myſelf a rich widow, and had the reputation 
I. of being ſo, On this report, a Sicilian gentleman, 
er whoſe name was Cohfc hini, refolved to a attach him- 
at ſelf to me, in order to ruin or efp-+1te me, for he left 
4 me the choice. He had come from Palermo, to ſee 
le Spain, and aiter having ſauficed his curioſity, waited 
d fas he ſaid) at \ Calencia, for an opportunity of 1epat 
3, { ng imo Sicily. This gentleman was not more than 
ed ge and twenty years of age, gentcelly haped, though. 
{mail ; in ſhort, 1 liked bis appearance. He found 
a. means to ſpeak with me in private, and I Will frankly 
ge own, that I became madly fond of him, in our fi 
ne im erview. On his fide, the little rogue ſcemed quite 
* captivated by my charms; and I behave {God for- 
lo give me) we ſhould have married one another im- 
u. mediately, had the attorney/s.death, Which was ill 
ne recent, permiited me to contract a new engagement 
IX io oon: but ever ſince I had fallen into the talte 
68 of m-timony, I maintained the punctilios, of de- 
e- corum. | 
1d We zgreed, therefore, to defer our marriage far 
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ſome time, out of decency : in the mean time, Colifi« 
-chint continued his addreſſes, and his paſſion, far from 
abating, ſeemed to increaſe daily. The poor young 
man was not very well provided with caſh; I per- 
<cived it, and he no longer wanted money: for, be- 
ſides that I was.almoſt twice his age, I remembered 
that I bad lain the men under contribution in my 
_=__ and I looked upon what I now did, as a re- 
itution that acquitted my conſcience. We waited, 
.as patiently as we could, for the expiration of the time 
preſcribed by cultom, for women to remain in a ſtate 
of widowhood ; and then, went to the altar, where 
We mutually bound ourielves in the indifloluble ties 
„of wedlock : we aficrwards retired to my caſtle, 
Where, I may lay, we lived two years, not ſo much 
*hke huſband and wife, as like two tender lovers. But, 
alas! wewere not deſtined to be long happy in one 
another: a fatal pleuriſy robbed me of my dear 
Colifichini.“ 
Here 1 interrupted my mother, crying,“ How ! 
madam, your third huſband dead too! You mult 
certainly be a very dangerous tenement.” What 
could I do, ſon? {anſwered Lucinda) was it in my 
power to prolong the days that heaven had number- 
-ed ? if I have lo{t three huſbands, I could not help 
u. Two of them J regretted very much: he for 
«whom I had the lealt regard was the attorney; as I 
married him out of intereſt, I eafily confoled myſelf 
Hor his death. - But (added ſhe) to return to Colifi- 
«Chim, I muſt tell you, that a few months aſter his de- 
ccaſe, having a mind to gs and fee, with my own 
eyes, 2 country-houſe near Palermo, which he bad 
aſſigned to me as a jointure, in our contract of mar- 
-Hage, I embarked with my daughter for Sicily; but 
we were taken in our paſſage by the veſſels of the 
Dey of Algier, and conducted into this city. Hop- 
pily for us you chanced to be on the ſpot, where we 
were put up to ſale, otherwiſe we might have fallen 


Ws into the hands of ſome barbarous maſter, who would 


. have 
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have maltreated us, and under whom we might have 
paſſed our whole life in bondage, without your know® 
ing any thing of the matter,” 
Such was my mother's narration 5: after which, gen- 
tlemen, I gave her the beſt apartment of my houſe; 
with the liberty of living as ſhe ſhould think proper; 
a permiſſion that ſhe reliſhed very much. She had 
contracted ſuch a habit of being in love, from the re- 
peated attacks of that paſhon, that ſhe muſt abſolmely 
have either a huſband or a gallant. At firſt ſhe caſt 
her eyes on ſome of my flaves; but Haly Pegelin, a 
Greek renegado, who came frequently to the houſe, 
ſoon engroſſed her attention. She conceived a more 
violent paſſion for him, than ever ſhe felt for Coliſi- 
chini, and ſhe was fo much miſtreſs of the art of 
pleaſing, that ſhe found the ſecret of charming him 
alſo, I winked at their intelligence, and thought of 
nothing then but my return into Spain. The dey 
having already permitted me to fit ont a veſſel, to- 
cruiſe and commm piracy, I was buſied in making 
preparations; and eight days belore they were fimiſh- 
ed, ſaid to Lucinda, Madam, we ſhall depart from 
Algier, in a very little time, and: loſe fight of: that 
place Which you deteſt fo much.“ 
My mother grew pale at theſe words, and remain- 
ed ſpeechleſs. At which being ſtrangely furprized þ 
** What do 1 ſee, madam ! {ſaid I) what is the mean 
ing of that conſternation in your looks? you ſeem to 
be aftheted, rather than rejoiced at what I tell you! 
thought 1 ſhould have made you happy with the 
news of every thing's being ready for our departure. 
Have you no longer any deſire then, of repaſſing inte 
Spain?“ „ None at all, ſon (anſwered my mother) 1 
have had ſo mach affliction in that kingdom, that 1 
renounce ut for ever.” © What do I hear! (cried T, 
n a tranſport of grief) ah! ſay rather that love de- 
taches you from it. O heavens! what a change Is 
here! when you arrived in this city every object 
that preſented uſelt was odious to your eyes 2 
| aly 
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Haly P-gelin has altered your diſpoſition.” “I don't 
deny ut (replied Lucinda) I love that 1enegade, whom 
I deſign to take for my fourth hutband.”' + What an 
?bandoned progjett ] (ſaid 1, interrupting her, with 
borror) would you marry a muflulman ; you forget 
that you are a chriittan ; or rather, you never was one 
but in name. Ah! mother, what are you about te 
do? you have rclolved upon your own perdition, by 
voluntartly embracing that which-I was compelled 
to by ncceffity.“ 

I uled many more arguments to diſſuade her from 


her deſign ; but I harangued to no-parpole : ſhe had 


formed her refuluiion; and, not contented with fob 


lowing her own wicked inclination, end quitting me 
to live with that renegade, he wanted to carry Beatrice 
along with her alto; but this I oppoicd. * Ah, 


wretched Lucinda! (ſaid I to her} it nothing is able 
to reſtrain you, at lealt abandon yourſelf oaly, to 
the fury that potlcſies your imagination; don't drag 
a voung innocent creature to the precipice from 
Whence you intend to throw yourlelf.“ Lucinda 
went away, without making any reply, and I believ- 
ed, that a remaining ray of reaſon enligntengd and 
hindered her from being obſtinate in demanding her 
daughter. But how lictle was I acquainted with my 
mother! Two days after, one of my flaves ſaid to 
me, Signior, take care of yourſelf; one of Pege- 
lin's captives haz imparted a thing to me, of which 
you cannot take the advantage too ſoon. ' Your mo- 
ther has changed her religion, and to puniſh you, tor 
having refuſed to let her carry oft Beatrice, is refolv- 
ed to inform the dey of your intended flight.“ 1 did 
not doubt one moment, that Lucinda was capable of 
doing what my ſlave mentioned: I had opportunities 
of {tudving the lady, and perceived, that, by the ha- 
bit of acting ſanguinary parts in tragedies, ſhe was ſo 
Jamiliarized to guilt, that ſhe could have cauſed me 
4v be burnt alive, and, I þcheve, would have been ne 
mote 


. 


, 
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more affected with my death, than with the cata- 
ſtrophe of a dramatic perfbrrngace! 

Willing therefore-ne: to negleR the advice of my 
fave, I haſtened nu embarkation, hired Turks, ac- 
cording to the cuſtom of the corfairs-of Algier, when 
tiev go on a cruiſe; but I hired no more than ſuch as 
were necetlary to keep me unſuſpected, and ſet fail as 
ſoon as poſſible, with all. my flaves, and my ſiſter Be- 
atrice. You may well believe, that I did not forget 
% carry off, at the ſame time, all my jewels and mo- 
ney, which might amount to the value of ſix thou- 
ſnd ducats. When we got to ſea, we began by ſe⸗ 
eming the Turks, whom we caſily chained, becauſe 
my llaves were more numerous than they: and we 
had ſuch a favourable wind, that in a liitle time we 

made the coaſt of Italy, and arrived, wathout the leaſt 
bad accident, in the harbour of Leghorn, where, I 
believe, the whole city crowded to fee us come aſhore. 
The father of my flave Azarini being among the 
jpcttators, by accident or curioſity, ſurveyed all the 
cepiives with great attention, as they diſembarked.; 
but though he fought among them the features of his 
jon, he little expected to fee him again. What trank- 
ports and embraces were the conſequence of their 
mecting, when they recollected one another 

As ſoon as Azarini had told his father who I was, 
aud what brought me to Leghorn, the old man obliged 
me as well as Beatrice to lodge at his houſe. - I ſhall 
paſs over in ſilence the detail of a thouſand things 
that I was. obliged to perform, in being re-admitted 
into the boſom of the church; and only obſerve, 
that I abjured Mahometamim auch more heartily 
than I had embraced it. After having entirely purged 
myſcIf of tbe gall of Algier, I fold my veſlel, and 
ſet all my ſlaves at liberty ; as for the Turks, they 
were detaincd in priſon at Leghorn, in order to be 
exchanged tor chriltians. I received the beſt of treat- 
ment from both the Azarinis, the youger of whom 


married 
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marricd my ſiſter Beatrice, who was indeed no bad 
match for him, being a gentleman's daughter, and hei- 
reſs of the caſtle of Xercia,which my mother had taken 
care to farm out to à rich peaſant of Paterna, when 
ſhe reſolved upon her paſſage into Sicily. 

Having ſtaid fome time at Leghorn, I ſet out for 
Florence, which IT longed much to fee ; and whither 
L did not go without letters of recommendation. Aza- 
rini the father had friends at the grand duke's court, 
to whom he introduced me as a Spaniſh gentleman 
his ally: and I prefixed Don to my name, imitating 
in that a great many Spanifh plebeians, who, when 
they are out of their own country, aſſume that title of 
honour without ceremony. I boldly, therefore, cal- 
led myſelf. Don Raphael; and as I had brought from 
Algier- a ſuthciency to ſupport my dignitv, appeared 


at court in a ſplendid manner. The gentleman to 


whom: Azarini had wrote in my favour, gave out that 
EF was a perſon of quality; ſo that his teſtimony, toge- 
ther with the airs I aſſumed, made me caſily paſs: for 
2 man of importance. I foon got acquainted with the 
principal noblemen, who prefented me to the grand 
duke, whom I had the good fortune to pleaſe; upon 
which, I bent my whole endeavour to make my 
court to that prince, and ſtudy his diſpoſition. I lib 
tencd attentively to what the 01d-it courtiers ſaid to 
him; and by their diſcourſe d:icovered his inelins- 
tions. Amony, other things, I obſervcd that he loved 
raillery, good ſtories, and ſallies of wit. I modelled 
myſelf accordingly; and every morning marked in 


my pocket- book the ſtories I deſigned for the day. I 


had ſuch a number of them in my memory, that my 
budget might be {aid to have been full; and yet, in 
ſpite of all my management, it was emptied apace, in 
fuch a manner, that I ſhould either have been obliged 


BI. to uſe-repetition, or ſhew that L was at the end of my 


zpothegms ; if my genius, fruitful in fiction, had not 
furniſhed me withabundance, But I compoſed tales 
G. gallantry and humour, that were very entertaining 

x o 


fo the great duke; and as it often happens with pro- 
feſſed wits, in the morning I invented bright expreſ 
ſions, which. I uttered as unpremeditated ſallies in 


the afternoon. 


I even elevated myſelf into a poet, and conſecrated 
my mule to the praiſe of the prince. I freely own in- 
deed, that my verfe was- none of the beſt, therefore 
not much criticiſed; but had it been better, I- queſtion: 


if it would have been better received by the grand: 


duke, who ſeemed very well ſatisfied with my ta- 
lents; the matter, perhaps, hindered him from finds 

ing fault. Be that as it will, this prince inſeahbly- 
took ſuch a liking to me, as gave umbrage to the cour- 
ners. They endeavoured to diſcover who I way, but 
did not ſucceed; Getting notice, however, that I had 
been a renegade, they did not fail to informthe prince 
ot it, in hopes of injuring my character But'this. 
they could not accompliſh ;. on the cont the great 
duke, one day, obliged me to give him a faithful nar« 
ration of my voyage to Algier; I obeyed, and my 
adventures, which L did not at all. diſguiſe, afforded: 
him infinite pleaſure. 

Don Raphael, (ſaid he, when I had finiſhed the- 
relation) I have a regard for you, and will give you 
a mark of it, which will not permit you to:doubt of 
my friendſhip. I will make you the depoſitory of. 
my ſecrets: and to begin with an inſtance of my con- 
idence, I muſt tell you that I am in love with the- 
wife of one of my miniſters. She is the moſt amiable 
lady of my court, but, at the ſame time, the moſt vir-- 
tuous: ſhut up amidſt her family, and ſolely attached: 
to a huſband whom lhe adores, ſhe ſeems ignorant of 
the noiſe her charms make in Florence. Judge you 
if this muſt not be a difficult conqueſt. Nevertheleſs,. 
this beauty, inacceſſible as ſhe is to-lovers, has deign- 
ed. ſometimes, to hear my ſighs : I have found means 
to ſpeak to her in private, and acquaint her with the 
leatments of my heart; but I don't flatter myſelf 
with the hope of having inſpired her mw 
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he! 

love: ſhe has never given me cauſe to form ſuch an trul 
agreeable idea; I don't, however, deſpair of pleaſing an, 
her, by my athduity,. and the myſter ious conduct I ed 1 
ſhall take care to obſerve. xi up! 
My paition for that lady (added he) is known to wel 
nobody but herſelf: for, inſtead of eon{ulting my ent 
mcelination without conſtraint, and acting the ſove- du 
reign, I conceal the knowledge of my flame from all her 
the World. A piece of delicacy-which I think I owe not 
to Maſcarini, the huſband, of her I love: his zeal, at- tha 
tachment, ſervices and probity oblige ane to conduct are 
myſelf with great ſecrecy and circumſpection. 1 would fee 
not plunge a dagger into the boſom of that unhap- no 
py Irutband, by declaizng myſelf the lover of his wife; 10 
but wiſh that he may alwavs remain ignorant, if poſs of 
fible, of the flame that conſumes me: for, 1 am per- Tea 
ſuaded that he Would die of-grict if he knew the con- vie 
fidence I now repoſe in you. I conceal my ſteps, ed 
therctore, and am reſolved to make uſe of you, in tle 


expreſſiing to Lucrecia all the pangs I ſuffer, by the ly 
conſtramt which ſhe impoſes upon me: you ſhall be 


the interpreter of my ſentiments, and I don't at all ac 

doubt that you will acquit yourſelf of the commiſſion go 

to a miracle. Contract an acquaintance with Maſca- o 
rini, endeavour to, gain his friendſhip, anfinuate yours pe 

felt into his howe, and piocure-the liberty or conver- ſc 

ling with his wiie. This is what I expect of you, 0 
and what Laſſuxe myſelf, you will perform with all ci 
the diſcretion and addreſs that ſuch. a delicate employ- a 
ment requires.“ ; gr 

I promiſed-to do all that lay in my. power, to juſ- ze 

«tify the confidence he honoured me with, and con- ne 
tribute to the ſucceſs of his flame: and ſoon kept my th 

Wy - word with him; I ſpared nothing to pleaſe Maſcari- lo 
ni, and accompiſhed my end with eaſe. Charmed ve 

Ls find his ſriendſhip courted by a man who was be- de 
loved of bis p:mce, he met my advances half-way: bi 

his houſe was open to me; I had free acceſs to his h. 


\ lady, and,. 1 dare fay, behaved mylelt Jo. well, _- 
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he had not the leaſt ſuſpicion of the negotiation en- 
truſted to my care, Tis true, indeed, for an Itali- 
an, he was not much addifteditojealouly; he depend- 
ed upon the virtue of Lucrecia, and ſhutting himſelf 
up in his cloſet, leſt me frequently alone with her. I 
went roundly to work, the very firſt opportunity; 


entertained the lady with the paſſion of the grand 


duke, and toſd her, that my ſole defign in coming to 
her houſe; was to talk to her of that prince. She did 


not ſeem captivated by him; and yet, I perceived 


that her -vanity hindered: her from rejecting his ad- 


dreſſes ; ſhe took pleaſure in hearing them, without 


feeling any inclination to an{wer his deſires. She did 


not want underſtanding; but fhe was a woman; and 


I obſerved that her virtue yielded inſenſibly to the idea 


of a ſovereign in her chains. In ſhort, the prince had 


reaſon to flatter himſelf that, without employing the 
violence of a Tarquin, he would ſee Lucrecia-{ubjets 
ed to his love. An accident, however, which he lit» 


1 


tle expected, deſtroyed his hope, as you ſhall preſent- 


ly hear. 


Jam naturally impudent among women, having 
acquired that qualification, I know not whether it be 


good or bad, among the Turks: Lucrecia, was hand- 


ſome, and I, forgetting that I was only to act the 
part of an ambaſſador, talked to her on my own 
ſcore; offering my ſervices with all the gallantry 1 
was maſter of. Initead of being ſhocked at my auda- 


ciouſneſs, and replying in a rage, ſhe -fard;, with a 


a {mile, “„ You muſt own, Don Raphael, that the 
grand duke has made choice of a very faithful and 
zealous miniſter, who ſerves him with an integrity 
never enough to be commended.” „ (ſaid, I, with 
the ſame air) don't let us examine things ſcrupu- 
louſly; but lay aſide thoſe reflections which (I know 
very well) are not at all favourble to me. I aban- 
don myſelf to my paſſion; and' after all, don't 
believe myſelf the firlt confidant of a prince, Who 
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the great have often dangerous rivals in their meſſen - 
gers of pleaſure,” That may. be (replied Lucrecia) 
but as for my part, I am ſo high ſpirited, that no- 
body under the degree of-a prince, ſhall ever make 
an impreſſian upon my heart. Conduct yourſelf 
accordingly, (added ſhe, growing ſerious) and let us 
change the diſcourſe. I am willing to forget what 
you have ſaid, on condition that yon ſhall never talk 
to me again in the ſame manner; otherwiſe you may 
chance to repent it.“ 

Although this was an advice to the reader, of 
which I ought to have taken the advantage, I did not 
leave off entertaining Maſcarini's wife with my pa- 
Hon: I even preſſed her with more ardour than ever, 
to make ſuitable returns to my tenderneſs, and was 
raſh enough to take liberties. Upon which the lady, 
being affronted at my diſcourſe and muſſulman beha- 
wViour, checked me abruptly, threatened to make the 
grand duke acquainted with my inſolence, and aſſur- 
ed me that ſhe would delwe him tv puniſh me as4 
deſerved. I was piqucd, in my turn, at theſe me- 
naces; my love changed into hate; and determined to 
tbe revenged upon Lucrecia, for her contempt, I went 
in queſt of her huſband, whom, aſter he:had {worn 
that he would not expoſe me, I informed of the cor- 
reſpondence between his wife and the prince, not for- 
getting to paint her very amorous, in order to make 
the ſcene more intereſting, The miniſter, to prevent 
all accidents, ſhut up his ſpouſe, without any -other 
form of proceſs, in a ſecret apartmeut, where ſhe wa 
guarded by people on whom he could rely. While 
he was thus furrounded by ſpies, who hindered het 
from informing the grand duke of her ſituation, I told 
that prince, with a melancholy air, that he muſt no 
amore think of Lucrecia ; that Maſcarini had, doubt 
leſs, diſcovered the whole affair, fince he had taken 
it into his head to watch his wife: that I could not 
4magine what had alarmed his ſuſpicion of me, for 
I thought 1 had always behaved with-a good — 
& Tel; 
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addreſs; that the lady, perhaps, had confeſſed the 


whole to her Huſband, in concert with whom, 


ſhe had allowed herſelf to be locked up, in order 


to avoid thoſe importunities which alarmed her 
virtue, The prince ſeemed very much afflicted at 


my report; I was touched with his grief, and repent- 


ed more than once of what I had done; but it 
was too late: beſides, T confeſs that I felt a mali- 
cious joy, when I repreſented to mylelf the condition 
to which I had reduced the proud woman, who had 
diſdained my paſſion. 

I enjoyed, with impunity, the pleaſure of revenge, 
which 1s ſweet to all the world, and in particular ts 
Spaniards, when the grand duke being one day in 
company with five or ſix of his -courtiess and me, 
ſaid, “ In what manner do you think a man ought 
to be pumſhed, who has dared to abuſe the confidence 
ot. his prince, and attempted to deprive him of his 
miſtreſs ?? © He ought (ſaid one) to be tied to the 
tails of four horſes, and tore to pieces?“ Another 
was of opinion, that he ſhould be mawled to death. 
The leaſt cruel -of thoſe Italians, and he whoſe ſens 
tence was molt favourable to the delmquent, ſaid, 
« That he would be ſatisfied with cauſing him to be 
thrown trom the top of an high tower.” „ And 
what 1s«the opinion of Don Raphael ? (reſumed the 
grand duke) I am perſuaded the Spaniards are as ſe- 
vere as the Italians, in ſuch conjectures.” 

I eaſily comprehended, as you may believe, that 
Maicarim had not kept his oath; or that his wife had 
found means to-apprize the prince of what had paſſed 
between her and me; and my confuſion appeared 
plain on my countenance. Nevertheieſs, diſcon- 
certed as I was, I anſwered with a reſolute tone; 
* Sir, the Spaniards are more generous; they would 
pardon the confident, on ſuch an occaſion, and, by 
their goodneſs, raiſe in his ſou] an eternal regret for 
having betrayed. them.” „ Well, (ſaid the prince) 
find myſelt capable of ſuch generoſuy. I * 
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the- trattor: for I have none but myſelf to blame far 
having beſtowed my confidence upon a man whom 1 
did not know, and whom 1 had realoa to diſtruſl, 
after what I had heard of his character. Don Ras 
phael, (added he) this is the manner in which I. 
will aveyge myſelſ; quit my dominions immediately, 
and let me never ſee your face again.“ I withdrew on 
the inſtant, not ſo much afflicted at my diſgrace, as 
rejoiced at coming off fo cheaply z and the very next 
day, embarked in a veſſel that failed for Leghorn, on 
its return to Barcelona. | | 

I interrupted Don Raphael in this part of his hiſto. 
ry, by ſaying, For a man of underſtandiag, me 
thinks you committed a great blunder in neglecting 
to leave Florence immediately after the diſcovery you 
made to Maſcarini- of the prince's paſſion for*Lucre- 
cia; you {hould have concluded, that the grandjduke 
would ſoon come to the knowledge of your ink 
delity.”-' ++ I grant it {replied the fon of Lucinda) and 
notwithſtanding the aſſurance which the miniſter gave 
me of not expoſing me to the reſentment of the prince, 
I-propoſed to diſappear in a very ſhort ume. 

I arrived at Barcelona (continued he) with-the' re. 
mainder of the wealth I had brought from Algier 
the beit part of which I had diſſtpated at Florence, 
in the character of the Spaniſh gentleman. did not 
Ray long in Catalonia: for, having a longing deſire to 
reviſit Madrid, the charming place ol my nativity, 
ſatisfied, as ſoon as poſſible, the deſire that impelled 
me. When I arrived in that city, I took furniſhed 
lodgings, by accident, at a houſe where a lady lived, 
wholename was Camilla, and who, though no minor, 
was @ very engaging creature. I take Signior Gil Blas 
to witucls, who law her, much about that time, at Val 
ladolid. She had ftill- more wit than beauty, and 
never had a ſhe-adventurer better talents for decoy- 
ing dupes: but ſhe was none of thoſe coquettes, who 
lay up the ackuowledgments of their gallants 3 "A 
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ſhe had ꝓillaged a man of buſineſs, {he ſhared his 
ſpoils With the firſt ſharper ſhe found to her liking. 
We loved one another at firſt ſight; and the — 
mity of our manners joined us ſo cloſely, that we igo 
had every thing in common, Our fortunes, indeed, 
were not very conſiderable, and therefore we ſpent 
them in a very little time. Neither of us, ihe lea 


minded any thing but our pleaſure, or made the le 
uſe of the; talegts we had, to live at qur neighbour's 
expence. But miſery, at laſt, awakened, our geniuſes, 
which pleaſure had benumbed: and Camilla faid to 
me, „ My dear Raphael, let us make a diverſion, my 
friend, and renounce a fidelity that ruins us both: you 
may captivate a rich widow, and I may charm ſome 
robleman : for if we continue faithful to one another, 
here will be two fortunes loſt.” „ Fair Camilla (I 
replied) you have anticipated me; I was going to 
make the ſame propoſal to you. I aſſem to your 
ſcheme my queen: yes, for the better ſupport af ode 
mutual flame, let us attempt advantageous conqueſts: 
the infidelities we ſhall commit, will turn to triumphs 
in the end.“ | | 

This convention being made, we took the held, and 
made conſiderable motions at firſt, without being able 
to encounter what we ſought. Camilla could light 
upon none but beaus : that is to ſay, gallants who had 
not a penny in their pockets; and 1 could meet with 
no women, but ſuch as loved better to levy contribu» 
tions than pay them. As our arts were uſeleſs in 
love, we had recourſe to ſtratagems, and performed 
lo many that our fame reached the ears of the corre- 
gidor ; and that ſevere judge for the devil, ordered 
one of his alguazils to apprehend us; but this officer 
being as good-natured as the other was cruel, gave us 
time to quit Madrid, in conſideration of a ſmall fum 
which we beſtowed upon him. We took the road to 
Valladolid, and fixed in that city, having hired a 
houſe, in which I lived with Camilla, who paſſed for 
my ſiſter, to avoid ſcandal, At firſt, we kept our in. 
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duſtry unter the rein, and began to ſtudy the ground, 
before we ſhould form any enterprize. | 

One day, a man accoſting me in the ſtreet, ſaluted 
me very civilly, ſaying, “ Signior Don Raphael, do 
vou know me?” I anſwered, * No,” Upon which 
he reſumed: But I recolle& you: I have ſeen you 
at the court of Tuſcany, where I then belonged to the 
grand duke's guards, I quitted the ſervice of that 
prince ſome months ago, and am come to Spain with 
an Italian of great finefle : we have been three weeks 
at Valladolid, and lodge with a Caſtilian and Galician, 
Who are, without contradiction, two young fellows of 
'honour. We live together by the work of our hands, 
make good cheer, and amuſe ourſelves like princes ; ** 
you will join us, you ſhall be agreeably received by 
my confederatcs: for you always ſeemed to me to be 
a gallant man, of a diſpoſition not addicted to ſeru- 
ples, and a profeſſed brother of our order.” 

The rogue's frankneſs excited mine—* Since you 
ſpeak to me with ſo little reſerve, ſaid I to him, it is 
but reaſonable that I ſhould explain myſelf, in the 
fame manner to you. Indeed, I am not a novice m 
your profeſſion; and if my modeſty would allow me 
to recount my exploits, you would ſee that you have 
not judged too advantageouſly of my talents. But ! 
Will forbear to launch out in my own praiſe, and con- 
tent myſelf with aſſuring you, while I accept that 
place in your company which is offered, that I will 
neglect nothing to approve myſelf worthy of your 
choice.“ As ſoon as ] ſignified, to this ambidexter, 
my conſent to augment the number ot his comrades, 
he conducted me to the place where they were, and 
introduced me to their acquaintance, It was hete 
that I ſaw, for the firlt time, the illuſtrious Ambroſe 
de Damela. Thoſe gentlemen examined me touching 
my {kill in the myſtery of appropriating to one's ſell 
with addrels, the effects of another. They wanted to 
know if I underſtood the principles of their art; but! 
thewed them a great many ſtratagems, which they did 

- Po 


not! 
abilit 
ſpiſ1 
mon 
quir 
this 
and, 
foun 
their 
their 
whic 
were 
an a 
Cam 
A 
tem} 
licia 
turn 
goin 
{trol 
him 
with 
qual 
ſelf t 
teau, 
don 
chie 
righ 
at101 
regu 
rant 
will 
off 
4 
wit} 
with 
our 
Q 
ſtead 


Sine - ol 


not know, and which acquiredtheir admiration of my 
ability, —They were ſtill more aſtoniſhed, when, de- 
ſpiling the dexterity of my hand, as a thing too com- 
mon, I told them that I excetled in tricks which re- 
quired the aſſiſtance of genius. To convince them of 
this I recounted the adventure of Jerome de Moyadas: 
and, upon the ſimple narration of that affair, they 
found me ſuch a ſuperior genius, that I was choſen 
their chief, by unanimous conſent. I ſoon juſtified 
their choice, by an infinite number of knaviſh deſigns, 
which we put in practice, and of which I was, as it 
were, the informing ſoul. When we had occaſion for 
an actteſs to carry on our projects, we made uſe of 
Camilla, who performed all her parts to admiration 

About that time, our brother Ambroſe, being 
tempted to reviſit his native country, ſet out for Gal- 
licia, aſſuring us, that we might depend upon his re- 
turn. He ſatisfied his defire; and on his way back again, 
going to Burgos, with an intention of ſtriking —— 
ſtroke, an inn- keeper of his acquaintance introduced 
him to the ſervice of Signior Gil Blas of Santillane, 
with whoſe affairs he did not fail to make him ac- 
quainted.—Signior Gil Blas, he added, addreſſing him- 
ſelf to me, you know how we rid you of your portman- 
teau, in our furniſhed lodgings at Valladolid and 1 
don't doubt that you ſuſpected Ambioſe of being the 
chief inſtrument of that theft. And you was in the 
right : for at your arrival, he came and laid your ſitu- 
ation before us, and we, the gentlemen undertakers, 
regulated ourſelves accordingly. But you are 1gno- 
rant of the conſequences of that adventure, which I 
will therefore let you know. —Ambroſe and I carried 
off your portmanteau, and mounting your mules, took 
the road to Madrid, without encumbeiing ourſelves 
with Camilla, or the reſt of our comrades, who, 
without doubt, were as much ſurprized as you, at 
our non-appearance next day. ; 

On the ſecond day, we changed our deſign, and in- 


Witcad of going to Madrid, which I had not-quitted 
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without cauſe, we paſſed by Zeberos, and continued 
our route as far as Toledo. In this city, our firſt care 
was to dreſs ourſelves like gentletnen; then giving 
ourſelves out for two brothers of Gallicia, Who tra- 
velled out of curioſity, we ſoon became acquainted 
with perſons of character. As I had been ſo much 
accuſtomed to act the man of quality, I was eaſil 
miſtaken for ſuch; and people being uſually dazzled 
by expence, we impoſed upon every body, by the 
gallant treats we began to give to the ladies. Among 
the women whom 1 Mviſited, there was one who 
touched my heart; I found her fairer than Camilla, 
and a good deal more young: I was deſirous of know. 
ing who ſhe was, and learned that her name was Vio- 
lante, and that her huſhand was a gentleman, who, 
cloyed already with her charms, purſued thoſe of a 
courtezan, whom he loved. This piece of informs. 
tion was enough to determine me to eſtabliſh Violante 
the ſovereign lady of my atlettion. 
It wes not long before ſhe perceived her conqueſt; 
I began to follow her every where, and commit a 
thouland impertinencies, io perſuade her that I wanted 
nothing more than to conſole her for the infidelity of 
her ſpouſe. The fair one made her reflections on the 
matter, which were ſuch, that at laſt, I had the plex 
{are of knowing her approbation of my ſentiments. 1 
received from her a billet, in anſwer to ſeveral which 
I had ſent to her, by one of thoſe old matrons, who 
are ſo {ſerviceable iu Spain and Italy. The lady Fave 
me to underſtand, that her huſband ſupped every even- 
ing with his miſtreſs, and did not come home betoie 
it was very late. That ſame night I went under thi 
windows of Violante, and entered into a moſt tender 
converſation with her: after which, we agreed, i 
parting, to enjoy the ſame opportunity every night, # 
the ſame hour, without prejudice to the other acts df 
gallantry which we ſhould be permitted to exerciſe i 
the day. 


Hiutherto Don Balthazar, the huſþand of my pri 
ce 
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Ä ceſs, came off very cheaply: but I choſe to love natu- 
ed rally, and repaired one evening under the lady's win- 
dows, with a deſign to tell her, that I could live no 
ing longer, if I did enjoy a tete & t&te with her, in a place 
| more ſuitable to the exceſs of my love: an indulgence 
ted © hich I had not, as yet, been able to obtain. But 
0 Juſt as I got to the place, I ſaw a man come into the 

ly ſtreet, who ſeemed to obſerve me: In effect, it was 
led the huſband, who returned from the courtezan earlier 
than uſual, and who perceiving a cavalier near his 
houſe, inſtead of going in, walked to and fro in the 
| ſtreet. I remained, for ſome time, unreſolved, but 
ill, at laſt, determined to accoſt Don Balthazar, whom I 


o did not know, and of whom I was utterly unknown. 
6 Signior cavalier {ſaid I to him) pray leave the ſtreet 
ho, free for me one night: I will do as much for you an- 
ole other time“ 4 Signior (he replied) I was going to 
* make the ſame requeſt to you: I am in love with a 


girl, whom her brother guards like a dragon, and 
q who lives not above twenty paces from hence; fo 
en: that I wiſh there was nobody in the ſtreet,” © There 


nun is one way (ſaid I) of ſatisfying us both, without in- 
nted commoding either: for (added I, ſhewing him his 
y of own houſe) the lady, whom I ſerve, lodges there; 
1 tleW and let us alliſt one another, if either of us ſhould be 
ple attacked.” 4 With all my heart (he replied) I will 
0 go to my rendezvous, and we will back one another, 


ihould there be occaſion.” —S$o ſaying, he left me; 

but it was In order to obſerve me the better, and this 
dene the darkneſs of the night permitted him to do with 
impunity, 

As for my part, I approached, in ſecurity, the bal- 
cony of Violante, who ſoon appeared, and we began 
to converſe together. I did not fail to inſiſt upon my 
queen's granting me a private interview in ſome par- 
ticular place. She reſiſted my importunities à little, 
ts alto enhance the value of the favour which l demanded; 
then dropping a letter, which ſhe took out of her 
pocket, „“ Hold (ſaid ſhe) you will find, in this billet, 
C 3 the 
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the promiſe of what you fo earneſtly deſire. She af. 
terwards withdrew, becauſe the hour at which her 
huſband uſually returned was at hand; upon which I 
ſecured the þillet, and advanced to the place where 
Don Balthazar ſaid he was concerned: but he having 
very well perceived what I wanted with his wife, 
came to me, ſaying, Well, ſignior cavalier, are you 
ſatisfied with your good fortune?“ *© I have cauſe 
to be ſo, I replied. And what have you done ? hag 
love favoured your addreſſes?” +** Ah no! (laid he) 
the curſed brother of the beauty whom LI love is re- 
turned from a country-houſe, Where I imagined: he 
would ſtay till to-morrow ; and this miſchance has 
baulked me of the pleaſure with which I flattered 
myſelt.” | 

Don Balthaſar and I made mutual proteſtations of 
friendſhip; and to tie the knots of it the faſter, made 
an appointment to meet the next day, in the Great 
Square. After we parted, he went home, but mens 
tioned not a word of what he knew to Violante.— 
Next day he repaired: to the Great Square, where ! 
arriving a moment after him, we ſaluted one another 
with demonſtrations of friendſhip, as perfidious on 
one ſide, as ſincere on the other. Then Don Balina- 
zar made me the confidante of a feigned intrigue with 
the lady whom he had mentioned the preceding night: 
recounting a long ſtory that he had invented, in order 
to engage me, in my turn, to tell him in what manner 
1 became acquainted with Violante, I did not fail 
to tall into the ſnere, and confeſs all wich the 
utmoſt frankneſs ; I even ſhewed the letter. which 1 
had ones from her, and read the contents in thele 
words: 


Shall dine to morrow with Donna Inez: Lou 
know where ſhe lives. *Tis in the houſe of that 


faithful friend that I intend to give you a private in- 
. terview ; for I can no longer refuſe that favour, 
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which you ſeem to deſerve. 
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© This (ſaid Don Balthazar) is a billet which pro 
miſes you the accompliſhment of your wiſh ; I con” 
gratulate you before-hand on the happineſs that at“ 
tends you.” —He could not help being a little diſeon- 
certed while he ſaid this; but he eaſily concealed his 
trouble and confuſion from me. I was ſo much en- 
groſſed by my hope, that I never thought of obſerv- 
ing my conftidant, who was obliged, however, ta 
leave me, that I might not at laſt perceive his: agita» 
tion, He ran to apprize his brother-in-law of this 
adventure: but I am ignorant of what paſſed between 
them: All I know of the matter is, that Don Baltha= 
zar came and knocked at the door while I was with 
Violante, at the houſe of Donna Inez; and as ſoon as 
we learned that it was he, I eſcaped at a back-door 
beſore he came in. As ſoon as I was gone, the ladiet, 
whom the unforeſcen arrival of the huſband had dif- 
concerted, recollected themſelves, and received him 
with ſuch effrontery, that he ſuſpected I was either 
concealed, or had made my eſcape. I cannot tell 
what he ſaid to Donna Inez and his wile, becauſe it 
never came to my knowledge, 

Mean while, without ſuſpecting that I was Don 
Balthazar's dupe, curſing him, and returned to the 
Great Square, where I had appointed to meet Lame- 
la. I did not find him, however; he had little affairs 
of his own to manage ; and the rogue was more fortu- 
nate than I. While I wanted for him, I ſaw my per- 
fidious confidante z2rrive, who came up to me with a 
gay air, and ſmiling, aſked news of my interview” 
with my nymph at the houſe of Donna Inez. I 
don't know (ſaid I) what demon, jealous of my 
pleaſures, delights in thwarting them: but while I 
was alone with my lady, prelhng her to make me 
happy, her huſband came and knocked at the door, fo. 
that being obliged to get off as faſt as I could, I re- 
tired by a back-door, curſing to hell the troubleſome 
cuckold who broke all my meaſures.” I am tru] 
lorry for it, (cried Don Balthazar, who felt a ſecret 
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pay in ſeeing my vexation) what an impertinent hul - 
band muſt he be! I adviſe you to give him no quar- 
ter.” Oh! as for that (I replied) I will take your 
advice: and /I can aſſure you that his honour ſhall 
make its exit this night: his wife, when I left her, 
bid me not be diſcouraged at fo fmall a matter; but 
be ſure to come under her window earlier than uſual, 
for ſhe was reſolved toadmit me into her houſe; and 
deſired me, at all events, to come attended with two 
or three friends, for fear of ſurprize.” „ What a 
prudent lady ſhe is! (faid he) I will, if you pleaſe, 
accompany you thither,” “ Ah, my dear friend! 
(cried I, in a tranſport of joy, while I threw my arms 
around his neck) I am infinitely obliged to you,” 
« I will do more, (herefumed) I am acquainted with 
a young fellow, who is another Cæſar: he ſhall be of 
the party, and then you may boldly confide in your 
eſcorte.” 

I did not know what acknowledgments to make 
to this new friend, fo much was I charmed with his 
zeal. In ſhort, I acceptcd the ſuccour which he of: 
fered, and appointing to mect in the twilight under 
Violantc's balcony, we parted for that tmie. He 
went to find his brother-in-law, who was the Cæſar 
in queſtion; and I took a turn till the evening with 
J.amela, who, (though he was ſurprized at the ardour 
with which Don Balthazar cſpouſed my intereſt) dil. 
truſted him no more than I: we fell nodding into the 
ſnare, which, I own, was unpardonable in people of 
our experience. When I thought it was time to pre- 
ſent myſelf before Violante's window, Ambroſe and 
I appeared upon the ſpot, armed with good rapiers; 
and there we found the lady's huſhand, with another 
man, waiting for us, without flinching, Don Bal- 
thazar accoſting me, and ſhewing me his brother-in- 
law, ſaid, © Signior, this is the cavalier whoſe bravery 
J extolled ſo much. Get into the houſe of your mil- 
tels, and let not any anxiety hinder you from en- 
. joying the moſt perfeQ feliciiy.“ : * | 
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After ſome mutual compliments, I knocked at my 
nymph's door, which being opened by a Kind of du. 
enna, I entered, and without taking notice of what 
had paſſed behind me, advanced into a halt where 
Violante was, While falated the lady, thetwo trai- 
tors, who had followed me into the houſe, and ſhut 
the door ſo haſtily after them, that Ambroſe was left 
in the ſtreet, diſcovered themſelves. You may eafily 
imagine that we came to blows. Both of them charged 
me at once; hut I found them work enough, and em 
ployed them in ſuch a manner, that perhaps they re- 
pented they had not choſen a ſurer conveyance for 
their revenge. I ran the huſband through the body, 
and his brother. in- la v ſeeing him out of the queſtion, 
got to the door, which the duenna and Violante had 
opened to make their eſcape, while we were engaged. 
I purſued him into the ſtreet, where I rejoined La- 
mela, who not being able to extract one word from 
the women in their flight, did not preciſely know 
what to think of the noiſe he had heard. We returned 
to the tavern where we lodged, ſecured our moſt va- 
luable effects, and mounting our mules, rode out of 
the city, without waiting for day. 

Knowing very well that this affair might have bad 
conſequences, and that a ſearch might be made at To- 
ledo, which we were in the right to anticipate, we 
went to bed at Villarubia, at an inn, where, ſome 
time after, a merchant of Toledo arrived in his Way 
to Segorba. As we ſupped in his company, he re- 
counted the tragical adventure of Violante's huſband, 
and was fo far from ſuſpecting us to be concern'd, 
that we boldly aſk'd of him all manner of queſtions 
about the affair. Gentlemen (ſaid he) juſt as I ſet 
out this morning, I heard of the melancholy accident, 
Search was made every where for Violante, and I was 
told that the corregidor, who is related to Don Bal- 
thazar, has reſolved to ſpare nothing in diſcovering 
the murderers. This is all 1 know of the matter.” 

Though I was not _— alarmed at the ſearch of 
| 5 the 
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the corregidor, I reſolved to quit New Caſtile imme. 
diately : retflecting that when Violante ſhould be 
found, ſhe would confeſs all, and on her deſcription 
of my perſon to the judge, people would be ſent in 
purſuit of me. For this reaſon, the very next day 
we avoided the highway, through precaution : La- 
mela . luckily acquainted with three ſourths of 
Spain, and particularly with the bye-ways through 
which we could ſecurely repair into Arragon. In- 
ſtead of going ſtraight to Cuenca, we kept among the 
mountains adjacent to that city ; and through paths 
that were not unknown to my guide, arrived at a 
grotto which looked very much like an hermitage; 
and indeed, it was the ſame to which you came laſt 
night, for an aſylum. 

While I was conſidering the country around, which 
preſented to my view a moſt charming rural proſpe&; 
my. companion ſaid to me, I paſled by this place 
Hx years ago, at which time, that grotto ſerved as a 
retreat to an old hermit who gave me a very charita- 
ble reception; entertaining me with a ſhare of his 
proviſions: I remember that he was a very holy man, 
and harangued me with a diſcourſe that had almoſt 
detached me from the world: perhaps, he is {till 
alive: I will go and ſee.” So ſaying, the curious 
Ambroſe alighted from his mule, and entered the her- 
mitage, where having ſtaid ſome minutes, he return- 
ed, calling to me, Come hither, Don Raphael 
come and ſce a very affecting ſcene.“ 

I alighted immediately, and tying our mules to a 
tiec, followed Lamela into the grotto, where I per- 
ccived an old anchorite, pale and dying, ſtretched at 
his full length upon a truckle bed. A white beard 
very buſhy, covered his whole breaſt; and in his 
hands clatped together, appeared a large twiſted ro- 
ſary. At the noiſe we made in approaching him, 
he opened his eyes which death had already began to 
cloſe, and after having looked at us for a mamens 
ſaid, © Wholoever you arc, my brethren, proves 
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the ſpectacle that now preſents itſelf to your eyes: I 
have lived forty years in the world, and fixty in this 
ſolitude. Ah! how long, at this moment, ſeems the 
time which J have beſtowed on my pleaſures: and 
on the contrary, how ſhort does that appear which I 
have conſecrated to penitence and devotion. Alas! 
I am afraid that the auſterities of brother John have 
not ſufhciently expiated the fins of the licentiate Don 
Juan de Sohs.” 

He had no ſooner ſpoke theſe words than he ex- 
pired, leaving us, very much affected with his death. 
Theſe ſorts of objects always make ſome impreſſion 
even on the greateſt libertines. But we did not re- 
tain it long: we ſoon forgot what he had ſaid to us, 
and began to take an inventory of every thing in the 
hermitage : an employment not very laborious ; all 
his furniture conſiſting in what you may have obſerv- 
ed in the grotto. Brother John was not only ill pro- 
vided with furniture, but alſo kept a very bad larder z 
for all the proviſion we found, was a few filberts, 
and ſome cruſts of barley bread, ſo hard as to be, in 
all appearance, proof againſt the gums of the holy 
man. I ſay his gums; becauſe we obſerved, that he 
had loſt all his teeth. All that this ſolitary babitation 
contained, and all that we beheld, made us regard the 
good anchorite as a perfect ſaint. We were ſhocked, 
indeed, at one thing : we opened a paper folded in 
form of a letter, which he had laid upon the table, 
and in which, he begged that the perſon who ſhould 
read it, would carry his roſary and ſandals to the bi- 
ſhop of Cuenca, We did not know with what in- 
tention this new father of the deſert could defire to 
make ſuch a preſent to his biſhop. This ſeemed an 
outrage againſt humility, and the behaviour of a man 
who wanted to ſet up for canonization, And per- 
haps, there was nothing in it, but pure ſimplicity : 
tor I don't pretend to decide the matter. 

While we dilcourſed together on this ſubjett, a 
pleaſant thought came into Lamela's head, © Let us 
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Ray (ſaid he) in this hermitage, and diſguiſe ourſelves 
like anchorites, having firit buried brother John, 
You {hall paſs for him; and under the name of bro- 
ther Anthony, will gu a-begging in the neighbouring 
towns and villages. Behdes, our being ſecure from 
the enquiries of the corregidor (for I don't believe he 
will think of ſearching for us bere) I have ſome good 
acquaintance at Cuenca, which we may cultivate.” 1 
approved of this extrayagant propoſal, not ſo much 
for Ambroſc's reaſons, as out of pure whim, or a de- 
fire of acting a part in a play. About thirty or forty 
paces from the grotto, we dug a grave, in which we 
modeſtly interred the old anchorite, after having ſtript 
him of his cloaths ; that is, a ſimple robe tied about 
his middle with a leathern girdle ; we likewiſe cut 
off his beard, to make a falſe one for me; and in thort, 
after having per form'd his funerals, took poſſeſſion of 
the hermitage. | 
We fared poorly the firſt day, being obliged to live 
on the proviſion of the defuntt ; but next morning, 
before day, Lamela fer out in order to ſell the two 
mules at Toralva, and returned in the evening loaded 
with victuals, and other things which he had pur- 
chaſed. He brought every thing that was neceſſary 
for our transformation: he made for himſelf a ruſſet 
own, and a little red beard of horſe hair, which he 
fixed ſa artificially to his ears, that one would have 
worn it was the natural produce of his chin. There 
is not a more dexterous young fellow in the world 
than he ; who likewiſe weaved the beard of brother 
John, wbich he applied to my face, and my brown 
woollen cap ſerved to cover the artifice ; ſo that there 
was nothing wanting to our diſguiſe. We found each 
ather ſo pleaſantly equipped, that we could not, 
without laughing, behol ourſelves in this dreſs, 
which truly was not very ſuitable to our real charac- 
ters. Together with brother John's robe, I wore his 
roſary and ſandals, of which 1 made no ſcruple to de- 
prive the biſhop of Cuenca. 
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We had been already three days in the hermitage, 
without ſecing a ſoul appear; but on the fourth tWo 
peaſants entered the grotto, bringing bread, cheeſe, 
and onions to the defunct, whom they ſtill thought 
alive. As ſoon as I perceived them, I threw myſelf 
on my bed, and it was no difficult matter to deceive 
them : for, beſides that there was not light enough ta 
enable them to diſtinguiſh my features, I imitated as 
well as I could the voice of brother John, whoſe laſt 
words I had heard; and they had no ſuſpicion of 
the cheat ; they ſeemed only * 3 to meet ano» 
ther hermit there; which when Lamela perceived, 
he ſaid, with an hypocritical air,“ My brethren, be 
not ſurprized to ſee me in this ſolitude: I have quite 
ted an hermitage I poſſeſſed in Arragon, to come hi- 
ther and attend the venerable and diſcreet brother 
John, who in his extreme old age has occaſion for a 
comrade who can provide for his neceſhities.” The 
peaſants gave infinite praiſe to the charity of Ambroſe, 
and expreſſed great joy, in being able to boaſt of hav- 
ing two holy perionages in their country. 

Lamela, with a large havreſack, which he had not 
forgot io purchaſe, went a-begging for the firſt time 
in the city. of Cuenca, which 1s but a ſmall league 
from the hermitage. With a devout appearance, 
which he had received from nature, and the art of 
making advantage of it, which he poſſeſſed in a ſus 
preme degree, he did not fail to extort alms from 
charitable people, with whole liberalities he filled his 
havreſack. + Mr. Ambrofe, ſaid TI to him at his re- 
turn, 1 congratulate you upon your happy talent of 
melting the ſouls of chriſtians. Egad ! one would 
think you had been a-begging brother among the ca- 
puchins.” „ I have done ſomething elſe, anſwered 
he, than fill my knapſack : you mult know I have 
diſcovered a certain nymph called Barba, whom 1 
formerly loved, and whom I have found ſtrangely 
altered, She, like us, has turned devotee, and lives 
with two or three liſters of the ſame claſs, who edi ly | 
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the world in public, and in private lead ſcandalous 


lives:*”” As ſhe did not know me at firſt, © How! 
Madam Barba, faid I, is it poſſible that you do not 
recollect one of your old friends, your admirer Am- 
broſe?“— “ By my faith! Signior de Lamela, cried 
ſhe, I ſhould never have expected to fee you again in 
the habit you wear! By what adventure are you be- 
come hermit ?”” „I cannot tell you at preſent, I re. 
pe! ; the detail is ſomewhat long: but Iwill come 

ack to-morrow to gratify your curioſity, and bring 
along with me my companion brother John.“ Bro- 
ther John! ſaid ſhe, interrupting me, what! the good 
anchorite who lives in the hermitage near this city? 
Sure you joke; they ſay he is more than an hundred 
years old.“ © It is true, ſaid I to her, that he was 
once of that age ; but he has grown a great deal 
younger within thefe few days: and is at preſent 
& Well, let him come along with 
— replied Barba, I ſee there is ſome myſtery in the 
caſe.“ 


We did not fail the next day, as ſoon as it was dark, 


to go to the houſe of thoſe bigots, who had prepared 


a ſumptuous entertainment for our reception. We 
immediately took off our beards and hermits dreſs, 
and without ceremony told them who we were. On 
their fide, for fear of being indebted to us for our 
franknels, they ſhewed what falſe devotees are capa- 
ble of, when they baniſh grimace. We ſpent almolt 
all the night at table, and did not retire to our grotto 
till the dawn.—We returned thither again in a very 
ſhort time; or rather, did the ſame thing, almoſt 
every day, during three months; in which time, we 
ſpent two thirds of our money with theſe nymphs: 


but one being ſuſpicious of our characters, diſcover- 
 <d the whole, and has informed juſtice againſt us, 
| which this day intended to viſit the hermitage, and 
| ſecure our perſon. Yeſterday Ambroſe, while he 
was begging at Cuenca, met one of our ſiſters, who 
_ gc him a note, ſaying, © One of my friends wa 
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this letter to me, which I was going to ſend to you 
by an REY : (hew it to brother John, and tak. 


your meaſures accordingly.” It was this billet, gen- 
tlemen, which Lamela delivered to me in your pre- 


ſence, and which has made us quit ſo ſuddenly our 
ſolitary habitation, | 


CHAPEL 


The council which Don Raphael held with his hearers, 


and the adventures which happened to them when they 
deſigned to quit the wood, 


HEN Don Raphael had ended his narration 

which I Er a little tedious, Don Al- 

phonſo was ſo polite as to ſay, it had diverted him very 
much. Then Signior Ambroſe opened, and addreſ- 
ſing himſelf to his fellow adventurer, 4+ Don Raphael, 
ſaid he, conſider that the ſun is ſet ; it will be proper, 
methinks, to deliberate on what we are to do.” 
« You are in the right, replicd his comrade, we mult 
determine upon the place to which we go next,”? 
It is my opinion, reſumed Lamela, that we ſhould 
{ct forward without loſs of time, reach Requena this 
night, and to-morrow enter the kingdom of Valencia, 
where we will give the rein to our induſtry, and, I 
foreſee, perform ſome ſucceſsful ſtrokes. His confe- 
derate, who, on that ſubje&, believed his preſage in- 
fallible, aſſented to his opinion. As for Don Alphon- 
ſo and me, leaving ourſelves to the conduct of theſe 
honeſt people, we waited in ſilence the reſult of the 
conference. ; ö 
It being therefore reſolved that we ſhould take the 
road to Requena, we began to preyare ourſelves for 
the journey; we made another nieal like that in the 
morning; and loading the horſe with the Jþottle and 
the remains of our proviſions, the approach of night 
lent us that darkne(s which we needed for our more 
ſccure travelling, and we puſhed forward to get out 
of the wood, But we had not gone an hundred yard 
Wnen 


64 The ADVENTURES of 


when we diſcovered among the trees a light that made 
us very uneafy. What is the meaning of that, ſaid 
Don Kaphael, perhaps the ferrets of juſtice having 
purſued us from Cuenca, underſtand that we are in 
this foreſt, and are come hither to ſearch.” „I don't 
believe that, ſaid Ambroſe; theſe are rather travel- 
lers, who being ſurprized by the night, have come 
into this wood to wait for day. But, added be, I 
may be miſtaken. I will go and reconnoitre-while 
2 ſtay here, and I will be back in a moment.“ 80 
aying, he advanced towards the light, which was 
not far off, and approached it ſoftly. Puſhing gently 
by the leaves and boughs that were in his way, and 
peeping with all the attention which the thing ſeem- 
ed to deſerve, he ſaw on the graſs, round a candle that 
ſtuck burning in a lump of clay, four men fitting, 
who had juſtdiſpatched a pie, and emptied apretty large 
leathern bottle, which they embraced 1n their turns, 
He likewiſe perceived, at ſome diſtance from them, 
a lady and gcntleman tied to trees; and a little far- 
ther, a chaiſe, with two mules 1ichly capariſoned. 
He gueſſed at once, that the men were robbers; and 
their diſcourſe, which he overheard, aſſured him that 
| he was not miſtaken in his conjecture. The four ban- 
ditti expreſſed an equal deſire of poſſeſſing the lady 
who had fallen into their hands, and talked of caſting 
lots for her, Lamela having fully informed himſelf 
of the matter, rejoined us, and made a faithful report 
of what he had ſeen and heard, 
© Upon which, Alphonſo faid, © Gentlemen, that 
lady and cavalier whom the robbers have bound to 
trees, are perhaps perſons of the firſt quality ; and 
ſhall we ſuffer them to fall victims to the barbarity 
and brutality of thieves ? Take my advice, let usat- 
tack theſe banditti, and put them all to death.” 
„With all my heart, ſaid Don Raphael, Iam as ready 
to do a good as a bad action.“ Ambroſe, on his 
part, ſignified his willingneſs to lend a hand to ſuch a 
laudable enterprize, for which, ſaid he, 1 ana 
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ſhall be well recompenſed.—I dare likewiſe affirm⸗ 
thet on this occaſion I was not at all afraid of the dan- 
ger; and that no knight-errant ever ſhewed more rea- 
dineſs to ſuccour damſels in diſtreſs. But, not to 
conceal the truth, the danger was not great; for La- 
mela having uy ng that the arms of the robbers 
were all in à heap at the diſtance of ten or twelve 
paces from them, it was no difficult matter for us to 
execute our deſign, We tied our horſe to a tree, and 
approached, as gently as poſſible, the place, where 
they were talking with great warmth; and making a 
noiſe that helped us to ſurprize them, we made our- 
ſelves maſters of their arms, before we were diſcover» 
ed: then firing a volley upon them, ſtretched them 
all breathleſs on the ſpot. | 
During this execution che light going out, we re- 
mained in darkneſs; but for all that, did not delay 
to untie the man and woman, who were ſo much en- 
groſſed by their fear, that they had not power to 
thank us for what we had done in their behalf. *Tis 
true, indeed, they did not as yet know whether to 
look upon us as their deliverers, or as a new troop of 
banditti, who had not reſcued them from the others 
with any intention to uſe them better. But we en- 
couraged them, by proteſting that we would conduct 
them to an inn, which Ambroſe affirmed was not 
more than half a league from thence; and that they 
might take all neceſſary precautions for their ſecuruy, 
in going whither their affairs called them. Alter this 
aſſurance, with which they ſeemed very well ſatisfied, 
we replaced them in their chaiſe, and brought them 
out of the wood, leading the mules by the bridle, 
Our anchorites afterwards examined the pockets of 
the vanquiſhed, took eare of Don Alphonſo's horſe, 
ſecured thoſe that belonged to the thieves, which we 
found tied to trees near the field of battle; and car- 
rying them all off, followed brother Antony, who 
mounted one of the mules, in order to guide the 
chaiſe to the inn; at which, however, we did not ar- 
rive 
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rive in leſs time than two hours, although he had-af+ 
ſured us that it was not far from the wood. 

Every body in the houſe being a-bed, we knocked 
loudly. at the door; upon which the landlord and bis 
wife got up in a hurry, and were not ſorry to ſee their 
reſt interrupted by the arrival of an equipage, which 
they thought would have ſpent more money than it 
did. The whole inn was lighted in a moment : Don 
Alphonſo and the illuſtrious ſon of Lucinda offered 
their hands to help the cavalier and lady out of the 
chaiſe, and even ſerved them as uſhers to the chamber 
whither the landlord conducted chem. There a great 
many compliments paſſed ; and we were not a lutle 
aſtoniſhed when we under ſtood that it was the Count 
de Polan himſelf and his daughter Seraphina whom 
we had delivered. It is impoſſible to deſcribe the 
ſurprize of that lady, as well as Don Alphonſo, when 
they recolle&ed each other, The count took no no- 
tice of it, ſo much was he otherwiſe engroſſed, in re- 


counting to us in what manner the robbers had attacked 


him; and how they had ſeized his daughter and him, 
after having killed his poſtilion, page and valet de 
chambre: He ended with telling us, that he -had a 
deep ſenſe of the obligation he lay under to us ; and 
if we would come to him at Toledo, where he ſhould 
be in a month, we ſhould ſee whether or not he was 
ungrateful. 

Nor did the daughter of this nobleman forget to 
thank us for her happy deliverance : and as Raphael 
and I imagined that we ſhould pleaſe Don Alphonſo 
by giving him an opportunity of talking a moment 
in private with that young widow, we gratified his 
deſire, by amuſing the Count de Polan. * Fair Se- 
raphina (ſaid Alphonſo tothe lady, in a low voice) I 
will no longer complain of the fate that compels me 
to live like a man baniſhed from civil ſociety, ſince I 
have becn ſo happy as to contribute to the important 


ſervice which you have received.“ “ How! (anſwer- 


ed ſhe, ſighing) is it you who have ſaved my life and 
| honour ? 
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honour? Is it to you that my father and I are ſo 
much indebted! Ah! Don Alphonſo! why did you 
kill my brother?” She ſaid.no more; but he daſily 
perceived by theſe words, and the tone in Which 
they were pronounced, that if he was violently in 
love with Seraphina, ſhe was no leſs enamoured of 
him, 
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The conduct of Gil Blas and his companions aſter they 
quitted the Count de Polan, The important project 
wich Ambroſe ſormed, and the manner in which it 
was executed, 


HE count de Polan having ſpent one half of the 
night in thanking and aſſuring us, that we might 
depend upon bis gratitude, called the landlord, in 
order to conſult with him about the means of getting: 
in {afety-to-. Tunis, whither he deſigned to go. We: 
left that nobleman to make his meal{ures accordingly z 
and departing from the inn, followed the road that 
Lamela pleaſed to chuſe. 

After having traveled two hours, day ſurprized 
us near Campelio; upon which, we immediately be- 
took ourſelves to the mountains, which are between 
that village and Requena, and there paſſed the day in 
repoling ourſelves, and counting our finances, which 
were a good deal increaſed by the money of the robs 
bers; for above three hundred piſtoles were found in 
their pockets. As ſoon as it was dark we: ſet for- 
ward again, and next morning entered the kingdom 
of Valencia. We retired to the firſt wood that pres» 
ſented itſelf to our view ; and pulhing a good way in- 
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to it, arrived at a place thro? which a rivulet of eryſ- 
talline waters gently glided in its way to join the 
waters of Guadalaviar *. The ſhade Ae by the 
trees, and the graſs which the place afforded in abund- 
ance to our horſes, would have determined us to halt 
here, even if we had not been reſolved upon it be- 
fore. We alighted therefore, and prepared to paſs 
the day very agreeably ; but when we went to break. 
faſt, found very little proviſion left. We began to 
want bread, and our boltte was become a body with» 
out a ſoul. Gentlemen, ſaid Ambroſe, the moſt 
charming retreats are but diſagreeable without Bac- 
chus and Ceres; our proviſion mult be renewed : I 
will for that purpoſe go to Xelva, an handſome town 
no: above two leagues from hence; ſo that the journey 
will ſoon be finiſhed.” So ſaying, he fixed the bottle 
and havreſack on one of the horſes, and mounting 
atop of them, went out of the wood with a diſpatch 
that promiſed a ſpeedy return, | 

He did not come back, however, ſo ſoon as we ex- 
pected: more than half ofhe day elapſed, and night 
was ready to cover the trees with her ſooty wings, 
when we beheld our purveyor, whoſe ſtay had begun 
to give us ſome uneaſineſs. He exceeded our expedta- 
tion by the quantity of things with which he returned 
loaded, He brought not only the leathern bottle fil- 
led with excellent wine, and the knapſack crammed 
with bread and all forts of vemiſon, but alſo a great 
bundle of cloth, which we obſerved with a good deal 
of attention. He perceived our admiration, and ſaid 
with a ſmile, ++ I defy Don Raphael, and all the 
world together, to gueſs why I have purchaſed theſe 
things.” Saying theſe words, he looſed the bundle, 


* Guadalaviar, a river of Spain, taking its riſe 
near the ſource of the Tagus, on the confines of Arra- 
gon and New Caſtile, traverſes the firſt of theſe king- 
doms, enters Valencia, waters the capital, and dil 
charges itſelf into the gulph of that name. A 


to ſhew the particulars of what we had obſerved in 
the groſs, He diſplayed a cloak, and very long 
black robe, two doublets with their hoſe; one of 
thoſe inkhorns which are compoſed of two pieces tied 
together by a ſtring, the horn of which is ſeparated 
from the pen-caſe; a quire of fine white paper, and a 
adlock with a large ſeal and green wax; and when 
he had exhibited his whole purchaſe, Don Raphael 
ſaid to him in a jocular way, © Egad, Mr. Ambroſe, 
it muſt be conleſſed you have made a fine bargain— 
What uſe, if you pleaſe, do you intend to make of 
it?” An admirable one, replied Lamela; all theſe 
things have coſt me but ten doubloons ; and I am 
perſuaded that they will bring us in more than five 
hundred : you may depend upon it, I am none of 
thoſe who encumber themſelves with uſeleſs effects; 
and to convince you that I did not buy all this hike a 
fool, I will communicate the project I have formed, 
© Having furniſhed myſelf with bread, added he, 
I went into a cook's ſhop, where I ordered ſix par- 
tridges, as many pullets and young rabbis, to be put 
tothe fire; and while they were doing a man came into 
the ſhop in a rage, and loudly complaining vf the be- 
haviour of a merchant in town, ſaid to the cook, © By 
St. Jago! Samuel Simon is the moſt ridicutous mer» 
chant in Xelva; he has affronted me in open ſhop; 
the covetous wretch would not give me credit for {1x 
ells of cloth, though he knows very well that I am 
a reſponſible tradeſman, and that he can loſe nothing 
by me. Is not he a ſtrange animal ? He ſells willing» 
ly on credit to people of quality, and had rather ven- 
ture with them, than obhge an honeſt citizen, with» 
out any riſk, Was there ever ſuch madneſs ? Damn» 
el Jew ! would he were tak-a in, My wiſh will be 
one day accompliſhed. There are merchants enough 
of my opinion.” 

Hearing the tradeſman ſpeak in this manner, and 
ſay. a great many other things of the ſame nature, I 
had a certain forewarning that I ſhould cheat this — 
mue 
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muel Simon. Friend, faid I to the man who com · 
plained, what is the character of this perſon whom you 
mentioned ?” «© A very bad one, anſwered he haſti- 
ly, I aſſure you he is a rank uſurer, though he affecti 
the manners of a bèenevolent man. He was a Jew, 
and turned Catholic; but in his heart he is fill ag 
much a Jew as ever Pilate was: for they ſay he ab- 
ured for intereit.” 

I lent an attentive ear to all the diſcourſe of the 
tradeſman ; and did not fail, when I came out of the 
cook's ſhop, to inquire for Samuel Simon's houſe. A 
perſon ſhewed it to me; I ſurveyed his ſhop, exa- 
mined every thing; and imagination, ready at a call, 
ſketched out a ſtratagem which I digeſted, and which 
appeared worthy of the valet of Signior Gil Blas, I 
went to a broker's where I bought theſe cloaths ; one 
ſuit for acting an inquiſitor, another to repreſent a 
{crivener,- and the third for playing the part of an ak 


guazil. 


„Ah, my dear Ambroſe ! (cried Don Raphael, 
interrupting him, in a tranſport of joy) what a won- 
derful idea ! what a glorious plan ! I am jealous of 
the invention, and would willingly give up the great- 
eſt ſtrokes of my life, to be thought the author of ſuch 
a happy ſcheme! Yes, Lamela (added he) I fee all 
the =. of thy deſign, the execution of Which 
ought to give thee no uneaſineſs. Thou haſt occaſion 
for two good actors to ſecond thee, and they are al- 
ready found. Thou, who haſt the air of a devotee, 
will act the inquiſitor very well; I will repreſent 
the ſecretary, and Signior Gil Blas (if he pleaſes) ſhall 
play the part of an alguazil: thus (continued he) are 
the cues diſtributed : to-morrow we will att the 
piece; and I'll anſwer for its ſucceſs, unleſs ſome 
of thoſe unluckly accidents happen, which confound 
the beſt concerted deſigns. 

I conceived as yet but very confuſedly the project 
which Don Raphael liked * but the Whole 
was explained to me at ſupper, and the trick ſeemed in- 
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genious. After having diſpatched part of our veniſon, 
and made our leathern bottle undergo a copious eva- 
cuation, we ſtretched ourſelves upon the graſs; and 
were aſleep in a very ſhort time. Get up, get 
up, (cried Signior Ambroſe, at day-break) people 
who have great enterprizes to execute, ought not t 
be lazy,” Deuce take you, Mr. Inquiſitor, (fat 
Don Raphael, waking) how alert you are! that bodes 
no good to Mr. Simon.” I grant it, (replied La- 
mela) and will moreover tell you, I dreamed this 
night, that I pluckt the hair from his beard : Is not 
that a villainous dream for him, Mr. Secretary?“ 
Theſe jokes were followed by a thouſand more, 
which put us all in good humour: we made a chearful 
break faſt, and then prepared foraCting our ſeveral parts. 
Ambroſe put on the long gown and cloak, which gave 
him all the air of a commiſſary of the holy office: 
Don Raphael and I dreſſed ourſelves likewiſe, ſo as 
to hear a pretty good reſemblance to a ſecretary and 
alguazil, We employed a good deal of time in dif- 
guiſing ourſelves ; and it was paſt two o'clock in the 
afternoon, when we quitted the wood, and ſet out 
for Xelva. *Tis true, indeed, we were in no hurry, 
as our comedy would not begin before the twilight: 
we therefore went at a very flow pace, and ſtopping 
at the city-gate, waited there till night. 

As ſoon as it was dark, we left our horſes in this 
place to the care of Don Alphonſo, who was very 
glad that he had no other part to perform. Don Ra- 
phael, Ambroſe, and I, went immediately into a 
publican's in the neighbourhood : and Mr. Inquiſi - 
tor going foremoſt, ſaid to the landlord with great 
gravity, “ Maſter, I want to talk with you in private” 
The landlord carried us into a parlour, where Lame- 
la finding him alone with us, ſaid, “ I am commiſ- 
ſary of the holy office, come hither upon a very im- 
portant affair.” At theſe words the publican grew 
pale, and replied with a faultering voice, that he 
hoped he had given no cauſe of complaint to the holy 
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inquiſition: Therefore (replied Ambroſe) it has ng 
intention to give you any trouble: God forbid. that, 
too prompt to puniſh, it ſhould confound innocence 
with guilt ; it is ſevere, but always juſt ; in a word, 
one mult deſerve its chaſtiſements before be feels 
them. It was not you who brought me to Xelva, but 
a certain merchant called Samuel Simon, of whom 
we have received a very bad report, it is {aid that he it 
ſtill a Jew, and embraced chriſtianity through motives 
purely carnal. I erdef you thereſore, in the name gf 
the holy office, to tell me what you know of that 
man. Beware of excuſing him, on account of his be- 
ing your neighbour, and perhaps your friend ; for [ 
declare, if I perceive in your evidence the leaſt reſerve, 
2 yourſelf are a loſt man. Come, ſecretary (added 
e, turning to Raphael) do your duty.“ | 
Mr. Secretacy, who already had his paper and ink- 
horn in his hand, ſat down at a table, and prepared, 
with the moſt {erious air in the world, to write the 
depoſition of the landlord; who, on his part, pro- 
teſted that he would not betiay the truth. “ Well 
then, (ſaid the commillary inquiſitor to him) let us 
begin; anſwer only to my queſtions; I aſk no more. 
© Do you ſee Samuel Simon frequent the church?“ 
& 'Tis what I have not obſerved (ſaid the publican) 
I don't remember to have ſeen him at church.” 
© Good ! (cried the inquiſuor) Write that he is ne- 
ver ſeen at church,” „ I don't fay fo, Mr. Com- 
miſſary (replied the landlord) I only ſay, that 1 ne- 
ver ſaw him there: he may be in the ſame church 
with me, though 1 don't perceive him.“ * Friend, 
{ſaid Lamela) you forget that you mult not, in your 
examination, excuſe Samuel Simon: I have told you 
the conſequences of it. You muſt mention only thoſe 
things that are againlt him, and not one word in his 
favour,” „If that be the caſe, Signior Licentiate, 
(reſumed the landlora) you can't reap much from my 
depoſition; I am not acquainted with the merchant 
in queſtion; therefore can lay neither good nor gf 
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him: bot if yon want to know how he lives in fig: 
own family, I will go and call Gaſpard his*prentices 
whom you may interrogate : he comes here, ſome- 
times to make metry. with his friends; and ſuch a 
tongue! he will diſcover the whole life and convers 
{ation of his maſter, and I warrant it, find employs 
ment enough for your ſecretary.” | | * 
1 ke your frankneſs, (ſaid Ambroſe) and you 
he w your zeal for the holy office, by informing me 
of a man acquainted” with the morals of Simon, TI 
will report _=_ tothe inquiſition. Make haſte; then, 
{continued he) and bring hither that fame Gaſpard, 
whom you mention. But do things dilcreetly, that 
his maſter may have no ſuſpicion of what paſſes.” 
The publican acquitted himſelf of his commiſſion, - 
with great ſecrecy and diligence, and brought along 
with him the merchant's 'prentice, who'was-jult ſuch 
a very talkative young fellow as we wanted. Wel- 
come, child, (ſaid Lamela to him) you fee, in me, 
an inqurfitor,, nominated by the holy office, to take 
inſor mations againſt Samuel Simon, who is accuſed of 
Judaiſm. You live with him, and, of conſequences 
arc witneſs to the greateſt part of his behaviour: I 
believe it is unneceſſary to advertiſe you of the 'oblie 
gation you are under to declare all that you know of 
him, when I order you to do fo, in the name of the 
holy inquiſition.” „ Signior Licentiate, (replied the 
young man) I am very ready to datisfy you on that 
head, without being commanded in the name of the 
holy office, If my maſter was to take me for his text, 
I am perſuaded that he would not ſpare me; I will 
therefore deal as, plainly with him, and tell you, in 
the farſt place, that he is a cloſe hunks, whoſe true 
ſenti ments it is impoſſible to diſcover : one who a. 
tots all the exteriors of a holy many but has not one 
ſcruple of virtue at bottom. He goes every evening 
to the houſe of a httle Abigail.” 4 Tam glad to hear 
that, (ſaad Ambroſe, interrupting him) and I ſee, by 
what you thy, that he is 2 man of. bad morals: but, 
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anſwer preciſely to the queſtions I am going to aſk, 


I am particularly enjoined to know, what are his ſen. - 
timents with reſpect to religion. Tell me, do yon 1 
eat pork in your houſe??? 4 I don't think (replied | ., 
Gaſpard) that we have eat of it twice, during the whole Py 


year that I have lived with him.” „ Very well, (re- 
ſumed maſter Inquiſitor :) write, ſecretary, that pork la 
is never eaten in the houſe of Samuel Simon. But, by 
to make amends for that, (continued he) you, doubts ta 
leſs, eat lamb ſometimes.” „ Yes, ſometimes, (re- 7 
lied the *prentice) we had ſome, for example, lat ne 
Eaſter.” « A lucky epocha! (cried the commiſſary) BY G6 
write, ſecretary, that Simon keeps the paſſover. This ly 
goes on excellently well, and methinks, we have re- 
ceived good intelligence. | ich 
Beſides, you muſt tel} me, friend, (added Lamela) m. 
if you have never ſeen your maſter careſs little chi- ho 
dren.” “A thouſand times, (replied Gaſpard) when of 
he ſees little boys paſs by his ſhop, if they are at all ob 
handſome, he ſtops and fondles them.” „Write, he 
* maſter Secretary, (ſaid the inquiſitor, interrupting 28 
him) that Samuel Simon is violently ſuſpected of dee Sar 
coying Chriſtian children into his houſe, in order to ane 
cut their throats. A fine proſelyte indeed! Oh, ho] as 
Mr. Simon, you ſhall have to do with the holy office, ¶ bei 
take my word for it; you mult not imagine that you IJ « | 
will be allowed to make your barbarous ſacrifices W ho! 
with impunity. . Courage, zealous Gaſpard, (ſaid he © con 
to the *prentice) declare all that you know of the mat» WU key 
ter; and give us to underſtand, that this falſe catholic  fom 
zs more attached than ever to the Jewiſh cuſtoms and Ih pref 
ceremonies. Does not he ſpend one day of the week T 
in total ination'??”” „ No, anſwered Gaſpard, I have two 
not obſerved chat: I only perceive that on ſome days the 
he ſhuts himſetf up in his cloſet, where he remains beli 
Jong time.” „Ah, ha! cried the commiſſary, be ſubj 
keeps the ſabbath, as ſure as I am an inoniſitor. Mark, I hap: 
ſecretary, mark that he religiouſly obſerves the fag had 
el the Sabbath. Ah che abominable wretch! 1 by it w 
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only one thing more to aſk. Does not he ſpeak alſo 
of Jeruſalem ?” „ Very often, replied the young 
man; he relates to us the hiſtory'of the Jews, and in 
what manner the temple of 3 was deſtroy- 
ed.” „ Right, ſaid Ambroſe, maſter Secretary, let 
not this piece of intelligence eſcape you: write, in 
large characters, that Samuel Simon breathes nothi 
but the teſtoration of the temple; and that he medi» 
tates night and day the re- eſtabliſhment of his nation. 
I do' not want to know any more; therefore it-18 
needleſs to aſk any other queſtions. What the truſty 
Gaſpard hath depoſed is enough to bring a whole. 
{ſynagogue to the Rake.” | 

Maſter Commiſſary of the holy office having inter- 
rogated the apprentice in this manner, told him he 
might retire : but ordered him, in the name of the 
holy inquiſition, to conceal from his maſter 2 tittle 
of what had paſſed. Gaſpard, having promiſed to 
obey, took his leave; and we did not tarry long after 
he went out, but leaving the public houſe, as gravely: 
28s we had entered, went and knocked at the door of 
Samuel Simon, who opened it with his own hand ; 
and if he was aſtoniſned to ſee three ſuch figures 
as we were, he was much more ſo, when Lamela, 
being ſpokeſman, ſaid to him, with an imperious tone, 
« Mr, Samuel, I cemmand you, in the name of the 
holy fem pms of which 1 have the honour to be 
commiſſary, to deliver into my hand, this inſtant, the: _ - 
key of your cloſet; I want to ſee if 1 cannot find 
ſomething to juſtify the informations which have been 
preſented-to us againſt you.“ 5 

The merchant, confounded at theſe wo: ds, reeled 
two (teps.backward, as if he had received a blow on 
the ſto mach. Far from ſuſpecting us of any trick, be 
believed implicitly, that ſome ſecret enemy wanted to 
ſubject him to the ſuſpicion of the holy office; per- 
haps too, knowing himſelf to be no good catholic, he 
had cauſe to be afraid of an information. Be that as 
K will, I never ſaw a man more diſconcerted.; he 
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obeyed without reſiſtance, and opened his Cloſets with 
all che reſpect that a man could ſhew, Who is in terror 
of the inquiſition. At leaſt, ſaid Amabroſe while he 
went in, at leaſt you receive the orders. of the holy 
office without contumacy. But, added he, retire into 
another room, and leave me at liberty to perform my 
function.“ Samuel was as obedicat to this order as to 
the firſt: he remained in his hop, while we three en- 
tered his cloſet, and began to fearch for his caſh, Which 
we eaſily found ; for it was in an coffer, and in much 
greater quantity than we could carry off, conſiſſ ing 
af a great number of bags piled upon one another; 
but the whole in ſilver. We ſhould have liked gold 
better: but things. being as they were, we were fain 
to accommodate .ourſelves to neceſſity, and fill our 
pockets with ducats. We ſtuffed our breeches with 
them, and crammed them into every other part which 
we judged proper to conceal them. In ſhort, We 
were heavy laden, though our cargo did not appear; 
and this was owing to the addreſs of Ambroſe and 
Don Raphacl, who, by their behaviour on this occa- 
ſion, let me (ee that there is nothing like one's being 
maſter of his trade. — | 
After having done our buſineſs ſo ſucceſgfully, we 
came dut of the cloſet; and, for a rraſon that the rea- 
der will eaſily gueſs, maſter Inquiſitor took out his 
padlock, and fixed it to the door with his own hand, 
then applying the ſeal, ſaid to Simon, . Maſter Sa- 
n+ muel, 1 forbid you, in the name of the holy inquiſi- 
! tion, to touch this padlock, as well as the ſeal, which 
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you are bound to reſpect, ſince it is the true ſeal of 
the holy otice. I will return at the ſame hour to- 
| morrow, in order to take it off, and bring further or- 
ders for you.” So ſaying, he made him open the 

ſtreet- door, through which we joyfully paſſed, one 


y 

after another. When we had gone about fifty yards 
\ S we began to walk with ſnch ſpeed and nimblenels, 
mat we had ſcarce touched the ground, notwithſtand- 
ing the bantheas Which we carried. We ſoon got * 
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of town, and remounting our horſes, puſhed towar 


Segorba, giving thanks to the god Mercury, for ſuc 
an happy event, Cnr „ 1:14 


CHA . H. 566) 61 
The reſolution which Don Alphonſo and Gil Blas formed 

ter this adventure. 1 * 
E travelled all night, according to our laud- 
able cuſtom, and found ourſelves at break 
of day, near a little village two leagues from-Segorba. 
As we were all fatigued, we willingly quitted the 
highway, to get among ſome willows, which we: per» 
ceived at the bottom of a little hill, ten or twelve hun- 
dred paces from the village, in which we did nat 
think youu to ſtop. We found that the willows 
yielded an agreeable ſhade, being watered by a imall 
rivulet; and the place ſuiting our taſte, we reſolved 
to ſpend the day in it. Alighting, therefore, we un- 
bridled our horſes to let them feed, and lay down up- 
on the graſs, where we took a little repoſe. We then 
emptied our knapfack and leathern bottle, and having 
made a plentiful breakfaſt, counted all the — 

v-hich we had taken from Samuel Simon, and whict 
amounted to three thouſand ducats; ſo that, with this 
ſum, and what we had before, we might have boaſted 

of having a pretty good ſtock. | 

As it was neceſſary for ſome of us to go and buy 
proviſion, Ambroſe and Don Raphael, having quitted 
their dreſs of inquiſuor and ſecretary, ſaid that they 
would take that charge upon themſelves; that the ad- 
venture at Xelva had only whetted their appetite; that 
they longed to be at Segorba, to ſee if ſome occaſion 
would not offer, of ſtriking a new ſtroke. You 
have nothing to do (added the ſon of Lucinda) but 
wait for us under theſe willows: we will not tarry, 
but rejoin you in a very ſhort time.“ „ Signior Don 
Raphael (cricd I, laughing) bid us rather wait for you 
till doomſdey'y if you leave us now; I believe we 
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need not expect to ſee you ſooner.” * We are aft 


fronted by your ſuſpicion, (replied Signior Ambroſe) 
but we deſerve it at your hands: your diſtruſt is ex- 
cuſable, after what we did at Valladolid; and we 
cannot blame you for thinking that we will make no 
more ſcruple of forſaking you, than of abandoni 
our comrades in that city; but, however, you are mi- 
taken; the confederates, from whoſe company we 
withdrew, were perſons of very bad ebharacters, aud 
their ſociety began to grow inſupportable. We muſt 
do juſtice to people of our profeſſion, by affirming 
that there are no aſſociates in civil life, leſs divided by 
intereſt than they : but when there is not a conformity 
of inclinations among them, their good underſtanding 
may be broke, as well as that of the reſt of mankind, 
Wherefore, Signior Gil Blas, (added Lamela) we beg 
that you and Don Alphonſo will have a little more 
confidence in us: and let not the deſire of Don Ras 
Phael and me go to Segorba, give you the leaſt unea- 
ſineſs.“ x 
It is an eaſy matter (ſaid the ſon of Lucinda) to 
rid them of all cauſe of anxiety : let them remain mal- 


ters of the caſh, and then they will have, in their own 


hands, good ſecurity for our return. You ſee, Signior 
Gil Blas (added he) that we come to the point at once. 
You ſhall have pledges in your hands; and I can al- 
ſure you, that Ambroſe and I will ſet out, without 
the leaſt apprehenſion of your giving us the ſlip. Af. 
ter ſuch a certain mark of our fidelity, won't;you-trult 
entirely to our promiſe?” © Yes, gentlemen {laid I 
and you may now do what you pleaſe.” They de- 
parted immediately with the leathern bottle and knaps 
fack, leaving me under the willows with -Don Als 
phonſo, who, eſter they were gone, ſaid to me, “Sig- 
nior Gil Blas, I mult diſcloſe my ſentiments to you. 
1 upbraid myſelf with having had the complaiſance 
to come ſo far with two ſharpers: you cannot ima- 
gine how often I have repented of this my conduth, 
Yeſterday, while I took care of che horſes, I made a 
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thouſand mortifying reflections: I conſidered, that it 
ill became à young man, Who has principles of ho+ 
nour, to hve with {ſuch wicked wretches as Don Ra- 
phael and Lamela; that if unluckily, one day, which 
may not be far off, a trick ſhould miſcarry, by which 
we ſhall fall into hands of jultice, I ſhall be ſhameful- 
ly puniſhed, with them as a thicf, and undergo the 
moit infamous chaſtiſement. Theſe images inceſſantly 
occur to my fancy; and I own I have reſolved, that I 
may no longer be an accomplice of their miſdemean- 
ours, to ſeparate from them for ever. I don't believe 
(continued he) chat you will diſapprove of my deſign.“ 
« No, I'll aſſure you, {anſwered I) though you have 
ſcen me a& the part of an alguazil, in the comedy of 
Samuel Simon, don't imagine that theſe forts of pieces 
are to my taſte, I take heaven to witneſs, that while 
I played ſuch a fine part, I ſaid within myſelf, In 
faith, Mr. Gil Blas, if juſtice ſhould now come and 
ſeize you by the collar, you would richly deſerve the 
ſalary which ſhe would beſtow. I feel myſelf, there- 
fore, no more diſpoſed than you, Signior Don Al- 

honſo, to remain longer in ſuch good company; and 
if you will give me leave, I will accompany you. 
When the gentlemen return, we will demand our 
ſhare of the finances, and to-morrow morning, or 
this very night, bid them an eternal adieu.“ 

The beautiful Seraphina's lover approved of my 
propoſal: “ Let us (ſaid he) get into Valencia, and 
embark for Italy, where we may engage in the Ve- 
netian ſervice, Is it not better to carry arms, than 
lead this baſe guilty life? We ſhall even be in a con- 
tion to make a pretty good figure with the money 
which we have: not that I can uſe ſuch ill-gotten 
wealth without remorſe; but beſides that I am com- 
pelled by neceſſity, if ever I make the leaſt fortune 
in war, I ſwear that I will indemnify Samuel Si- 
mon.” [I aſſured Don Alphonſo, that I entertained 
the ſame ſentiments; and, in ſhort, we reſolved to 
leave our comrades next morning before day. We 
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Had not the laſt temptation to profit by their abſence, 
that is, to decamp immediately with the cafſh't. the 
confidence they had ſhewn, in leaving us maſters of 
the money, did not permit us to harbour ſuch à 
thought. 5 1 2 | 
Ambroſe and Don Raphael returned from Segorba 
In the evening; and the firſt thing they told us was, 
that their journey had been proſperous; that they had 
laid the foundation of a ſtratagem, which in all likeli- 
hood, would be more advantageous than che laſt, Ac- 
cordingly, the ſon of Lucinda was going to inform us 
of the particulars, when Don Alphonſo: declared” his 
reſolution to leave them; and let them know that 1 
had the ſame intention. They uſed all their endes. 
vours in vain, to engage us to accompany them in 
their expeditions; for. we took leave of them next 
day, after having made an equal partition of the mo- 
ney, and procecded on our way'to Valencia, 


. 
* . 


CHAP, III. | 


Aſter what diſagreeable incident Don Alphonſo found his 
wiſhes fulfilled ; and by what adventure Gl Blas, of a 
ſudden, ſaw himſelf in a happy ſituation. | 


W puſhed forward chearſully, as far as Bunol, 
where unfortunately being obliged to halt, 
Don Alphonſo fell ſick of a high fever, with violent 
paroxyſms, which made me afraid of his life. Lnckt 
iy, there was no phyſician in the place, and I was 
quit for my fear: he was out of danger at the end of 
three days, and my care helped to re-eſlabhſh his 
health, He ſhewed himſelf very ſenſible of what 1 
had done for hlm ; and as we felt a reciprocal kind- 
neſs for one another, we ſwore an eternal friendſhip, 
We betook ourſelves again to the road, fill refolv- 
ed; when we ſhould arrive at Valencia, to take the 
firſt opportunity of a paſſage into Italy. But heaven 
Hiſpoſed of us otherwiſe. Seeing a number of peas 
lants of both Sexes, dancing in a cirele, and making 

; 5 merry, 
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merry, before the gate of a fine caſtle, we approache 
to behold their mirth ; and Don Alphonſo expecte 
nothing leſs than the ſurprize with which he was ſeiz- 
ed all of a ſudden. He perceived the Baron de Steig- 
bach, who no ſooner knew him again, than he rap 
to him with open arms, ſaying, in a tranſport of joy 
« Ah, Don Alphonſo! is it you? what an ab, 
rencounter is this! while enquiry is made aſter you, 
all over the kingdom, chance preſcats you to my view.!* 
My companion alighting immediately, ran and em- 
braced the baron, whoſe joy ſeemed to be immogde- 
rate. Come, my ſon, ſaid the good old man tp 
him, you will now know who you are, and enjoy the 
moſt perfect happineſs.“ So ſaying, he carried 
him into the caſtle, which I likewiſe entered alon; 
with them ; for while they embraced one another, f 
had alighted and tied our horſes to a tree. The maſ- 
ter of the caſtle was the firſt perſon whom we met. 
He was a man of about fifty years of age, and a very 
engaging aſpect: ** Signior, ſaid the Baron de Stein- 
bach, preſenting Don Alphonſo to him, behold your 
ſon.” At theſe words, Don Cæſar de Leyva, ſo was 
the maſter of the caſtle called, threw his arms about 
Don Alphonſo's neck, and weeping with joy, © My 
dcar fon, ſaid he, you ſee in me the author of your 
being. If I have let you remain ſo long in ignorance 
of your birth, believe me, I did in that a cruel vio- 
lence to myſelf: I have a thouſand times ſighed with 
ſorrow; but I could not do otherwiſe. I married 
your mother through inclination, though ſhe was of a 
birth inferior to mine; and lived under the authority 
of a harſh father, who reduced me to the neceſſity of 
keeping ſecret a marriage contracted without his con- 
ſent. The Baron de Steinbach alone was in my con- 
fidence, and it Was in concert with me that he 
brought you up. In ſhort, my father is no more, 
and I now am at liberty to declare you my ſole heir, 
This is not all, added he, you ſhall be married to a 
young lady, whoſe nobility equals mine.“ ( Signi- 
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or, cried Don Alphonſo, interrupting him, dont 
make me pay too dear for the happineſs which you 
beſtow. Cannot I know that I have the honour of 
being your ſon, without learning, at the fame time, 
that you want to make me unhappy? Ah, Sir! be 
mot more cruel than your own Naber Who, though 


he did not approve of your paſſion, was not fo ſevere , 


2s to force you to marry.” Son, 'replied Don 
Cæſar, I don't intend to tyrannize over your affec- 
tions; but be ſo complaiſant as to ſee the lady whom 
I deſtine for your bed: that is all I exact of your obe- 
dience. Though ſhe is a charming creature, and a 
very advantageous match for you, I promiſe not to 
conſtrain you to make her your wife. She is now in 
the caſtle; follow me, and you will own, that there 
never was a more amiable object.“ So ſaying, he con- 
duQ-d Don Alphonſo into an apartment, whither 1 
attended them, with the Baron de Steinbach. 


There was the count de Polan, with his two daugh- 


ters, Seraphina and Julia, and Don Fernand, his ſon- 
in-law, who was nephew to Don Czſar ; there were 
other ladies and gentlemen preſent alſo. Don Fer. 
nand, as was already obſerved, had carried off Julia; 
and it was on occaſion of the marriage of theſe two lo- 
vers, that the peaſants of the neighbourhood were af- 
ſembled to make merry. As ſoon as Don Alphonſo 
appeared, and his father had preſented him to the com- 
pany, the Count de Polan got up, and running to em. 
brace him, ſaid, © Welcome, my deliverer! Don Al- 
phonſo, added he. obſerve the power that virtue haz 
on generous minds: if you killed my ſon, you have 
alſo ſaved my life. I ſacrifice my reſentment to you, 
and give you that Seraphina, whoſe honour you hi 
reſerved. In this manner 1 ecquit myſelf of my oh 
igation. The ſon of Don Cæſar did not fail to telt- 
fy to the Count de Polan, how much he was affected 
With his generolty; and I don't know whether be 
felt more joy in diſcovering his birth, or in icarmng 
that he was to be Scraphina's huſband, In effect, that 
1 * * marriage 
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marriage was celebrated in a few days after, to the in- 
finite ſatis faction of the parties coneerned. 

As I was alſo one of the count's dehverers, that no- 
bleman, who knew me again, aſſured me, he would 
take upon himſelf the care of making my fortune; 
but I thanked him for his generoſity, and would not 
leave Don Alphonſo, who made me ſteward of his 
houſe, and honoured me with his confidence. Scarce 
was he married, when the trick which had been played 
upon Samuel Simon lying on his conſcience, the fent 
me to that merchant, with all the money which had 
been ſtolen from, him. I went accordingly to make 
reſtitution; and began the buſineſs of a ſteward, by 
doing that which ought to be the end of it. | 


, 
b * 


BOOK VII. 


CHAP. I. | 
The amours of Gil Blas and dame Lorenca Sephora. 


WENT accordingly to Xelva, to make reſtitu« 

tution of the three thouſand ducats, which we 
had ſtole from Samuel Simon; and will freely own, 
that I was tempted on the road to convert the money 
to my own uſe, in order to begin my ſtewardſhip un- 
der happy auſpices. This I might have done with 
impunity; for, had I travelled five or ſix days, and 
then returned, as if I had acquitted myſelf of my 
commiſſion, Don Alphonſo and his father would ne- 
ver have fuſpected my fidelity. I did not yield, hows 
ever, to the temptation, which I ſurmounted like a 
lad of honour : a victory not a little commendable 
in a young fellow, who had aſſociated with great 
cheats. There are a great many, who, though ac- 
quainted with honeſt people only, are not ſo ſerupu- 
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lous ; thoſe, efpecially, who are entruſted with ſums 
which they may keep, without intereſting their repu« 

tation. | 
Having made reſtitution to the merchant, who ex- 
pected nothing leſs, I returned to the caſtle of Leyva, 
which the count de Polan having left, had ſet out 
again for Toledo, with Julia and Don Fernand. 1 
found my new maſter more captivated than ever with 
Seraphina ; his Seraphina enchanted by bim, and Don 
C ſar charmed bv the poſſeſſton of them both. I en- 
deavoured to gain the friendſhip of that tender father, 
and ſucceeded: I became ſlewatd of the family, re- 
gulated every thing in it, received money from the 
farmers, diſburſed for the expence of houle Keeping, 
and had a deſpotic power over all the ſervants. But, 
contrary to the uſual practice of ſtewards, I did not 
abuſe my power; I did not turn away thoſe domeſtics 
who diſpleaſed me, nor expected that the reſt ſhould 
be entirely devoted to my will: if they addreſſed 
themſelves directly to Don Cæſar, or his fon, when 
they wanted any fayour, far from thwarting their in- 
tereſt, I always ſpoke in their behalf; beſides, the 
marks of affection which I every moment received 
from my maſters, inſpired me with zeal for their ſer- 
vice; and I had nothing but their intereſt in view, 
There was no legerdemain in my adminiſtration; and 
I was ſuch a ſteward as is not every day to be met 

with, i 
While I enjoyed the happineſs of my condition, 
love, as if he had been jealous of what fortune had 
one for me, had a mind that I ſhould owe {ome fa- 
vours to him alſo; and produced in the heart of dame 
Lorenca Sephora, chief waiting- woman to Seraphina, 
a violent inclination for maſter Steward. My con- 
gueſt (to relate things like a faubful hiſtorian) glanced 
upon her fiftieth year ; but a lively look, an agreeas 
ble countenance, and two fine eyes, which ſhe knew 
how to ule to the belt advantage, might be ſaid to 
make her {till paſs for the object of an intrigue. | 
co 
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could have wiſhed only for a few roſes in her com- 
plexion, for ſhe was extremely pale; a circumſtance 
which I did not fail to attribute to the àuſterity of 
celibace. | N 1 

The lady practiſed upon me à long time, by looks, 
in which her paſſion was painted: but inſtead, of an- 
ſwering her glances, I at firſt ſeemed not to perceive 
her deßgu; by which behaviour, I appeared to her as 
a novice in gallantry ; a difcovery chat ſhe did not 
diſhke. Imagining, therefore, that ſhe onght no 
longer to confine herſelf to the language of the eyes, 
with a young man whom ſhe believed lefs knowing 
than he was; during the very firſt converſation we 
had together, ſhe declared her ſentiments in form, 
that I might not be ignorant of them for the future. 
This ſhe performed like one who had been at ſchool. 
She feigned to be diſconcerted while ſhe ſpoke to me, 
and after having freely expreſſed all that ſhe had to 
ſay, hid her face, to make me believe ſhe was aſham- 
ed of letting me ſee her weakneſs. There was no 
reſiſting; and though I was determined more by va- 
nity than inclination, I ſhewed myſelf very ſenſible 
of her affection: I even affefted to be urgent, and 
atted the paſſionate lover ſo well, that I attralled her 
reproaches, Lorenca reproved me, but with ſo much 
gentleneſs, that while ſhe recommended moderation 
to me, ſhe ſeemed not at all ſorry at my Want of it. 
I ſhouid have puſhed things ſtil] farther, if the belov- 
ed object had not been afraid of giving me a bad opt» 
nion of her virtue, by granting me a victory too 
cheap. We thercfore parted till another occalion 3 
dephora, perſuaded that her falſe reſiſtance made me, 
look upna her as a veſtal, and IJ, elevated with the 
{wcet hype of bringing the adventure ſoon to à con- 
cluſion. | Peeks. | ie: 

My affairs were in this ſituation, when one of Don 
Cziai's lacquies, told me a piece of news which mo- 
derated my jov. This young fellow was one of thoſe 
curious domeſtics, who make it their buſineſs to dif- 
cover 


86 The ADVENTURES of 
cover what paſſes in the family. As he was very af- 


ſiduous in paying his court to me, and regaled me 2 
every day with ſomething new; he came one morn- bag 
ing, and told me, that he had made a pleaſant diſco- lik 
very, which he would communicate to me, on condi- it! 
tion that I ſhould keep it ſecret; becauſe it regarded lik 
dame Lorenca Sephora, whoſe reſentment (he ſaid) he (hs 
was afraid of incurring. I was. too cager to hear 701 
what he had to ſay, not to promiſe ſecrecy ; but with, M 
out ſeeming to be in the leaſt concerned, I aſked him, ed 

with all the indifference 1 could affect, what the diſ- I» 

ery was with which he intended to entertain me? 8 
Lorenca (ſaid he) every evening, privately admits into 2 
her apartment the ſurgeon of the village, a very ſtout 1 
young fellow, and the rogue always remains with her ki 
a conſiderable time. I am willing to believe (added 


he, with a ſatirical {mile) that this behaviour may be 8 
very innocent; but you muſt allow, that à young 
man, who ſlips ſo myſteriouſly into a maid's cham- 
ber, gives a handle to Scandal to be very tree with 
her character.“ | 
Although this report gave me as much pain, as if 

I: had been actually in love, I took care to conceal 
my vexation ; I even conſtrained myſelf ſo much, as 
to laugh at the news that pierced me tc the very ſoul, 
But I indemnified myſelf for that cor ſtraint, as ſoon 
as I ſaw myſelf alone. I curſed, I ſwore, and muſed 
upon the reſolution I ſhould take, Sometimes, def. 
piſing Lorenca, I propdſed to abandon her, without 
even deigning to come to an explanation with the co- 
quette ; and ſometimes, imagining that I was bound 
in honour to baniſh the ſurgeon from the houſe, I 
formed the deſign of challenging him to ſingle com- 
bat. This laſt reſolution prevailed : I lay in ambuſh 
towards the evening, and ſure enough perceived my 
man enter with a myſterious air intothe apartment of 
my duenna. This was neceſſary to ſupport my ** 
I went out of the caſtle, and poſted myſelf on the 
road by which the gallant muſt return: here 1 Wait⸗ 
; _ 
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ed for him without flinching, and every moment the 
deſire of fighting with him increaſed, At length, my 


enemy appeared, and I went forwards ſome yards 
like a Drawcanhr ; but I don't know how the devil 
it happened, I found myſelf all of a ſudden ſeized, 
like one of Homer's heroes, with an emotion of fea 
that arreſted my Reps; and 1 ſtood as much con- 
founded 2s Paris, when he preſented himſelf to fight 
Menelaus. I began to conſider my man, who ſeem- 
ed ſtrong and vigorous ; and his ſword appeared to 
be of an exceſſive length. All this had its effect upon 
me; nevertheleſs, out of a point of honour. or other- 
wiſe, though I {aw the danger with magnifying eyes; 
and in ſpite of nature, which made obſtinate efforts to 
make me deſiſt, I had the boldneſs to advance to- 
wards the ſurgeon, and uuſheath my rapier. N 
Surprized at my action, he cried, ©. What is the 
matter, Mr. Gil Blas? what is the meaning of theſe 
demonſtrations ? You are pleaſed to be merry, I fu 
poſe.“ „ No, Mr. Barber (I replied) you are miſs 
taken; I am in a very ſerious humour, and want to 
know whether or not you are as brave as gallant, 
You muſt not expect that I will let you poſſeſs in 
tranquillity the {4vours of the lady whom you viſit at 
the caſtle,” „ By St. Come * ! (ſaid the ſurgeon, 
2 into a loud laugh) here is a pleaſant adven- 
ture. Egad, appearances are very deceitful,” From 
theſe words imagining that he was as little inclined 
to fight as I, I became more inſolent, and ſaid, 
Friend, that won't paſs; don't think that I will 
be ſatisfied with a ſimple denial.” * 1 ſee then (an- 
ſwered he) that I ſhall be obliged to ſpeak, in order 
to prevent the miſchief which might bappen to you 
or me; and I muſt reveal a ſecret, although people 
of our profeſſion cannot be too diſcreet. - If dame 
Lorenca admits me by ſtealth into her apartment, it is 


. St. Come was a phyſician and martyr; therefore 
not improperly invoked by the ſurgeon, 2 * 
Wit! 
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with a view of concealing her diſtemper from the ſer* 
vants: ſhe has an 1nveterate cancer in her back, Which 
] dreſs every evening. This is the cauſe of the viſas 
which alarm you; ſo that you may henceforth keep 
our heart at eaſe. Though (added he} if you are not 
fariafied with this declaration, but abſolutely bent 
upon coming to points, - ſpeak the word; I am your 
man.“ So ſaying, he drew his long rapier, which 
made me ſhiver ; and put himſelf upon his guard, 
« Enough (ſaid I to him, ſheathing my ſword) I am 
not a brute, to refuſe to hear reaſon : after what you 
have told me, you are no longer me enemy; let us 
embrace.” At this diſcourſe, which ſhewed him 
that I was not ſuch a devil as I at firſt appeared to be, 
he laughed, put up his rapier, gave me his hand; and, 
in ſhort, we parted'the beſt friends in the world, 
From that moment Sephora preſented nothing but 
diſagreeable ideas to my imagination: I-avoided eve- 
ry opportunity ſhe gave me of converſing with her in 
private, and that with ſo much care and affeRtation, 
that ſhe perceived my diſguſt. Aftoniſhed at ſuch a 


change, ſhe reſolved to know the cauſe ; and at length, 


fading an occaſion. to ſpeak with me apart, Mr. 
teward (ſaid ſhe) pray tell me, why you avoid the 
hght of me. *Tis true, I made ſome advances, but 
you made. ſuitable returns. Recollect, if you pleaſe, 
the private converſation we had together ; you was 
then all fire, but now you are all ice. What is the 


meaning of all this?” This was a very, delicate: 


queſtion for a plain man; conſequently, it embarraſſ- 
ed we not a little. I don't remember the anſwer 
which I made; but diſpleaſed very much, and. that 
was enough. Sephora, though by her ſweet model} 
air, one would have taken her for a lamb, was a very 


tygreſs when her wrath prevailed. © I thought (ſaid 


e, dartiug at me a a look full of ſpite and rage) that 
I did a great deal of honour to a little fellow like you, 
in diſcovering to him thoſe ſentiments which noble 
Cavaliers would have gloricd in exciting; but I am 
0 „ 3 _ Jullly 
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juſtly puniſhed for having unworthily abaſed them to 


a wretched adventurer.” Had ſhe ſtopt here, 1 
ſhould have thought myſelf cheaply quit. Her tongue, 
obedient to her fury, honoured me with an hundred 
epithets, every one more bitter than another, I 
ought to have heard them in cold blood, and refle d- 
ed, that in diſdaining the triumph of her virtue, 
which I had attempted, I committed a crime that no 
woman can forgive. But 1 was too paſſionate to bear 
reproaches, at which, a ſenſible man, in my place, 
would have laughed: and my patience forſaking me, 
„% Madam (ſaid I) we ought not to deſpiſe any body: 
if thoſe noble cavaliers, of whom you ſpeak, had 
ſcen your back, I am ſure their curioſity would have 
proceeded no farther.” I had no ſooner uttered this 
repartee, than the furious duenna gave me the rudeſt 
box on theear that ever an affronted woman beſtowed; 
I did not wait for a ſecond ;. but, by a ſpeedy flight, 
avoided a ſhower of blows, that would certainly have 
fallen upon my carcaſe. 

I thanked heaven when I found myſelf extricated 
out of this troubleſome affair ; and imagined I had no» 
thing more to ſear, ſince the lady had revenged her- 
ſelf. I thought that, for her own honour, ſhe would 
never mention the adventure: and indeed fifteen days 
clapſed before I heard any thing of the matter. I my- 
ſelf began to forget it, when I underſtood that Sephora 
was 11} : IJ was humane enough to be afflited at the 
news; I pitied the lady, and bclieving that, not be- 
ing able to overcome a paſſion fo ill requited, ſhe had 
fallen a victim to her unhappy love: I reflected with 
ſorrow, that I was the cauſe of her indiſpoſition, and 
at leaſt lamented the duenna, if I could not love her. 
How much was I miſtaken in my opinion! her ten- 
derneſs changed into hate, and at that time, her whole 
lindy was to do me” miſchief. 1 

One morning, being alone with Don Alphonſa, 
and obſerving that young gentleman penſive and ſad, 
] begged, in a reſpectſul manner, to know the-eanſe, 
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« I am chagtined, ſaid he, to find Seraphina weak; 
ungrateful, and unjuſt. You are aſtoniſhed at this in- 
formation, added he, perceiving that I liſtened” with 
ſurprize, and yet nothing is more true. 1 don't know 
what cauſe you may have given dame Lorenca to hate 
you; but you are aſſuredly become ſo odious to her, 
that if you don't leave the caſtle with the utmoſt dif. 
patch, her death, ſhe ſays, will be inevitable. You 
ought not to doubt that Seraphina, Who has a regard 
for you, at firſt revolted againſt a hate which ſhe could 
not gratify, without injuſtice and ingratitude. But, 
in ſhort, ſhe is a woman: ſhe has a tender affection 
for Sephora, who brought her up; and that gover- 
nante is a ſort of a mother to her, whole death ſhe 
would reproach herſelf with, if ſhe was not weak 
enough to ſatisfy this her deſire. As for my part, 
not withſtanding the love that attaches me to Seraphina, 
I ſhall never have the baſe complaiſance to adhere to 
her ſentiments on this ſubject. Periſh all the duennas 
in Spain, before I conſent to the removal of a young 
man whom I conſider more as a brother. than a do- 
meſtic | 
Alphonſo having ſpoke thus, I ſaid to him, “ Sig- 
nior, I am born to be the ſport of fortune: I thought 
ſhe would have ceaſed to perſecute me in your houſe, 


where every thing flattered me with quiet and happy 


days: but how agreeable ſoever my ſituation may be, 
I hand I miſt give it up,” „ Not at all! cried. the 
generous fon of Don Ceſar, leave me to make Sera» 
phina bear reaſon: it ſhall never be ſaid, that you 
have been ſacrificed to the caprice of a duenna, to 
whom too much conlideration has been paid in other 
reſpects.“ 5 
Sir, ſaid I, you will only provoke Seraphina, in 
refilling her will, I had much rather retire, than by 
a longer ſtay in this place, run the riſk of breeding 
any diviſion between ſuch a happy pair: that would 
be a misfortue for which I ſhould never be conſoled.“ 
Don Alphonſo forbad me to take any ſuch reſolu- 

| tion; 
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tion; and I ſaw him ſo fixed in the deſign of ſupport- 
ing me, that Lorenca would undoubtedly have met 
with a zebuff, if I had been minded to oppoſe: her, 
At certain times, being piqued, I was tempted to ex- 
poſe her: but when I came to conſider, that in re- 
vealing her ſhame, I ſhould ſtab the heart of a poor. 
creature whoſe indiſpoſition I was the occaſion of; 
and that two.incurable diſtempers viſibly conducted 
her to the. grave, my reſentment was changed into 
com paſſion; and I concluded, that ſince I was ſuch a 
dangerous mortal, I ought in conſcience to re- eſta- 
bliſh, by my retreat, the tranquillity of the caſtle. 
This reſolution I executed the very next morning be- 
fore day, without bidding adieu to my two maſters, 
leſt, through friendſhip for me, they ſhould oppoſe 
my departure, I contented myſelf with leaving in 
my chamber a writing, wherein was contained an ex- 
act account of my adminiſtration, 


CHA F.:1% 


The fate of Gil Blas, after he quitted the caſtle Leyva, 


and the happy conſequence that attended the bad ſucceſs 
of ſus amours, * : 


J Was. mounted on a good horſe of my own, with 
two hundred piſtoles in my portmanteau, the beſt 
part of which I had got by the banditti whom we 
flew, and the ſhare of the three thouſand ducats which 
bad been ſtalen from Samuel Simon; for Don Al- 
phonſo, without making me reſtore what I had fin- 
gered, had made reſtitution of the whole ſum out of 
his own pocket, Wherefore, conſidering my effects 
as wealth become lawful, I enjoyed it without ſeru- 
ple. I was in poſſeſſion of a fund, therefore, which 
did not allow me to be much concerned for the fu- 
ture, over and above the confidence which one of my 
age always has in his own merit: beſides, Toledo 
preſented an agreeable aſylum : for I did not at all 
doubt that the Count de Polan would be pleaſed with 
| «an 
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an opportunity of obliging one of his deliverers wit 
a kind reception, and an apartment in his houſe. But 
this nobleman 1 looked upon as my laſt reſource, and 
reſolved, before I ſhould apply to him, to ſpend part 
of my money in travelling through the kingdoms of 
Murcia and Grenada, which I longed particularly to 
fee. With this deſign, I ſet out for Almanſa, whence 
continuing my journey, I went from city to city, as 
far as Grenada“, without meeting with any bad acci- 
dent. Fortune, ſatisfied with having played me fo 
many tricks, ſecmed willing at length to leave me in 
quiet: but for all that, ſhe was then hatching a great 
many more, as will be ſeen in the ſequel. One of 
the fiiſt perſons I met in the ſtreets of Grenada, was 
Signior Non Fernand de Leyva, who was, as well as 
Don Alphonſo, ſon-in-law to the Count de Polan, 
We were equally ſurprized at ſeeing one another in 
that place. Gil Blas, cried he, how come you ta 
be in this city? What buſineſs brings you hither ?” 
% Signior, ſaid I, if you are aſtoniſhed to ſee me in 
this country, you will be much more ſo, when you 
hear the cauſe of my quitting the ſervice of Signiot 
Don Cæſar and his ſon.” Then I recounted all that 
had paſſed between Sephora and me, without the lealt 
diſguiſe. He laughed heartily at the adventure; then 
growing ſerious again, Friend, ſaid he, 'I offer you 
my mediation in this affair, and will Write to my 
filter-in law.“ By no means, Signior, ſaid I, inter- 
rupting him, pray don't write; for I did not leave the 
caſtle of Leyva with any intention to return. Make, 
if you pleaſe, another uſe of the regard you have for 
me; and if any one of your friends has occaſion for a 
ſecretary or fteward, I beg you will ſpeak to him in 
my favour, I dare aſſure you, that you ſhall have 4 
cauſe 


* Grenada, the capital of the kingdom that bear 
the fame name, is the largeſt and moſt pleefant city 
in Spain, built on the banks of the river Darro ; the 
feat of a famous univerbity, and fee of an archbiſhop. 
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cauſe to repent of your recommendation.” „ With 
all my heart, he replied; I will do what you deſire. 


J am come to Grenada to viſit an old aunt, who is 


fick ; and I ſhall ſtay here three weeks longer; at the 
end of Which, 4 {hall ſet out on my return to my 
caſtle of Lorqui, where I have left Julia. I lodge 
here, added he, ſhewing me a houſe about an hun- 
dred yards from us, come and call for me ſome hoyrs 
hence; by which time, perhaps, I ſhall have diſcov- 
cred ſome funable poſt for you.“ | 
And indeed, at our very next meeting, he ſaid; 
« The archbiſhop of Grenada, my kinſman and 
friend, wants a young man of letters, poſſeſſed of a 
good hand, to make fair copies of his writings; for he 
is a great author, has compoſed a vaſt number of ho- 
milies, and ſtudies more every day, Which he pro- 
nounces with applauſe; As I believe you are ſuch an 
one as he wants, I propoſed you to him, and he has 
promiſed to take you into his ſervice, Go, and pre- 
ſent yourſelf to him, in my name; and you may 
judge, by the reception which you ſhall receive, whe» 
ther or not I have ſpoke in your behalf.“ #54 
This was uſt ſuch a place as I defired : wherefore, 
having dreſſed to the beſt advantage, in ordet to appear 
before that prelate, I repaired one morning to the 
archbiſhop's palace, Here, was I to imitate the aus 
thors of romance, I ſhould give a pompous deferips 
tion of this epiſcopal palace of Grenada; I would 
enlarge upon the firuGtare of the buildlag, extol the 
richneſs of the furniture, deſcribe the {tatues and pie- 
tures, and not ſpare the reader the leaſt tittle of the 
ſtories they repreſented ; but I ſhajl content - myſelf 
with obſerving, that it equalled the royal palace in 
magaificence. + 
found in the apartments a croud of eceleſiaſticks, 
and gemlemen of the {word, the greateſt part whereof 
were the officers. of his grace : his almoners, his gen» 
tlemen, kis uſhers, and valet de chambre. The laity 
were, almoſt all, fo ſuperbly dreſſed, that one * 
ave 
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have taken them for noblemen rather than domeſtics; 
by their haughty looks, and affeQation of being men 
„een While I beheld them, I could not 
help laughing, and ridiculing them within myſelf, 
% Egad, ſaid I, theſe row! are very happy in bear! 
ing the yoke of ſervitude without feeling it; for, 
in ſhort, if they felt it, I imagine that their Fatinviow 
would be leſs aſſuming.” Addreſſing myſelf to'a 
grave jolly perſonage, that ſtood at the door of the 
archbiſhop's cloſet, in order to open and ſhut it when 
there was occaſion; I aſked civilly; if I could no 
ſpeak with his grace. Wait, ſaid he drily, till his 
grace comes out to go to maſs, and he will give you 
a moment's audience in paſling. I armed myſelf with 
patience, and endeavoured to enter into converſation 
with ſome of the officers; but they began to examine 
me from head to foot, without deigning to ſpeak one 
ſyllable; and then looking at one another, ſmiling 
with diſdain at the liberty which I had taken, t6 
mingle in their diſcourſe, 1 was, I own, quite dif- 
concerted at ſeeing myſelf treated in this manner by 
valets; and had ſcarce recollected myſelf from the 
confuſion in which I was, when the cloſet-door open- 
ed, and the archbiſhop appeared. | 
Immediately a profound filence prevailed among 
his officers, who all of a ſudden, laid aſide their in- 
ſolent carriage, and aſſumed a reſpe&ful look in pre 
ſence of their maſter, This prelate was in his fixty- 
ninth yea, pretty much of the make of my uncle the 
canon Gil Perez; that is, plump and ſhort: he was 
very much bandy-legged into the bargain, and io 
bald, that he boats a ſmall tuft of hair remaining 
on the back part of his head; for which reaſon, he 
was obliged to cover his head in a fine woolen cap 
with long ears. In ſpite of all that, I obſerved 
in him the air of a man of quality; doubtleſs, be- 
cauſe I knew him to be one. We common people 
look upon all your great noblemen with a pre 
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ſeſſion that often gives them an air of greatneſs which 
nature has refuſed. 5 

The archbiſhop immediately advancing towards 
me, aſked what I wanted, with a voice full of ſweet- 
neſs: and I told him, that I was the young man of 
whom Don Fernand de Leyva had ſpoke to him. He 
gave me no time to proceed; but cried, * Oh! you 


are the perſon then of whom he ſpoke fo handſomely. 


I retain you in my ſervice ; you are a valuable acqui- 
ſition. You may ſtay where you are.“ So ſaying, he 
went out, ſupported by two uſhers, after having heard 
ſome clergymen, who had ſomething to communi- 
cate, Scarce was he out of the room, when the ſame 
officers who diſdained my converſation, now courted 
it They ſurrounded me, and with the utmoſt com- 
plaiſance expreſſed their joy at ſeeing me become a 
commenſal officer of the palace. Having heard what 
their maſter ſaid to me, they had a longing deſire to 
know on what footing I was retained; but I was ſo 
malicious as to baulk their curioſity, in revenge for 
their contempt. 

His grace returning in a little time, made me follow 
him into his cloſet, that he might talk with me in pri- 
vate. I concluded, that his deſign in ſo doing was to 


try my underitanding ; and, accordingly, kept myſelf. 


on my guard, and was reſolved to weigh every word 
before I ſkould ſpeak it. He firſt of all examined me 
on what is called humanity; and I did not anſwer 
amiſs ; he, had occaſion to ſee, that I was pretty well 
acquainted with the Greek and Latin authors. He 
then put me upon logic, where I cxpeRed him, and 
found me quite maſter of that ſubject. * Your edu- 
cation, ſaid he to me with ſome ſurprize, has noi been 
negiected: let us now ſee your hand-Miting.“ I 
thereupon took out of my pocket a ſheet, which I 
had brought for the purpoſe; and the prelate ſeemed 
very well pleaſed with my performance. “I am fa. 
tished with your hand, he cried, and ſtill more with 
your, underſtanding, 1 ſhall thank my nephew Don 

| Fernand 
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ſpett for him, he was charmed with my 
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Fernand for having given me ſuch an able young mum 
whom I look upon as a real preſent,” 


Being interrupted by the arrival of ſome noblemen 


of Grenada, who came to dine with the archbiſhop, I 


left them together, and withdrew among the officers, 
who were quite profuſe in their complaiſance to me. 
J went to dinner with them at the uſual time; and if 
they obſerved me at table, I did not fail to examine 
them alſo. What ſagacity there is in the exteriors of 
churchmen! To me they appeared all ſaints; ſo much 
was my mind over-awed by the place where I was; 
and I did not ſo much as ſuſpect, that there could be 
any falſe money in the caſe; as if no ſuch thing was 
ever ſeen among the princes of the church, 

Being ſeated by an old valet de chambre, whoſe 
name was Melchior de la Ronda, he took great care 
to help me to the choice bits; and this attention 
which he expreficd for me, inſpiring me with a re-. 
polite behas 
viour. ** Signior cavalier, ſaid he ſoftly to me, after 
dinner, I want to have ſome private converſation with 
you.” At the ſame time he carried me to a part of 
the palace, where nobody could overhear us; and 
there talked to me in this manner: Son, from the 
very firſt moment in which 1 ſaw you, I felt an incli - 
nation for you: of this I'll give you certain proof: by 
imparting ſomething which may be of great ad vantage 
to you. You are here in a family, where true and 
falſe devotees live pell-mell; fo that it will be an in- 
finite time before you can, of yourſelf, be acquainted 
with the ground. But Iwill ſpare you ſuch a tedzous 


and dilagreeable ſtudy, by diſcovering the charatten 


of both; after which, you may the more eaſily con- 
duct yourſelf. 

I will begin (added he) with his grace, who 182 
very pious prelate, inceſſantly employed in edifymg 
and reforming his people, by ſermons of his own 
com poſition, full of excellent morals. He quiued 
the court about twenty years 2g0, in order 3 
| I Imle 
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imſelf entirely to his zeal for his flock, He is a 


learned man and a great orator, whoſe ſole pleaſure | 


conſiſts in preaching, and his hearers art taviſted with 


admiration. © Perhaps there is a little vanity in the 


caſe : but beſides that it does not belong to man to 
penetrate the heart it would be ungrateful id me WG 


inquire into the faults of a perſon whoſe bread. 1 eat. 


If I was permitted to diſapprove of any thing in my 
maſter, I wouid þlame his ſeverity. Inſtead of mak» 
ing an allowance for eccleſiaſtical foibles, he puniſhes 
them with too much rigour: in particular, he perſe- 
eutes, without mercy, thoſe ho, relying on their in- 


nocence, attempt to juſtify themſelves in a legal man- 


rer, in contempt of his authority. I obferve another 
fault which is common to him with a great many 
people of quality: although he loves his domeſtics; 
he makes no conſiderations tor their ſetvices; but lets 
them grow- old, without, ever thinking of procuring 
for them {ome {mall ſettlement. If he gives them-grati- 
ications ſometimes, they owe them ſolely to the good- 
neſs of ſomebody who haveſpoken in their behalf: for 
it would never come into his head to provide for them 
otherwiſe.” ba 

This is what the old valet de chambre told me of 
bis maſter; and he afterwards. communicated his 
thoughts of the clergymen with whom we had dined ; 
pictures Which but ill agreed with their external'des 
portment, Indeed he did not repreſent them as dis 
doneſt men, but only as bad prieſts; excepting ſome, 
however, 'whoſe virtue he very much extolled. I was 


no longer at'a loſs how to regulate my features among 


hoſe gentlemen : that very evening at ſupper, 1, 
ike them aſſumed a fage aſpe& ; a taſk that coſts no- 
thing : ſo that we mult not wonder that there are { 
nany hypocrites in the world, 
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ſhocked you in writing it over? Some neglect, per- 
haps in the ſtyle, or improper term ? O, ſi (anſwer- 
ed I, with an air of modelly) Iam not learned envugh 
to make critical obſervations ; and if I was, Ia per- 
ſuaded that the works of your grace would eſape my 
cenſure.” The prelate ſmiled at my reply, and though 
he ſaid nothing, diſcovered through all his piety that 
he was a downright author. n e 
By this kind of flattery, I entirely gained his good 
graces, became more and more drar to him every 
day; and at length underſtoed from Don Fernand, 
who viſited him very olten, that I was ſo much be- 
loved, I might. look upon my fortune as already made. 


This my maſter himſelf confirmed to me, a little time 


after, on the following occaſion. One evening he be- 
peated in his clofet, when I was prefent, with great 
enthuſiaſm, an homily which he intended to pro- 
nounce the next day in the cathedral; and not fat 

Sed with aſking my opinion of it in general, obliged 
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me to fingle out the particular paſſages which I mot 
admired. I had the good luck to mention thoſe that 
he himſelf looked upon to be the belt, his own favous 
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rite morceaus: by which means I paſſed, in his judg- 


ment, for a man who hed'a delicate knowledge of the” 
true beauties of a work, This is (cried be) what is- 
called  baving” tate and ſentiment! Well, friend, Þ 
affure thee thou haſt not got Bœotian cars Ip @ 


word, he was ſo well ſatisfied with me, that be pro- 


nounced with ſome vivacity, Gal Blas henecforth 
give thyſelf ne uneaſimeſs about thy fortune: I under- 
take to make it extremely "agreeable :- I love thee;. 


end as a-proof of my affection, make thee my c 


fid ant.“ 

I no ſooner heard theſt words; than I fell at bie 
grace's feet, quite penetrated' with gratitude; I bes- 
tily embraced his bandy legs; and looked upon my» 


Telf as a man on the high wey to wealth andopulcnee. 


% Ves, my child (reſumed the archbiſhop, whole 
difcourſe had been interrupted» by my proſtration) 
thou ſhalt be the repoſitory of my molt ſecret 
thoughts. Liſten with attention to What L am going: 
to lay : my chief pleaſure conkRs in preaching; the: 
Lord gives a blefling to my homilies: they touch the 
hearts of ſinners, make them ſeriouſiy reſlect on their 
conduct, and have recourſe to repentance. I have 
ſometimes the ſatis faction to lee a miler, terrified by 
the images which I repreſent to his avarice, open hie 
treaſures; and fquander them with a-prodigal hands 
I have alfo tore, as it were, the epicurean: from his 
Pleaſures, filled her mitages with the ſons of ambitien, 
and confirmed in het duty the wife who: has been 
ſhaken by the allurements of a ſedycing lover. Theſe 
converhons, which are frequent, ought of themſelves: 
to excite my ſtudy: nevertheleſs, I will confela my. 
weakneſs; L propoſe to myſelf another reward, à de- 


ward which the delicacy of my virtue reproaches m 


with in vain? I mean the eſteem that the world ſnewe 


for fine . Fug bouour of r 
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ed a perfect orator has charmed my imagination >: 
my performances are thought equally ſtrong and de- 
dicate ; but I would of all things, avoid the fault of 
od anthors, who write too long, and retire without 
orſeiting the leaſt tittle of my reputation. Where- 
fore, my dear Gil Blas, (continued the prelate) one 
thing that I exact of thy zeal is, whenever thou ſhalt: 
perceive my pen {mack of old age, and my genius 
flag, Non't fail to advertife me of it; for I don't truſt 
to my o judgment, Which may be ſeduced by ſelf. 
love. That obſervation muſt proceed from a dilinters; 
eſted underſtanding, and T make choice of thine, 
which I know is good; reſolved to fland to thy de- 
cifion.” „Thank heaven, Sir, (ſaid I) that period is. 
far off: beſides, a genius like that of your grace will 
preſerve its vigour much better than any other; or, 
to {peak more juſtly, will be always the ſame, I look 
upon you as another cardinal Ximenes, whoſe ſupe- 
rior genius, inſtead of being weakened by age, ſcem- 
ed to receive new {trength from it? „ No flattery, 
friend, (faid he, interrupting me) I know I am liable 
to ſink all at once: people at my age begin to feel in- 
| firmities, and the infirmities of the body often affedt 
the underſtanding. I repeat it to thee again, Gil 
= Blas, as ſoon as thou ſhalt judge mine in the leaſt im- 
paired, be ſure to give me notice; and be not afraid of 
ſpeaking freely and ſincerely, tor I ſhall receive thy: 
advice as a mark of thy affection. Beſides, thy inter- 
eſt is concerned; if unhappily for thee, it ſhould 
come to my ears, that the public ſays my diſcourſes. 
have no longer their wonted force, and that it is high 
time for me to repofe mylelf; I frankly declare, that 
{ thou ſhalt loſe my friedſhip, as well as the fortune I 
have promiſed. Such will be the fruit of thy fooliſh 
reſerve.” - | 28 | 
Here my patron left off ſpeaking, in order to hear 
my reply; which was, a promiſe to behave accord- 
ing to his deſire. From that moment he concealed no- 
ching from me, I became his favourite: an _ 
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which none of his domeſtics, except Melchior de la 
Ronda, could perceive without envy. It was a di- 
verting ſcene to behold the manner in which the gen- 


tlemen and ſquires then lived with the confidant of his 


grace: they were not aſhamed to- be guilty of grovel- 
ling meanneſſes, in order to captivate my good will. 
I could ſcrace believe they were Spaniards ; tho I 


did them good offices, Without being the dupe of their 
ſelfiſn complaiſance. His grace the archbiſhop, at my 
requeſt, exerted himſelf in their favour; to one, 
procured @: company, and put him in a condition 0 
make a figure in the army. Another he ſent to Mexi - 
co. to take ꝓoſſeſſion of a conſiderable poſt which he 
had obtained for him; and my friend Melchior, thro? 
my means, enjoyed a handſome gratification: This 
condeſcenſion convinced me, that though the prelate 
did not anticipate people's deſu es, he rarely refuſed 
any favoyr that was aſked. "$7 rh H 
But what I did for a certain pricſt, deſerves, in my 
opinion, to be told: one day a hcenciate, whoſe 
name was Lewis Garcia, a young man of'a very good: 
appearance, was preſented to me by our ſteward; 
who ſaid, „“ Signior Gil Blas, this honeſt clergyman; 
is one of my beit friends; he was chaplain of à nus- 
nery ;, and his virtue has not eſcaped feandal : ſome 
people. have done him illoffiees with his grace, WHO 
has ſuſpended him, and is unhappily o much preju- 
diced againſt him, that he will liſten to no ſolicit» 
tion in his behalf. We have employed, to no puts 
poſe, all the perſons of rank in Grenada, to beg that 
he may be re eſtabl:ſned ; but gur maſter is quite in- 
flexible.“ WY ESTI 
„ Gcatlemen, (ſaid I) you have gone the wrong 
way to work; it would have been better for Mr, I- 
centiate if no ſolicitation had been made: ſor in 


their endeavours to ſerve him, they have done him 


a manifeſt injury. I am well acquainted wich 
his grace; intreaties and recommendations ſerve 


only to aggravate, ip his opinion, the fault of an gc- 
2 | E | 
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Elebaſtic. n was but other day I heard him-fay to 


him ſelf, „ITbe more people a prieft, who hes been 
fy of irregalarity, engages to ſpesk to nme in bis 
bebaH, the ore is the feandal augmented, and the 
more ſeverity do exercife.” That uw unfortunate tre- 


| - -plied the ſteward) and my friend would be very much 
embarraſſed, if he was nat bleſſed with à good hand: 


ER. for him, he writes to admiration-: and, by 
the heip of that talent, keeps himfelf out of diſſicul- 


ties.“ I was curious 10, ſee if this Writing, fo much 


extolled, was much better than, my on: and the li- 


.£entiate, who had a ſpecimen in his pocket, ſhe well 


me a page that I adrmred. very much; for it looked 
Me a writing-maſteris copy. While I confiderod 
this beautiful performance, a thought. coming into 
my head, I deſired Garcias te leave vie paper, telling 
him that IL migbt poſſibly make; ſome uſe of it, that 


.- would turn out to his advemage; that I could not 


e plain myfelf at that time, but would next day tell 
him more of the mater. The licentiate, to whom, 
in all probability, the Reward hed. made an culogium 
of my genius, withdrew as much ſatisfied, as if be 
had been already reinſtated in his office. I was 
truly deſirous that he might be ſo; and chat fame day 
Jaboured for him in the following menuer: being 


alone with the archbiſhop, 1 ſhewed him the writ- 
ing of Gaicias, with which my patron ſeemed quite 


charmed: then, laying hold of the opportunity, 


„ Sir, (faid I to him) ſince you won't cauſe your ho- 


mi lies to be printed, I with they were at leaſt written 


tan this hand,” I am fatisfied with thine (anſwered 


the prelate) but I own I ſhould not be ſorry to have 
'a copy of my works in that hand.” © Your grace ( 
;rephed) has nothing to do but ſpeak : the man who 
paints ſo well is a licentiate of my acquaintance, who 
will be raviſhed to do that ſervice for you; the more, 


. becauſe by thefe means he may intereſt your goodneſs, 


an extricating him from the melancholy ſituation in 
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The prelate did not fail to aſk the name of the li- 


tentiate: upon which I ſaid, “ He is called Lewis 
Garcias, and is in deſpair on account of having incur- 
red your diſpleaſure. That Garciss (ſaid he, in- 
terrupting me) was, if I am not miſtaken, chapain to 
a convent of. nnns, and hes under the cenſure of the 
church: 1 remember ſome informations that I; re- 
ceived againſt him: his morals are but indifferent.“ 
Sir, (ſaid I, interrupting him in my turn) I will 
not undertake to juſtify him; but I know he has ene - 
mies; and pretends, that the authors of theſe informa. 
tions which-you have ſeen, were more bent upon do- 
ing him ill offices, than on telling the truth.“ That 
may be, (replied the archbiſhop) there are abundance 
of very dangerous diſpoſitions in this world. Behdes, 
granting that his conduct has not always been irre- 
proachable, he may have repented of his miſbehavi- 
gur; and in ſhort, there is mercy for every ttanſ- 
greilion. Bring the licenuate hither, I take off bis 
luſpenſon.”” 

Thus it is, that the moſt ſevere men abate of their 
ſeverity, when more dear ſelf-intereſt is concerned. 
The. arch. biſnop granted, without difficulty, to the 
vain pleaſure of having his works well writ, that 
which he had refuſed to the moſt powerful ſolicita- 
tions. I carried the news immediately to the ſteward, 
Who imparted them to his friend Garcias, who the 
very next day, coming to make an acknowledgment 
of thanks ſuitable to the favour obtained, I preſented 
him to my maſter, who contented himſelf with re- 
primanding him flightly, and gave him the homilics 
to tranſcribe. Garcias acquitted himſelf ſo well, that 
he was re-eſtabliſhed in his miniſtry, and even ob- 
tained the living of Gabia, a la ge market-town in 
the veighboured'of Grenada. | 
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The archbiſhop is ſeized with a fit of the apople y. The 


dilemma in which Gil Blas, found. himſelf, and the ma- 
tod he took to be extricated. © _ 4:01.46: 4 ie 
_— I thus beſtowed my ſerviees on differ- 

| ; ent people, Don Fernand being about to 

leave Grenada, I viſited that nobleman before his de- 

parture, in order to thank him anew, for the excel - 


lent poſt which he had procured for me. I appear- 


ed to him ſo well ſatisfied With my condition, that he 


laid; “ My dear Gil Blas, I am raviſhed to find thee: 
ſo well pleated with my uncle the archbiſhop.” © I 


am chaimed with him, (I replied) and ſhall never be 
able to ſhew myſelf grateſulenough for his generoſity 
to me. Nothing leſs could have conſoled me for the 
loſs of Don Cæſar and his ſon.” „I am perſuaded 
(anſwered he) that they are both extremely mortified 
at your abſence; but, perhaps, you are not ſepara- 
ted for ever; fortune may one day bring you together 
again.“ Melted by theſe words, I ſighed, and found 
at that inſtant my love for Don Alphonſo ſo great, 
that I would -wlilingly have abandoned the archbi- 
ſhop, with all the agreeable hopes he had given me, 
to return to the caſtle: of Leyva, if the obſtacle that 
bauiſned me from it had been removed. Don Fer- 
nand perceived the emotions of my ſoul, which plea- 
fed him ſo much, that he embraced me wich affection, 
and aſſured me that his whole family would always 
bear a part in my deſtiny. 3 5:4 <1 S040 
: Two months after this gentleman's departure, in 
the very zenith of my favour, we had a hot alarm in 
the epiſcopal palace: the archbiſhop was ſeized with 
a fit of the apoplexy; he was, however, ſuccoured 
| immediately, and ſuch, ſalutary medicines admini- 
{tred, that in a few days his health was 16-elta« 
bliſhed : but his underſtanding had received a rude 
SU ſhock, which I plainly perceived in the very next 
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1 


” 


W ciſcourſe which he compoſed, I did not, howevery : 
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Lod the difference between this and the reſt To. ſenſi- 
ble as to make me conclude that the orator began to 
flag; and waited for another homily to fix my reſo- 
lation. This indeed was quite deciſive; ſometimes 
the good old prelate repeated the ſame thing over 
and over; ſometimes roſe too high, or ſunk too low 2 
it was a Vague diſcourſe, the theroric of an ald pro- 
te{for, a meer capucinade . | 

1 was not the only perſon who tegk notice of this: 
the greateſt part of the audience when he pranounced 
it, as if they had been alſo hired to examine it, ſaid 
foltly to one another, © This ſermon ſmells ſtrong: 
of the apoplexy.” Came, maſter homily-cntic, 
{ſaid I then to myſcl) prepare to do your office: you 
lee that his grace begins to fail: it is your duty to 
give him natice of it, not only as the depoſitory of his 
thoughts, but lkewiſe, let ſome one of bis friends 
ſhould be free enough with him to prevent you: in 
that cale you know what would happen ; your name 
would be eraſed from his laſt will, in which there is 
doubtleſs, a better legacy provided for you, than the 
library of the licentiste Sedillo. 

Alter thete reflections, I made others of a quite 
contrary Nature, To give the notice in queſtion, 
feemed a delicate point I imagined that it might 
be ill received by an author like him, conceited af. 
bis own works; but rejecting this ſuggeſtion, I re- 
preſented to myſelf, that he could not poſſibly take 
u amiſs, after having exacted it of me in fo preſſing 
a mauner. Add to this, that I depended upon my 
being able to mention it with addreſs, and make 
him {wallow the pill without reluctance. In a word, 
finding that I ran a greater riſque in keeping ſilence, 
than in breaking it, I determined to ſpeak. 

The only thing that.embarrafſed me now, was haw 


* Capncinade. A ſarcaſm on the ſermons of the 
capuchins, which are not remarkable for coriectnels 
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106 The ADVENTURES of 
to break the ice. Luckily, the orator himſelf extri- 
cated me from that difficulty, by aſking what people 
faid of him, and if they were ſatisfied with his laſt 
diſcourſe, I anſwered, that his homilies were always 
admired, but, in my opinion, the laſt had not ſuc- 
ceeded fo well as the reſt, in affecting the audience, 
How, friend! (replied he, with aſtoaiſhment) has 
it met with any Ariſtarchns * ??” „ No, Sir (ſaid J) 
by no means: ſuch works as yours are not to be cri- 
ticiſed: every body is charmed with them. Nevers 
theleſs, ſince you have laid your injunctions upon me, 
to be free end ſincere, I will take the liberty to tell 
you, that your laſt diſcourſe in my judgment, has not 
altogether the energy of your other performances, 
Are not you of the ſame opinion?“ : 
My maſter grew: pale at theſe words; and ſaid 
with a forced {mile, „ So then, Mr, Gil Blas, this 
piece is not to your talte ??? “ 1 don'c ſay ſo, Sir, 
cried J, quite diſconcerted, I think it excellent, al- 
though a little inferior to your other works,” 1 
underſtand you (he replied) you think I flag, don't 
you? Come, be plain: you believe it is time for me 
to think of retiring.” „I thould not have been fo 
hold (ſaid I) as to ſpeak fo freely, if your grace had 
not commanded me: I do no more there{ore, than 
obey you; and I moſt humbly beg that you will not 
be offcnded at my freedom.” „God forbid (cried 
he with precipitation) God forbid that I ſhould find 
fault with it. In ſo doing, I ſhould be very unjuſt ; 
J don't at all take it ill that you ſpeak your feel 


ment; it is your ſentiment only that I find bad. I 


have been moſt egregiouſly deccived in your narrow 
underſtanding.” 

Though I was diſconcerted, I endeavoured to find 
ſome mitigation, in order to ſet things to rights 
again: but how is it poſſible to appeaſe an incenſed 


* Ariſtarchus, a great critic in the time of Ptolemy 
Plliladelphus. | * 


1 another, 
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; zuthor, one eſpecially who had been accuſtomed to 
; hear himſelf praiſed ? “ Say no more, my child, 
N ſaid he: you are yet too raw to make proper diſtjhe- 
F tions, Know, that I never compoſed a better ho- 
1 mily than that which you diſapprove : for my genius 
(thank heaven) hath, as yet, loſt nothing of its vigour, 
j Henceforth I will make a better choice of a conhdant,,, 
) and keep one of greater ability than you. Go (added 
he, puſhing me by the ſhoulders out of his cloſet) 
go tell my treaſurer to give you an hundred ducats, 
and may heaven conduct you with that fum. Adieu, 


1 Mr, Gil Blas; I wiſh you all manner of proſperity, 
it with a little more taſte,” 
N CHAP. v. 
d The flep that Gil Blas took after the archbiſhop had dif 
is miſſed him. His accidental meeting with the licentiate 
ry , who had been ſo much obliged to him, with the gratitude 
1. of that preeft. ' 
. I WENT out of the cloſet, curſing the caprice, or 
* rather weakneſs of the archbiſhop, and more en- 
0 raged againft him than afflicted at the loſs of his fa- 
** vour, J even doubted {ome time, if I ſhould go 
* and touch my hundred ducats; but, after mature de- 
ot liberation, I was not fool enough to refuſe them. 1 
4 conſidered that this money would not depriye me 
4 of the right of ridiculing the prelate; in Wehe 
5 was reſolved not to be wanting, as often as his h. | 
tie if {wit ſhould be brought upon the carpet in my pre- 
(ce. 
* went, therefore, and demanded the hundred du- 
| cas of the treaſurer, without mentioning a ſingle word 
ad of What had happened between his maſter and me; 
4 and went afterwards in queſt of Melchior de la Ron- 
ed da, to bid him an eternal adieu. He loved me too 
much, to be inſenſible of my misfortune, which 


ny while I recounted, I perceived that grief was printed 
on his countenance, In ſpite of all the reſpeG he o 
6 cd 
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ed the archbiſhop, he could not help blaming his b& 
Þhavidur, But as I fwore in my rage, that the prelath 
ſhould pay for it, and that J would make che whole 
town merry at his expence, the ſage Melchior ſaid to 
me, Believe me, my dear Gil Blas, you had bettet 
fupprels your reſentment. People of an inferior 
rank ought always to-refpeCt perſons of quality, what- 
ever cauſe they may have given them to complain, 
Fhei.s ave, I own, ſome very mean noblemen, ' who 
fearce deſerve the leaſt conſideration; but as they 
— power of ding milchiet, they are to be 
ea red.“ 

1 thenked the old valet de chambre for his good 
advice, winch I promiſed to obſerve. © If you ga, 
(Cane he) to Madrid, you ſhall viſit Joſeph Navarro, 
wy nephew, who is cletk of the kitchen to Stguior 
Don Balti azar de Zuniga, and, I dare ſay, a young 
man werthy of your friend ſhip, frank, briſk, obliging, 
and !orward to ſerve his friends: 1 anſwered, that 1 
would not fail to wait on this Joſeph Navarro, on 
my fir arrival at Madrid, whither I was determined 
to go. | then quitted the arahbriſhop's palace, with 
an intent never to {et foot in it again. If 1 had bl 
been in poſſeſſion of my horſe, I ſhould have, per- 
Haps, ſet out immediately for Toledo; but I had fold 
him winle- I was in favour, believing that I ſhould 
have furtber occaſion for his ſervice. I hired a 
furnmed room, reſolving to ſtay a month at Grenada, 
und then repair to the count de Polan. | 

As dinner-time approached, 1 aſked of my land- 
lady, if there was not an eating-houſe in the n2gh- 
bourhood; and ſhe anſwering, that there woes un ex- 
cellent one a few ſteps from her houſe, Where there 
was very good accommodation, and a great deal of 
good company; I made her ſhew me the place, and 
going thither a little after, was directed imo a large 

Pall. which bore ſome reſemblance to a refectorv. 

Ten or twelve people fat at a large table, covered with 

a dirty cloth, converſing with one wnother, white 
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every ont eat his own little portion. My meſs was 
Rkewiſe brought, which, .at another time, would, 
doubtleſs, have made me regret.the table I had loft: 
but] was then ſo much piqued agaiuſt the archbiſhop, 
that the ſcanty allowance of my eating- houſe ſeemed 
preferible-to'the,good. cheer I had enjoyed in hu | 
late. 1 Tündegss « variety of diſhes, and atgumg 
nike the duftor of Valladolid, Untiappy are thoſe, 
{lard 1 to myſelf) who frequent ſuch pernicious ta- 
.bles, Where ode muſt continually be on bis guar 
againſt ſenſuplity, for fear of overloading his ſtomach. 
Can one eat too little? In my ill-humour, 1 praiſed 
_ N SN I had hifherto very much ne- 
gletted. 

8 While el diſpatched my commons, without fear df 
exceeding the bounds of temperance, the licentiate 
Lewis Garcias, now. become vicar of Gabia, in the 
manner already related, came into the hall. He wp 
Aooner perceived me, than he came running to ſalute 
me with the utmoſt esgernels, or rather with all the 
expreſſtons of exceſſive joy. He hugged me <clole, 
and I was obliged to undergo a very long compliment 
on the ſervice 1 had done him. He fatigued me with 
his demonſtrations of gratitude. © Fore gad, my 
dear patron, fince I have had the geod fortune to 
meet you here, we ſhan't part without a glals ; but as 
there is no good wine in this eating-houſe, I will carry 
you, if you pleaſe, after our ſcanty repaſt, to à plate 
where I will treat you with a bottle of fine dry Eu- 
cena, and a glaſs of fine Muſcadine of _Foncarrel. 
We muſt certainly commit that debauch. TwitſhTY 
had the happineſs, of enjoying you a few days only, 
at my parſonage of Gabia. There you ſhould be re- 
ceived like a generous Meccuas, to whom 1 owe the 
quiet and eaſy hfe Llead. “ ; 3 
While ha talked to me in this manner his allow- 
ance wits ſerved, and he weut to work, without Teas 
ſing, however, tc , tmertzin me, dt zintervals, ieh 
lomgthing wich To thought would {latter my 1 | 
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I laid hold of this opportunity to ſpeak in my turn; 
and 2s he did not forget to enquire about his friend 
the ſteward, I made no myſtery of my leaving the 
archbiſhop's ſexvice. I even related to him the moſt 
minute circumſtances of my diſgracey to which he 
listened with great attention. After what he had ſaid 
to me, who would not have expected to hear him, pe- 
netrated with the moſt grateful © ſorrow, exclaim 
againſt the archbiſhop ? But this was the fartheſt thing 
from his thoughts. He grew indifferent, and penſive, 
finiſhed his dinner without ſpeaking ja” word, then 
riſing ſuddenly from table, bid me good b'w'ye, in 
a cool manner,' and di/appeared. The ungrateful 
wretch, ſeeing me no longer in a condition to ſerve 
him, ſpared: himlelf even the trouble of concealing 
his ſentiments. I laughed at his ingratuude,' and 
looking at him with all the contempt. he delerved, 
called to him aloud, that I might be heard, Holloa ! 
you ſage chaplain of nuns, go and give orders to cool 
that delicious wine of Lucena, with which you have 
promiſed to regale me,” 


3 C HAP. VI. 
Eil Blas goes to ſee a play at Grenada, His aſtoniſhment 
at the fight of one of the actreſſes; and the conſequences 


of that- event. 


X ARCIAS was no fooner out of the hall, than 
two well dreſſed cavaliers came in and fat down. 
by me: they began to talk of the players of the Gre- 
nada company, and of a new comedy which was then 
on the ſtage. This piece, according to their diſcourſe, 
made a great noiſe in the city; end I reſolved to go 
and lee it that very day; for I had not been at a play 
ſince my arrival at Grenada, As I had almoſt all 


chat time lived in the archhiſhop's palace, where that 


diverſion was anathematized, I*Bhd taken care not to 
W indulge that pleaſure," but amijfed myſelf entirely 
unh my maſker's homies, 
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T repait'd, therefore, at the proper time, to the 
play-houſe, where I . found a numerous aſſembly; 
overheard, all around me, diſſertations on the. piece, 
before it began, and oblerved that every body under 
took to criticiſe it. One perſon declared himſelf for, 
another against che perfpr mance, “ Was there ever 
a work better compgſgd e ſaid* one on my right. 
«© What a pitiful ſtile??? cried one on my left. Truly, 
if there are a good, many bad authors, it muſt be al- 
lowed there are ſtil} a greater number of wretched cri- 
tics; and when I. conhder the mortifications that 
dramatic poets muſt undergo, I am altoniſhed, that 
there are any fo bold, as to brave the ignorance of the 
multitude, and the dangerous cenfyre of witlings, 
| who ſometimes corrupt the judgment of the public. 
At length the gracioſo “ preſented him ſelf to open 
ö the ſcene. He was ſaluted, on his firſt appearance, 
' with a general clap: by which I perceived he Was 
one of thoſe ſpoiled actors, in whom the pit pardons 
every thing. And, indeed, this player did not ſpeak 
one word, nor perform one geſture, without attract- 
ing applauſe. The audience made him too ſenſible 
' of the pleaſure they had in ſeeing him on the ſtage ; 
t and he abuſed their favour accordingly. I perceived 
that he ſometimes forgot himſelf in the middle of à 
ſcene, and put their prepoſſcihon in his behalf to too 
ſevere a proof; for they would often have done him 
juſtice, had they hiſſed, inſtead of extolling him to 
the ſkies. 6 | | 
There was likewiſe a clapping of hands at the ap- 
pearance of ſome other actors, and, in particular, of 
an actreſs, who performed the part of a waiting-wo- 
man, whom, having conſidered with attention, no 
terms can expreſs my ſurprize, When I recolle&ed 
in her the perſon\ of Laura, my dear Laura! whom 
I ſtill believed to be in the ſervice of Arſenia at Mas 
grid, I could not doubt that it wes ſhe ; her ſhape, 


* A lerne actor. 12 
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her 
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Her features, the ſound of her voice, every. thing x 
fared me that I was not miſtaken. Neyertheleſs; ag: 
| _# I had miſtruſted the evidence of my eyes and cars 
| I aſked her name of a cavalier N he ſet by we, © Hey 
| (aid he) from Whenge come vou? It Fems you arg: 
Juſt artzved, ſinge you don't kiww the fer Eſtella,” 
Phe reſemblance was too'pktfeR for me to be de- 
| ceived by this diſguiſe: I could SH conceive, that: 
Laura, when ſhe changed her condition, had alſo ab- 
tered her name; and curious to know, her ſituation, 
for the public is generally pretty well acquainted' with) 
the affairs of perſons in her ſphere, I begge d to know 
of the ſame man; if this Eſtella had not ſome gallant 
of importance. He anſwered; that a Ponugueze: 
noblemau, called the Marquis de Marialva, who had 
Been about two months at Grenada, was at. a conſi- 
derable expence on her account. He might have: 
tyld me a great deal more, if I bad not been afraid 
fatiguing him with queſtions. 1 was more engrofſltd 
by the news which this cavalier had told me, than, 
by the repreſentation of the play; and if any body 
had aſked: the ſubject of the piece, when: L came: 
out, he would: have exabarraiicd me nat a little, I 
did nothing but muſe upon Laura, or Ekella, and 
firmly reſolved to go aud vilit her next day; though; 
F was not without anxiety about the recepuon- I 
ſhould meet with. 1 had reaſon to believe, that the 
Akt of me would nat yield ker much pleaſure in this 
brilliant ſituation. of her affairs; nay, I imagined 
that ſuch a good actreſs, in order to revenge herſelf 
upon one, with whom ſhe had certainly cauſe to be 
diſlatisfed, would probably diſclaim his acquaint» 
ance. All this did not diſſuade me fron my dehgy/ 
eating houſe afforded) I went home to my lodging, 
where I waited unpatiently for next day. 544 

I flept little that might, and got up before the ſun 3 
but as I concluded that a nobleman's miſtreſs would 
nat be viſible Is cry, J bew Abree ox four hours in 


ef going. After a {iight repaſt, (far ſuch only my 
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dreſſing, ſhaving powdering, and perfuming; refolw” 
ing to preſent wryfelf before her, in ſuch a condition? 
as would give her no cauſe to bluſtiſat ſeeing me agaim 
I fallied out about ten o'clock, and repaired to her 
lodging, to which I recerived'a dircQion, at the houſe 
where the players lived, She poſſeſſed the chief 
apartment of a large houſe; the door of which being 
opened to me by a chambermaid, I told her, that L 
wanted to ſpeak with dame Eſtella. The maid went. 
in to ſignify my deſire, and I immediately heard her 
miſtreſs pronounce, with a loud voice, „Who 1s this. 
young man? What does he want? Let him come 
in.” By this I concluded, that, I had.cholen an un- 
ſeaſonable time for my viſit, that her Portuguese Jo» 
ver was at her toilet, and that her reaſon. for ſpeaking, 
ſo loud; was to perſuade him that ſhe never received 
ſuſpected meſſages. My conjecture was true; the 
Marquis de Marialva commonly paſted the morning 
in her company; and I expected a very diſagreeable 
compliment, when this truly original. actreſs ſeeing 


me appear, ran to me with open arms, crying, Ah! 


my dear brother! is it you “ And, with theſe words, 
embraced me ſeveral times. Then, turning to her 
gallant, © My lord, (ſaid ſhe) pardon me for yielding 
to the force of blood in your preſence. After an ab- 

ſence of three years, I cannot behold a brother, hom, 
tender ly love, without giving him ſome marks oft 
my affcction. Well, my dear Gil Blas, (continued 
ſhe, addreſſing me anew) tell me ſome news of my 


family, in what condition did you leave it?“ 


This queſtion embarraſſed me at firit ; but F ſoon 
diſcovered Laura's intention, and ſeconding her arti- 
lice, anſwered, with an air ſuited to the ſcene we had 
to act.“ Thank heaven, fifter, our parents are in 
good health.” © I don't doubt (ſhe replied) that 
you are altoniſhed to find me an actreſs at Grenada 
but do not condemn me unheard. Three years ago, 
es you remember, my father thought he had ſettled 
me to advantage, by giving me in martiage to Caps 
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taim Don Antonia Cello, who carried me _— 
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Aſlurias to Madrid, where be was born. Six mont 


. after. our arrival in that city, having had an affair of | 
. bonour brought upon him by his even violent hu- 
mour, he killed a cavalier, who had takea it in his 


bead to favour me with ſome attention, This gentle. 
man being related to perſans of great quality and 
.credit, my huſbend, who had no intereſt, fled into 
Catalonia, with all the money and jewels he could 


Had in the houſe; embarked at Barcelona, croſſed 
Anto Italy, eagaged in the ſervice of the Venetians, 


aud at laſt lo his life in the Morea, fighting againſt 


the Turks. In the mean time, our landed eſtate was 


confiſcated, and I had but a very ſmall jointure left. 


What could I do in ſuch a troublefome extremity? 


4 could not retura into the Aſturias: for what pur- 
poſe go thither ? All the conſolation 1 ſhould have re- 


ceived from my family, would have been no fmore 


«than ſympathy and condolance; on the other hand, 
I had been too well educated to be capable of em- 


bracing ailife of libertiniſm. Upon what determi 


mation then could 1 fix? I have turned adtreſs, to pre- 
Aerve my character? 

The Marquis de Marialva, who loſt not à word of 
the whole diſcourſe, implicitly believed every ſylla- 
ble of what Bon Antonio's widow was pleaſed to ut- 
zter. He even joined in the converſation; and atked i 
'T was in any huſine s in Grenada, or elſe where. 1 
was in ſame. daubt, at that inſtant, whether' or no 1 
thould tell a lye; but thinking that unneceſſary, 1 

{poke truth, recounting . every circumſtance of my 
entering into, and quitting the archbiſhop's ſervice} 
Which afforded infinite diverſion to the Portuguese 
nobleman. It is true, that notwithſtanding my pro- 
miſe to Melchior, I made myſelf a little merry at the 
£xpence of his grace. But the moſt diverring part o 
:the ſcene was, that Laura, who thought I invented 
Kory in imitation of her, burſt out into loud fits of 


very well pleaſed with this hoſpitality, addreſſing 
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aer which ſhe would prokably have-{pared, hail 
e known that I did not qi ſſemble. 


Having ended my narration, which 4 finiſhed with 


the lodging I had hin ed, word Was, brought chat diu- 


ner Wes on the table. Upon which I would have 


retired, in order to go and dine at my gating-houſes 


but Lapra ſtapping me ſaid. What do you mea. 


brother! yau ſhall dine with me: and I wonk 


even ſuffer you to live any longer. in a i hired room 
for I jntend yau ſhall both eat and lodge in my houſe, 


Order Four, baggage to. be brought . hither this even- 


In * 1 


have a bed to ſpare.“ . 
The Portugueze nobleman, wha, perhaps, Was not 


himſelf to Laura, - ſaid, „ No, Kllella, you have net 


convenience for him in theſe, lodgings. Vour brother 


ſeems to be a, pretty. young fellow, am the advanta 
he has in being ſo dear to you, intereſts me in his 

vour. Iwill take him. into my ſervice; he ſhall be 
my favourite ſecretatꝝ, and chief conſidant. Wet him 
not fail to come and flecp. al my hauſethis very nights 
for 1 will order an. apartment te be prepared for thę 
purpoſe. I will allow him à ſalaty of Sour hundred 
1 5 <4, in the ſequel, I have cauſe, .as I hope 
I mall, to be ſatisfied with his behaviour, I will put 
him in a condition to conſole bimſelf ſor being too fine 
dere with the archbiſhop.” | 


The acknowledgments which L made to the mar- 


quis at this juncture, were followed by thoſe of, Laura, 


who improved upon mine. So ſaying, be-ſaluted his 


theatrical princeſs, and went away. Sbeiled me. im- 


medistely into a cloſet, where ſceing herſelf alone 
with me, “ ſhould burſt (cried ſhe) if. I was abliged 


to refiſt any longer the inclination I have to laugh.“ 


Then chrowing herſelf into an eaſy chair, and hold» 
ing her ſides, ſhe laughed immoderately, as if ſhe hal 
loſt her ſenſes. 1 found it impaſſible not to follow 
her example, and when we had indulged ourſelves 
lubcieualy, ®,Coaleſs, Gil Blas (aid be) that we avs 
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acted a pleaſant farce: but I did not expect ſuch a 

- cataſtrophe; my deſign being no other than to pro- 
vide for you à table and lodging in my houſe; Which 
that I might offer with decency, I made thee paſs 
for my brother. Tam raviſhed that ſuch a good poſt 
has occurred to thee by accident. The Marquis de 
Marialva is a generous nobleman, who will even ex- 
ceed bis promiſe in thy favour. Another (added ſhe) 
might not perhaps have given fuch a gracious recep- 
tion to one who. quits his friends without bidding. 
them farewel : but I am one of thoſe. good creatures, 
who cannot help ſecing again with pleafure, a rogue 
whom they have once "loved. '” I candidly acknpw-. 
ledged mv impolite behavior; for which I aſked par- 
don. She then conducted me into a very handſome 
dining- oom, where we fat down at table, and, 283 
waiting woman and lacquey were preſent, behaved to 
one another like brother and ſiiter. 

Having dined, we went back into the '% cloſet 
where we had converſed together before. There my 
incomparable Laura, giving a looſe to all her natural 
gelety, demanced an account of all my, adventure 
'fince our ſeparation. I made a faithful recital of the 
Whole; and when I had gratihed' her curiolity, ſhe 
gave me the ſame ſatisfaction, in recounting the fols 
* hiſtory of herſelf. 


The 17 Nor of Laura, 


I Am' going to relate, as ſuccinctly a as T can, by 
| what accident I embraced the profeſſion of a 
player. 

' Great events happened, after you left me in ſach 
an honourable -manner. My miſtrefs Arſenja, m. 
ther tired than diſguſted with the world renounced 
the ſtage, and carried me with her, to a fine eſtate 
which ſhe had bought near Zamora, with the price of 
ker favours, In * city we ſoon coutracled acquain- 
3 | kancy 
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tance, and going thither, frequently, to paſs a day 5 


or two, came back again, and mut ourſelves up in 
our caſtle. — N ure 2 
In one of theſe ſmall journies, Don Felix Maldo- 


nado, the corregidor's only ſon, ſaw me by accident, 


and happening to be pleaſed with. my appearance, 
ſought an opportunity of ſpesking with me in private, 
which, that I may conceal nothing from thee, I own, 
was facilitated by myſelf. He was a cavalier not yet 
twenty years old, fair as love himſelf, a mere pattern 
in ſhape, and ſtill more engaging, by his gallant and 
generous behaviour, than by his perion 2: for he made 
me an offer of a large brilliant, which he had on his 
finger, with ſuch a good grace, end preſſing: intrea- 
tics, that I could not for my ſaul reſuſe it. I did 
not poſſeſs ſuch an amiable gallant with indifference. 
But what madneſs is it in abigails, to attach them- 
ſclyes to the young heirs of per ſons in authority! his 
father, the moſt ſevere of all corregidors, iy 
of our intelligence, made haſte to prevent the conſe» 
quences of it, and ordered me to be apprehended by 
2 troop of alguazils, whe carried me, regardleſs of my 
crics, to the hoſpital * of compaſſion. There, withs 
out any other form of proceſs..the ſuperior ordered me 
to be ſtript of my ring and dreſs, and cloathed with 
a long gown of grey cloth, girded with a ſtrap of 
black leather, from whence a roſary of large beads 
h ing down to my heels. | 10 40 
This being performed, I was conducted into a hall, 
where I found an old monk, of an erder that I did 
not know, who fell a preaching penitence to me, 
much in the fame manner as Dame Leonarda ex- 
horted-thee to patience in the cavern. He told me 


IJwat 1 was very much obliged to thoſe who cauſed 
Ime to be ſhut up in that place, for they had done 


me infinite ſervice, in reſcuing me from the ſnares of 
the devil. I will frankly own my ingratitude: far 


* In other words, the houſe 9 
| from 
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cations, 
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from: thinking. mvfelf beholden to thofe who had 
done me that good office, I loaded them with impre- 
| _—_ I-paſſed in afſticting myſelf; but on the 
ninth, (for I counted the very minutes) my fate ſeem - 
od to bear another afpec. Croſſiag à ſmull court, 
I met the ſteward of or houfe, a perſen who ruled: 
with unlimited ſway; the ſaperior berſelf was under 
Nis command; and he rendered zn account of his- 
Rewardſhip to none but the corregidor; on Whom, 
alone, he depended, and whoſe entire conkdence he 
enjoyed, His name was Pedro Zendono: he way 
born in the town of Selſedon in Bricay, being a 
tall, pale, meagre man, whoſe fighre would have 
ferved as an excellent pattern for the picture of a rank 
rogue. He ſcarce ſeemed to look at the ſiſters; and: 
in fhort, thou never faweſt ſuch an hypocritieal face, 
although thou haſt lived in an archbifhop's palace. 
Well then, (fard ſhe) I met this Signior Zendono; 
who ſtopt me, faying, © Daughter, be comforted, Þ 
am touched with your misfortune.” He ſaid no 
more, but went about his buſineſs; leaving me to mate 
what commentaries I pleaſed” on fuch a laconic text. 
As I believed him to be a good man, - I inocently 
concluded, that he had taken the trouble'of examin- 
Ing into the cauſe of my confinement, and finding me 
not guilty enough to de ſerve fuch unworthytreatment, 
was reſolved to do me a good office with the 3 
dor. I was little acquainted with the Biſcsyan, who 
kad quite other intentions. He then revolved in his 
mind, the ſcheme of a journey, which he imparted to 
me, a few days after. My dear Laura, (ſaid he) I 
atn ſo much affected with your ſufferings; that I am 
teſolved to put an end to them immediately, In 
fo doing, I know I ſhall embrace my own ruin 
but I am no longer maſter of myſelf. I intese 


to take you oat of priſon to-morrow, and con- 
duct you in perſon to Madrid; being reſolved to ſa- 


erifice every thing to che pleaſure of being your de 


Nine 


1 


SEA 


- 
* 


CIL BIAS | Þ 
vas ready to ſwoon with joy, at theſe words of 


5 
Zendono, who judging, by my acknowledgements; 
that I longed for nothing ſo much as liberty, had the 
impudence to carry me off next day, in Gan 6f every 
body, by the following ſtratagem. He told the fas . 
perior, that he had orders to bring me to the corregi - 
dor, who was: at a pleaſure houſe, two leagues from 
town; and, with the atmoſt aſſurance, made me get 
into a poſt-chaiſe with- him, drawn by two good: 
mules, which be had bought for the purpoſe, and at- 
tended by no other fervants thaw à valet, who con- 


ducted the chaife, and was entirely devoted to the 


ſteward. We ſet out, not for Madrid, as imagined, 


but towards the frontiers of Portugal, where we ar- 
rived, before the corregidor of Zamora could get no- 
tice of our flight, and ſend. the beagles of juſtier ia 
purſuit. of us. | 
Before we entered Braganza, the Biſcayan made 
me put on-a ſun of men's cloaths, which he had the: 
precaution to provide; and now looking upon me 
as fairly embarked with him, faid to me, at the inn 
where we lodyed, © Fair Laura, be not offended wah 
me, for bringing -you into Portugal: for, the corre- 
gidor of Zamora will make fearch for us, in our na- 
tive country, as two criminals to whom Spain ought 
not to afford a retreat. But (added: he) We can ſhelter: 
ourſeives from his reſentment in this foreign kingdom, 
although it be, at preſent, under the dominion of the 
Spaniſh monarchy. Here, we ſhall, at leaſt, he more 
ſecure than in our own country. Follow, therefore, 
a man who adores you; and let us fettle at C]¹]ẽ bia, 
where I will become a ſpy for the holy office, and: 
under the ſhade of that formidable tribunal, our days 
will fmoothly:glide in eaſe and pleaſure.“ : 
Such a forward propoſal gave me to underſtand, 
that I bad to do with a cavalier, who did not chuſe 


j Uo redreſs the grievances of damſels, merely for the 


glory of knigbt- errantry. I perceived that he de- 
pended a. good. deal upoh my . gratitude, and ſtill 
more upon my diliiels, Nevertheleſs, though theſe 
wa 


ed fis propoſal with diſdain. Tis true, indeed, 1 
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tho conſiderations fpoke'to me in his behalf, I-rejefh. 


kid two ſtrong reaſons for ſhewing myſelf ſo reſerv- 
ed I diſſiked this perſon, and diſtruſted his circum» 
ſtances. But, when returning to the charge, he of- 
fered to wed me, as a preliminary, and ſhewed me 
that his ſtewardihip had put him in a condition to 
enjoy himſelf for a Jong time, I won't deny hat J 
began to liſten to his addreſſes. I Was dazzled by the 
gold and jewels which he ſpread before me, and 
tound, by experience, that as many metamorphoſes 
are made by intereſt as by love. My Bilcayan became, 
gradually, quite another man in my eyes; his tall, 
withered carcaſe aſſumed the form of a fine lhape-; 
his pale complexion ſeemed agreeably fair; and I 
gave a favourable appellation to his hypocritical look. 
I then accepted his hand, without reluctance, in che 
face of heaven, which he called to witneſs our en- 
gagement. After this, he ſuffered no contradiction 
on my part; we {et out again on our travels, and, in 
a ſhort time, Coimbra beheld a new family within 
its walls. a | 1 25 

My huſband purchaſed for me, ſome handſome 
cloaths, adapted to my own ſex, and preſented me 
with ſeveral diamonds, among which I fecollected 
that of Bon Felix Maldonado. This diſcovery, was 
ſuffcient to make me conceive how all the jewels 
I had got were acquired, and to perſuade me that 
I had not married a ſcrupulous obſerver of the le- 
venth article of the decalogue. But, conſidering my- 
ſelf as the firſt cauſe of his dexterity, I forgave him in 
my heart; fer a woman will excuſe even the bad 
actions which her beauty prompts the men to com- 
mit; otherwiſe, I ſhould have thought him an exe- 


crable villain. | 5 
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